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The personal is Bob—
with one “O”

Bob Lyonsis a person who gets
involved. If you visit his house
in Vienna you will find him
involved in some major re-
modeling projects. On the job,
Bob is so involved in his work
he’s won awards for his job
performance. Heinvolves him-
self with people who would be
considered less fortunate. As
an officer in the Klub and an of-
ficer in the Amateur Radio
Emergency Service (ARES),
Bob is involved with one of his
hobbies—ham radio.

Bob’slandlord likes it when
Bob says he’s going to remodel
the house. The landlord’s sat-
isfaction is in knowing that the
job Bob does will be done right
with particular attention given
to detail and quality.

'1

On the air, KBSEFB, Bob operates his Kenwood 7400 and Braille
writer when running the Tuesday night PARK/ARES net at 9 p.m.

paint from the woodwork in
my house,” Bob says. “When
I'm finished, I'll have re-done
the walls and several other

“Sometimes, people say things like:
‘Did you see that?’ “Or. ‘Hindsight is 20/20.°

Right off, they feel uncomfortable. But, I try to

make them feel at ease—and add some humor.”
Bob Lyons regarding sighted people

“Right now, I am removing projects inside the house.”
about six to eight layers of old Bob also enjoys his career.

As a production worker at SW
Resources, Inc, he works with
companies like GE, DuPont,
Corning, Ames and Walker.”]
assemble Eagle brand garden
tools and package a lot of

small parts for things like
Walker metal buildings,”

Bob says. One of the com-
panies he works with is a com-
pany heworked for. “Iworked
for Best Photo/Nashua for 16
years. And now [ help assemble
direct mail for them.”

see One “0” page three



President’s Corner

Curt Fouse, KS8UC

Upgrade for
you? |
Out-the-door

for me, maybe!

My wife and I return from a
lovely vacation in the Pocono
Mountains in western Pa. and
the first thing I hear from
WDBSLKT, John, is that during
the July meeting, a committee
was created to getrid of me!

On the other hand, there is
good news for those who up-
grade. The FCC says the li-
cense processing time will be
cut from six to thirteen weeks
downtosevendays, when their
electronic filing system goes
online.

Do you have plans to up-
grade or know others whoneed
to be tested? Let me or any
member of the Klub’s VE team
know what your needs

are and we'll schedule a test
session.

Now, back to the search for
new officers and Klub leader-
ship positions. Perhaps you
have some new ideas for the
Klub’s direction. You're the
perfect candidate for an office.
Don’t think because you're a
new hamor thefact thatyou’ve
never held Klub office before,
that it is a closed shop, so to
speak. New,blood is what is
needed to keep our purpose
and needs fresh. ¥ you don’t
think newcomers can accom-
plish great things, you should
haveseenhow KB8NRB, Larry,
handled his first Field Day di-
rector’s position—great job
Larry.

Now, I have been asked to
yield the mic to KFSNW, Larry.

Take it away, Larry!

Thank you Curt. As many of
you know, Curt is a somewhat
humble guy, HI. Idon’t think he
would bring this up in his com-
ments, so I will.

Curt, you have been doing
afine job this year asPREZ. -

And there is another need the
nominating committee will not
address—so, again, I will.

The Klub's newsletter is look-

ing for a new editor. The obvious
choice would be my assistant |
KA8NJW., Jerry, as the chief edi- |
tor. A good choice for one assis-
tantwould be NSFID, Russ. There |
is also room for another associate
editor position or two. Why don'’t :
you thinkabout it? Remember, we
all should be contributing editors

by submitting items for the news-
letter.

One more thing Curt, I don’t
think thereis a bylaw that says you
can’t be nominated for your pres-
ent office again. Maybe you can
comment on that at the next meet-
ing.
Back to you, Curt!

I knew I shouldn’t let that
loud mouth have the mic in
this column. Oh well! ,

- Hope to see you at the next
meeting.

VY 73 de KS8UC, Curt

Klub Notes

submitted by
Rory, KB8MDN, secretary

Klub will rent chairs at Homecoming.
Nomination committee named to
appoint new officers.
K8BOT, JEP gave preliminary report
on Field Day results.
N8UXF, Mike won the 50/50 drawing.
Was decided to thank Vienna officials
for; use of wildlife park during Field
Day. s
Appreciation expressed to all who
helped with Field Day.

1992-1993 Officers and staff

I
Curt Fouse, K8UC, President :
Earl Hulce, KBS8HRG, VP |

. John McGuffey, NSNBL, VP
Bob Lyons, KBSEFB, VP |
Rory Hughes, KBS8MDN, Sect. |
Jane McGuffey, NSMOW, Treas. |
Jerry Wharton, KASNJW, Ed.
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There’s another side of Bob
which you don’t hear about
and one he doesn’t advertise a
lot. He says, “I enjoy repairing
small appliances, toasters,
sweepers—things like that.
And I do a lot of it for people
that most would consider poor
orless fortunate. Idon’tcharge
them for the repairs. I have
even bought the parts for
them.” Bob says he doesn’t
advertise his services to people
who could afford to pay him
because of the work load he
already has. Hesays, “It’s sort
of my way of giving back to
others. I know what it’s like
when people give to you—
many people have helped me
in the past.”

When it comes to hobbies,
Bob has several. “I work with
wood a lot in my shop,” he
says. “I have a Shopsmith,
power saws and other power
tools I use to make things for
me and as gifts for others.”

Bob has played music pro-

fessionally and enjoys playing.

the guitar. “I played in the
Inspiration Family, a gospel
group, and the Country Friends
country and western group
back in the ‘70s,” Bob says. He
has about 130 CDs of various
types of music in his library.
Bob attended PARK ama-
teur radio classes at Parkers-
burg High School in 1988 and
began another hobby—ham
radio. He says, “I have a tech-
nician-plus license. The sta-
tion is made up of a Ten-Tec

Omni D and a Kenwood 7400.
The antennas include a trap
dipole and a 2-meter beam.”

There is a special piece of
equipment in Bob's house that
is not ham radio related and
then thereisa unitconnected to
his ham gear. In the house
there’s a white cane. And on
the Ten-Tec there’s a voicesyn-
thesizer which speaks and tells
Bob the operating frequency of
the rig. There is also a Braille
writer in the shack.

You see—Bob is blind. At
birth Bob was diagnosed with
congenital myopia. “By agesix
I had lost my sight in my right
eye,” hesays. “By age 121 was
totally blind.”

«I think 57 check-ins
was the biggest net I

have ever run.”
Bob Lyons, NCS

Bob has, as most blind
people do, adapted well. He
says, “Sometimes people say
things like: ‘Did you see that?’
“Or. ‘Hindsightis 20/20." Right
off, they feel uncomfortable.
But, I try to make them feel at
ease—and add some humor.”
That is dne virtue Bob exposes
on the air and in person—his
sense of humor.

Now, just how does a blind
man run one of the area’s larg-
est nets on 2-meters? “Mostly
by memory,” he says. “I use
my Braille writer to keep the
check-ins in order, but I usu-
ally have them written before

the person is finished speak-
ing. Irecognize their voiceand
know their calls. Usually, I
don’t write the prefix down,
just the suffix.” Weekly, Bob
handles about 30 check-ins.” I
think 57 check-ins was the big-
gest net I have ever run,” he
says.

Without going into detail
about how a Braille writer
works, letit suffice tosay thatit
uses shortcuts and abbreviated
words and word groups simi-
lar to CW shortcuts and abbre-
viations.

Besides his Braille writer
and other special pieces of
equipment, Bob has manufac-
tured some of his own. ‘I
needed a yard stickI could use,
soImadeone,” hesays. “Ilabel
all my canned goods andhave
made myself a phonebook and
address catalog.”

Each Tuesday evening at
9 p.m. you hear, “This is
KB8EFB opening the Parkers-
burg Amateur Radio Klub/
ARESnet. The personal on this
end is Bravo—Oscar—Bravo.
That's Bob, with one “O”.

Bob has anchored the Klub’s
net for three years. However,
he encourages others to be the
NCS on the net. As a matter of
fact, he admits it’s nice to have
abreak from being the NCS.

Bob, thanks for the interview
and your commitment to the Klub.

VY73 de KFSNW, Larry



147.390 +, the Klub’s best kept secret -

“luse it a lot.” WDSCYV, Dave.

It's there. Waiting. It's always
listening and it's ready. No, it'snota
great white shark lurking in the still
waters of the deep. It's the least used
resource of the Parkersburg Amateur
Radio Klub—the 39-machine.

A recent survey of some hams in
the area revealed that many of them
know nothing about this service of
the Klub.

Klub/ARES Net on
146.970
Tuesdays at 9 p.m.

&

Valley Girls Net on
146.970

Guy wire guy. KASNJW, Jerry.

WDB8CYV, Dave says, “Linda
(NSLDM) and [ useitalot. It'sa good
way for me to get in touch with her
when she’s getting off work.”

The39-machine serves thedown-
town and south Parkersburg area
well. While coverage in the outback
may be limited—it’s still a good unit
to use when the “other” machine is
busy.

The latest plus for this plus ma-
chine (remember the offset is plus
600KHz)isa higherantennaand new
tower.

Thursdays at 9 p.m. It’s there, alright. Now, use it!
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and least

used
resource

KBSHRG, Earl, risks life
and limb atop the new “39”
tower.
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