The HIARC Bulletin
 
July 2020 Edition
 
The Official Bulletin of the Harris-Intersil Amateur Radio Club 
 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk45009206]Club Meetings: Second Thursday of the month at Meemaws’s Barbecue on Babcock Street. 5:30 PM starts dinner, 6:30 PM is the business meeting, 7:00 PM is the prize drawings, 7:15 PM is the program. Also online see later in this newsletter.

Club Station: Building 15, Room 321 at L3Harris. See the club president for access.
 
Repeaters: K4HRS, 145.47 Mc, tone 107.2 cycles, elevation 170 feet, Melbourne
 
HIARC Web Site: www.qsl.net/hiarc. Website administrator; Jim , KC7SSW
 
Officers: President: Francis  (“Butch”), WA4AQV
Treasurer: Bill  WA4EMU
Secretary: Open
Repeater Chairmen: Bud  W4HXP
Program Chairman: Open
Field Day Chairman: Bill WA4EMU
Sunshine Chairman: Open
Club Jester: Ken N8KH
 
Membership: 
All welcome to join.

Dues are $12.00 per year to:
[bookmark: _Hlk43972949]Bill  WA4EMU

 
Annual Events: Annual swapfest at the October meeting. Field Day the fourth full weekend in June.
 
Selected Hamfests:

· Melbourne, October 9 and 10. Yes there will a Melbourne Hamfest this year, including both indoor and outdoor sales. Particulars http://pcars.org/hamfest/2019/index.htm 
·          
Ham Radio Lunches:
· Fridays, 10:30 AM till 12:30 PM or later, Golden Corral on Palm Bay Road in Palm Bay. Attendance has varied due to the virus situation.
July President's Message

Hope you are safe and well. Here is the club news.

Club officer elections will occur at the July meeting. Nominees at this point are the incumbents / existing slate. Let is now if you are interested in holding an office as nominations can still be made.

Annual HIARC dues are due this month. We are still only $12.00. They can be paid at the meeting or mailed to: 

Bill  WA4EMU


Thanks and 73’s

Butch WA4AQV

July 2020 HIARC Meeting

The next HIARC meeting is Thursday July 9. It will be person at Meemaws Barbecue and online too. Times are: 5:30 PM starts dinner, 6:30 PM business meeting, 7:00 PM is the prize drawings, 7:15 PM the program. 

The meeting program will be on “UHF Scatter Communications by Floating Dipoles / Chaff” by Butch WA4AQV. The earth once had an orbital ring (like Saturn has around it) of copper wire dipoles for this purpose! We will discuss the historical space ring of West Ford and how we hams can do balloon launch scatter during contests using your left-over mylar such as your Fritos and Cheetos bags. We will also have good food, friends and door prizes.

Here is the link to attend the July HIARC meeting online courtesy of Tim KI4TB:



The HIARC 145.47 Mc Repeater

Some maintenance work occurred on it Friday 7-3-20 on the HIARC 145.47 repeater. The transmit frequency had drifted up 6 kc due to a bad electrical contact inside the crystal’s frequency trimming variable capacitor. The fix was simple: turning the trimmer capacitor rotor about 10 times broke the contacts oxide layer restoring good contact putting us back on frequency. Interesting how trimmer capacitors fail. Some manufacturers put silicone oil in their trimmers. Many thanks to Clyde KD8AN for doing the repairs. Bud W4HXP has also done good work over the years. This repeater site has had lightning strikes in the past which leaves little of the antenna left afterwards, so Clyde also put up a metal pole that reaches over the antenna to reduce the lightning hazard. By the way, back in the 1950’s there was going to radioactive lightning rods!

Technical facts about the 145.47 Mc repeater:

Location: Rialto building near Melbourne Airport. 
Height: 160 feet
Frequency 145.47 MHz repeater transmit, 144.87 MHz repeater receive
Tone: none required to get in, but a 170.2 cycle tone is transmitted out by the repeater
Transmitter output power: 30 watts
Antenna: Tram 1481, 8.3 dBD VHF and 11.7 dBD UHF so says the manufacturer
Backup battery: being worked on
Range: 4/3 earth line of sight is 21 miles from the site, results will vary of course

The Rialto site and antenna is shared with our friends in PCARS who operate the Melbourne 444.425 Mc repeater. This works out well, the range of the two repeaters seems similar but some say the 444.425 repeater may reach a little further. It is electrically quiet at the Rialto with little to no local interference. There are don’t seem be any other users on the building below 690 MHz.  Here are some pictures of the repeater work:

[image: ]

Clyde WB8AN repairing the repeater
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The 145.47 and 444.425 Mc Dual Band Antenna
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View North from The Repeater Site Roof

Missing Items

One of the members had to go home early from the 2019 HIARC Field Day.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some items have been misplaced it seems in packing up:

[image: ]Mickey mouse style AC power cord to fit a Channel Master rotor control box
· 
· 
· Ham-M Control head
[image: ]



· Ham-M antenna rotor control

[image: ]
· Ham-M antenna rotor


If you may have these items let Bud W4HXP know.

Thanks
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