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New Zealand is on the Underside of 
Earth 8,135 miles from Florida

(took some getting used to the gravity there)

Image by Chris Dean, KD7CNJ



Why I was in New Zealand

• Visited daughter Diana Siwiak, ZL/KE4QXL
• Reached out to ZL Ham Radio community

– John Yaldwyn, ZL4JY, kindly responded
– Invited me to visit            and present my “play”

and “work” technical activities
• Brought along a small HF station
• Allocated a few hours on 2 days for 

ZL/KE4PT operation, targeting Florida



Diana Siwiak, ZL/KE4QXL
Ph.D. Candidate in Sonic Arts



Searched for Portable Ham Radio Sites…



Searched High…



Searched Low…



Consulted a 
Wizard…



Portable DX-Go-Bag Station
• DX-Go-Bag

– 5 W HF/VHF/UHF transceiver
– Morse key
– portable loop and OCEF dipole 

antennas 
– audio sound card interface
– small laptop computer

• Phone, CW, and digital modes
• Fits in small, airport-security-

friendly, backpack
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Preparing in FL for the Trip

Further tests from Vista 
View Park in Broward 
County, FL; verified the 
equipment list

Initial tests from inside my 
living room in Coral Springs, 
FL; demonstrated 5,630 
mile path

The    ZL  FL path 
is 8,135 miles!
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DX-Go-bag Station 
Living Room Test Results

my goal!

That builds confidence!

Typical QSOs
from living room

my goal!



VOACAP Prediction ZL  FL
JT65 at 5 W CW at 5 W



Wizard’s Choice: 
Portable Station Sites

JT65 from Frank Kitts Park, 
Wellington, New Zealand

“Are you a spy?”

CW from Mount Victoria, 
Wellington, New Zealand



Worked Three Countries on JT65

goal
achieved!

There is a lot of Pacific Ocean between ZL and any land to 
North and North East: it’s 8,000 miles or nothing!



Results
• I had a great deal of fun!
• Thoroughly enjoyed New Zealand touring 

and hiking!
• 2 hours allocated for JT65  made a 

handful of QSOs in 3 countries
• 2 hours allocated for CW, but no QSOs!
• Dan, AI4CJ, snagged 

a “new one” for DXCC! 



Thank You!



http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/ap131222.html




