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 The Reading Radio Club Was Established  March 10th, 1921 ,   ARRL Affiliated February 17, 1922  

A Monthly Publication of the Reading Radio Club, Scott & Lori Scheirer Editors (kc3pcs@gmail.com) 
Keep up to date with the RRC at http://www.readingradioclub.org 

     

  http://www.facebook.com/RRCW3BN 

Volume 59  Issue Number 12  December 2021 W3BN   W3CCH 

2021 Board Of Directors & Officers 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

PRESI.    Chris Schlegel, K3ADA                          Sutehk.CS@gmail.com                               (23) 
VP Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI                        JFP0250@comcast.net (21) 
SEC. Harry Hoffman, W3VBY                        HarryHoffmanJr@juno.com (22) 
TREAS. Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD                         NateØ1PA@comcast.net (23) 
 
Art Becker, KB3LDI                                              ABeckerBeConCo@msn.com (21) 
Jason Potter, K3WDF                                             Radio.K3WDF@gmail.com (21) 
John Engle, AB3SR                                                No Public Email (22) 
Ronald Waszk, K3RJW                                          PolishPICL@aol.com        (23) 
Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS, Editor                             kc3pcs@arrl.net        (22) 
 
The two-digit number, in brackets, to the right of the BOD member's email address, is the year that their term ends on December 
31. 
 
(A normal 3-year term runs from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, three years later). 
 
The four officers of the RRC are elected from the BOD by the NINE board members at the annual RRC Board of Directors 
Reorganization Meeting held in January of each year.  Please note that ALL nine BOD members have voting power. 
 
Please note:  The Board of Director Minutes are available by written request or online at:    

http://www.readingradioclub.org.  Email Chris Schlegel, k3ada@arrl.net if you wish to participate in a board meeting. 

Next Board Meeting:      Tues, December 7th at 7:30 PM via Zoom 

Next General Meeting:   Fri, December 10th, 2021 at 7:30 PM (Auditorium) 

Topic:   Board Elections, Mini Ham Fest, Holiday Gathering 

Location:  Berks County Agricultural Center—Rear Entrance 

1238 County Welfare Road, Leesport, PA  19533 

All other Fridays, we have a Meeting on the Air at 8 PM on the W3BN Repeater. 

Send ALL USPS Mail pertaining to  
the Reading Radio Club to : 

 
ATTENTION  TO   ** (Person your sending to) 

READING  RADIO  CLUB  INC 
PO  BOX  13777 

READING  PA    19612-3777 

The W3BN Repeater is owned & operated by the Reading  

Radio Club and is located in Alsace Township up on the  

mountain. 

146.91 MHZ (Input 146.31 MHZ) with a PL Tone of 131.8 hz.    

It is available from 5:30 AM until midnight. 

http://www.readingradioclub.org
http://www.facebook.com/RRCW3BN
http://www.readingradioclub.org
https://www.qsl.net/w3bn/BOD.html
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Is there a topIc or presentatIon you’d lIke to see at a club meetIng?  are 

you willing to put on a presentation? 

 

Please contact Chris Schlegel, K3ADA at k3ada@arrl.net with your        

suggestions or volunteer today. 

The Reading Radio Club is an IRS-designated 501(c)(3) organization holding tax 

identification number 23-1660585.   Contributions to the Reading Radio Club are         

tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

The 50 Years Ago column is available on our website.  Be sure to check out the history of the 

club from 50 years ago written by Rich Ahrens, W3WJC.   He takes a lot of time combing 

through notes and writing this section. 

From the Fundraising Committee: 

 

 

 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to the Reading    

Radio Club 

To sign up, go to AmazonSmile https://smile.amazon.com/. You will be prompted to 

select a charitable organization. Enter Reading Radio Club   

or use the link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1660585.   

Bookmark the link and support us every time you shop!   If you use the Amazon 

app, be sure to go into settings and enable Amazon Smile. 

There is no QCWA Breakfast this month.  Instead, there is a Christmas Luncheon by prearranged invitation at 

the Yellow House Hotel, Dec 1st, 1230 pm.  Please email Steve Sobota (stevek3alv@gmail.com) for details. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1660585
mailto:stevek3alv@gmail.com?subject=QCWA%20Luncheon
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Reading Radio Club Christmas Dinner 
Saturday, December 11, 2021 

 
Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, Co-Chairperson  
Mary Anne Nicholas, N3TVT, Co-Chairperson 
 
      This year, we will again meet at Wegman’s Restaurant, 4401 Pottsville Pike, Reading, PA 
19605.  That is the same location as the 2019 Christmas Dinner.  We did not have a Christmas 
Dinner in 2020. 
 
     The RRC has had many banquets and breakfasts at Wegman’s.  In earlier years, the           
restaurant was known as Reeser’s Restaurant and later Wegman - Reeser’s Restaurant.   
       
      Doors will open at noon, and dinner will be served at 12:30 p.m. in the Pine Room, which 
is the large room at the rear of the restaurant.  The cost is 
$ 17.00 per person and includes all costs and gratuities.  We have been able to keep the cost 
down due to donations made by RRC members. 
 
      The event is handicapped accessible and there is a large parking lot available.  All are   
welcome. 
 
      The dinner includes the following all-you-can-eat holiday meal:  fruit cup, tossed salad 
with dressing, roast turkey, grilled ham, potato filling, French fries, corn, green beans, coffee, 
iced tea, and hot tea.  This is the family-style dinner we enjoyed in 2019 and it was truly great.   
   
      After dinner, we’ll have cake with a whipped cream icing and ice cream.  Also after the 
dinner, we all will join in playing a trivia game in which the prizes are candies.  As usual, the 
RRC 146.91/31 repeater (tone 131.8) will be monitored during the event, just in case someone 
gets lost.  Jim’s cell phone number is 610-781-5508 and that will be monitored as well. 
 
      Tickets will be on sale at the next general meetings of the RRC.  You may also reserve a 
ticket by calling Jim on the phone at 610-678-9243 and leaving a message.  Or email at 
w3ith@arrl.net.  Just mention how many tickets you need to reserve.  Leave a call-back phone 
number as well.   
 
      Another way to reserve a dinner ticket is to check into the Friday 8 p.m. Meeting On The 
Air on the club repeater (when we do not have a general meeting at the Berks County          
Agricultural Building) and tell Jim you need a ticket reserved.  Remember, we have a Friday 
evening Meeting On The Air when we do NOT have an in-person monthly general meeting. 

mailto:w3ith@arrl.net
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RRC VE TEST SESSION NOVEMBER 12, 2021 

By Harry Hoffman, W3VBY                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                            

On Friday evening, November 12, 2021 the Reading Radio Club sponsored its 105th Volunteer Examiner Amateur Radio Test       

Session.  The Test Session was held prior to the RRC General Meeting in the Main Auditorium of the Berks County Agricultural    

Center, Leesport, PA.   There were four candidates in attendance.   We started early, about 5:45 p.m., as the candidates began to 

arrive.                               

 

The Test results were as follows: 

1 -  General Class   

2 -  Extra  Class 

 

The candidates came from Mohnton, Wernersville, and West Reading. The candidates were invited to stay for the RRC General 

Meeting to follow at 7:30 p.m.   The candidates were all invited to join membership in the RRC.   

 

Our Volunteer Examiners for this test session were:  Dennis Goodling, N3JRW; Harry Hoffman, W3VBY; Stuart Higgins, W2SLH; 

Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI; Jason Potter, K3WDF; Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD;  Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS; and Ron Waszk, K3RJW.  

 

Thanks to our VE Team for a job well done.  The test session was completed by about 6:55 p.m.  The test materials were pack-

aged and ready to be delivered to the Sinking Spring Post Office on Monday morning November 15th for shipment by Priority 

Mail to the ARRL/VEC.                                                                                                      

 

The next VE Test Session will be announced at a future date.  

 

If you need more information on Amateur Radio testing or wish to register for an exam, call the VE Team Liaison, Harry Hoffman, 

W3VBY, at 610-678-8976 or send an E-mail to harryhoffmanjr@juno.com.  The cost for participating in a test session this year is 

$15 payable by check to the ARRL/VEC.  

                                                                                              

73,     Harry Hoffman, W3VBY 
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 RRC  MEETING  ON  THE  AIR   (RRCMOTA) 
 = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

 By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC (11.23.2021) 
 

Check into the RRC MEETING ON THE AIR on the Friday evenings that we do not have an 
in-person meeting.  The net, on 146.910 MHz, starts at 8:00 p.m. with the latest         
AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE REPORT from the West Coast. 

 
We then have an exchange of information that may be of interest to the members of the 
Reading Radio Club as well as those that are not RRC members. 
 
The last part of the net is a roll call where we usually have 13 to 56 stations check-in 
and test their two-meter FM analog equipment.  The roll call is last, so that late comers 
are not missed. 
 
NOTE:  The Continuous Tone Coded Squelch System, (CTCSS) frequency is 
131.8 Hertz (3B).  The CTCSS is often referred to as “PL” (Motorola’s trade name). 
 
The net has been in operation since Friday January 21, 1994, when we had thirteen 
check-ins during that first session, almost 28 years ago. 
 
On Friday November 26, 2021, we had session number 1180. 
Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, was the Net Control. 
 
The next RRCMOTA will be on Friday December 3, 2021, starting at 8:00 p.m., on the 
Reading Radio Club’s 146.910 MHz, W3BN analog repeater. 
Dave Wiley, K3MXS, will be the Net Control for session number 1181. 
 
NOTE:  The next in-person RRC meeting is scheduled for Friday December 10, 2021, 
starting at 7:30 p.m., at the Berks County Agricultural Center, in Bern Township.  Put the 
following address in your GPS device or GOOGLE MAPS: 
 
 1238  County  Welfare  Road  Leesport  PA 
 
FYI:  AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE is the “Amateur Radio’s independent on the air news 
and bulletin service” and is not a service of the American Radio Relay League. 
 
BRING  MASKS  BE  PREPARED 
BERKS  COUNTY  COULD  CHANGE  THE  GUIDELINES 

 
 Everyone, RRC Members and those that are not members, 

 are invited to tune in and check into the, 
 

 READING  RADIO  CLUB  MEETING  ON  THE  AIR 
 = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
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WELL everyone, a bad month.  Lost a good friend, had a VERY WET SOGGY Fox hunt.  We 
still had 5 hunters.  The rain came down sideways, and on the mountain it was very windy.  I hid 
4 foxes, and we had a few guys, trying new equipment, that did get CLOSE to the foxes.    
However, they could not pinpoint them.  The hunters with the Yagi antennas were able to point 
directly at the fox and saw them when they looked.  It still turned out to be a lot of fun.  We all 
got numb fast and had to wrap it up in about 1 hour.   

 

We intend on having an indoor fox hunt in January.  With December being so busy with meals, 
dinners, mini ham fest and Christmas Holidays, we decided to forget December activities. 

 

So look out for a January fox indoor hunt.  We ALWAYS Have Fun. Possibly a SMOTA 
(Simplex Meeting on the Air) for something to do.  That's all from me for now.. If anything else 
comes up,  I will be in contact with Scott for a possible short bulletin that can be sent out with 
that information. 

 

 

RON, K3RJW 73 
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Please note:  Ads placed here will run for 2 bulletins  

unless you let the editor know you still want them posted, deleted, or changed.   

Please Note:   The Editors and/or RRC are not responsible for items listed on this page.    

Descriptions & Pictures are supplied by the Seller. 

Got something for us to put in here?  Please email it to kc3pcs@gmail.com 

FOR  SALE:  RRC Baseball Hats.  $15.  

 

     *** ONLY 4 LEFT *** 

 

Contact Rich, W3WJC, 

at W3WJC73@gmail.com or 610.929.8829 

with an answering machine.   

 

For Sale 

Yaesu FT- 950 HF/50MHz  transceiver w/ 

mic,   

metered external power supply, power cable 

and manual. 

Cosmetically and functionally very good. 

$ 700 

Call Bill Wentzel, K3BW at 610-488-0231. 

            Free to a good home.  

 

            Interested parties, please contact  

            Joel Berish (WB3ADK)   

            at berishjoe@gmail.com  

         Or 

                   610-823-9218  

mailto:berishjoe@gmail.com
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Send all license and mailing address changes to: 

RRC Treasurer Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD, at NateØ1PA@comcast.net or N2ADD@arrl.net 

Please let us know if you upgrade your license.  Email to Scott, KC3PCS, and Lori at 

KC3PCS@gmail.com with updates. 

 STATS  AS  OF  DEC.  1,  2021 

 

 Full Voting Members: 70 

 

 Associate (Non Voting) Members: 15 

 

 Supporting (Non Voting) Members: 3 

 

 Total: 88 

1/4 of Full Voting Members 

required for a quorum.  (18) 

 

 Extra Class: 35 40 % 

 Advanced: 5 6 % 

 General: 22 25 % 

 Technician: 23 26 % 

 Novice: 0 0 % 

 No License:  3 3 % 
 

May not total 100% due to rounding. 

Data may not be up to date. 

Checked FCC for upgrades Sep. 4, 2021, 

by Rich Ahrens, W3WJC. 

 
 88 = Total RRC membership as of Dec. 1, 2021 
 
 91  =  Dec.  2020 103  =  Dec.  2009 
 89  =  Dec.  2019 106  =  Dec.  2008 
 92  =  Dec.  2018 118  =  Dec.  2007 
 87  =  Dec.  2017 118  =  Dec.  2006 
 78  =  Dec.  2016 127  =  Dec.  2005 
 81  =  Dec.  2015 124  =  Dec.  2004 
 84  =  Dec.  2014 138  =  Dec.  2003 
 86  =  Dec.  2013 131  =  Dec.  2002 
 89  =  Dec.  2012 134  =  Dec.  2001 
 91  =  Dec.  2011 134  =  Dec.  2000 
 97  =  Dec.  2010 127  =  Dec.  1999 
   

There were 193 Members in 1978 

 40 RRC voting FULL members, are members of the ARRL (57%). 
 

 To be a “Local Amateur Radio Club” affiliate of the ARRL, 51% 
 of the voting members must be FULL or Associate members of 
 the ARRL.  Note: This is the club’s voting members, (Full Members). 
 Not necessarily the total membership. 

  
  

 ”Life Member” 
 Harry Hoffman, W3VBY 
 By RRC BOD action on November 10, 2020. 
  

 “Honorary Membership for Life” 
 Jim Nicholas, W3ITH 
 By RRC BOD action on December 8, 2009. 
  

 “Life Member” 
 Rich Ahrens, W3WJC 
 By RRC BOD action on June 6, 2006. 

 By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC - RRC Historian (11.23.2021) 
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PLEASE NOTE:   
Dec 1st, 2021— QCWA Breakfast Luncheon—12:30 pm by prearranged invitation only—Yellow  
   House Hotel  
Dec 7th, 2021—7:30 PM — Board Meeting— ZOOM 
Dec 10th, 2021—7:30 PM — Club Meeting— AG CENTER (and streaming online) 
 
On the Fridays, that we do not have an in-person meeting we will have a “Reading Radio Club 
Meeting On The Air” (RRCMOTA) on the RRC 146.910 MHz repeater starting at 8:00 p.m.  The 
CTCSS is 131.8 Hz. 
 
December Birthdays: Brian Beitler, KC3QB;  Charles Zechman, W3CMZ;   
Jeffrey Nash, KC3QLR;  Kevin Stodart, N3SYT;  Keith Schmehl, N3LUU;   
James Scheibner, KC3CIK;  John “Jason” Potter, K3WDF;  Craig Huntsinger, K3CWH; 
Evelyn Augustine, KC3JPY;  Don Boulanger, WA1ELA; 

July 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

QCWA Virtual 

Breakfast 9:30  

3 

Digi Net 146.91 

7:30 PM 

4 

MOTA (8 pm) 

5 

6 7 

ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

8 

RRC BOD Meeting 

ZOOM 7:30 PM 

9 

 

10 
Digi Net 146.91 

7:30 PM 

11 
RRC Meeting 

AG Center  7:30 PM 

12 

13 14 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

15 

 

16 17 
Digi Net 146.91 

7:30 PM 

18 

MOTA (8 pm) 
19 

 

20 21 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

22 23 24 
Digi Net 146.91 

7:30 PM 

25 

MOTA (8 pm) 

26 
FIELD DAY STARTS 2 PM 

VE EXAM  2:30 PM 

27 
Field Day Ends 2 PM 

28 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

29 30 
 

  

December 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 1 

QCWA Luncheon 

By invitation only 

2 

Digi Net 146.91 

7:30 PM 

3 

MOTA (8 pm) 
4 

5 

 

6 

ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

7 

RRC BOD Meeting 

ZOOM 7:30 PM 

8 

 

9 
Digi Net 146.91 

7:30 PM 

10 
RRC Meeting 

AG Center  7:30 PM 

11 

 

12 13 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

14 15 16 
Digi Net 146.91 

7:30 PM 

17 

MOTA (8 pm) 
18 

19 20 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

21 22 23 

 

24 

* NO MOTA * 

25 

26 27 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

28 29 30 31 

* NO MOTA * 
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= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
The PRIMARY purpose of  The Reading Radio Club Bulletin, is to provide, to the  
membership, timely information about the activities of the Reading  Radio Club, Inc.   
 
IN ADDITION, the RRC BULLETIN provides an easily searchable and accurate historical 
record.  The RRC strongly recommends membership in the American Radio Relay 
League (ARRL) as well as membership in a local Amateur Radio Club.  The READING 
RADIO CLUB BULLETIN is copyright © 2021 by the Reading Radio Club, Inc.  Opinions 
expressed in the RRC BULLETIN are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Reading Radio Club, Inc, the RRC BOD, or the RRC membership.  
Material from this RRC BULLETIN may be reproduced in whole or part, without  
Additional permission, if credit is given to the READING RADIO CLUB BULLETIN and the 
authors. 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
December 1st, 2021 - EMAIL VERSION STARTED ON FEBRUARY 10, 1998. 

 CIRCULATION:  90 RRC - 106 RRC ELIGIBLE NON-MEMBERS, 
 FIVE CLUBS WE SWAP BULLETINS WITH, PLUS 10 OTHER CLUBS. 

 THE  FREQUENCY  OF  PUBLICATION  IS  MONTHLY. 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Deadline for all bulletins is the 25th of the prior month.  However,  
earlier is better.  Please submit to kc3pcs@gmail.com.   ** Please note that 

the editors reserve the right to accept, change, reject anything submitted for 
the RRC Bulletin. 


