
  

Reporting GPS Location
● This training makes the assumption that you 

already have some experience using Winlink 
and JS8Call

● This can be implemented using telnet (on 
Winlink) or radio on both VHF and HF



  

Use GPS for EmComm
If you are deployed to a known shelter, it might be 
assumed that at least one person knows that 
location. Others may not know the address and 
being able to report your location would be helpful.

You may be sent to a remote site to give a report 
and your gps coordinates would allow for a 
precise location.



  

Unexpected need for location

It is always a good idea to know how to report 
where you are in the event you may need help. 

You might have car trouble or come across some 
road or other damage that you can send in a 
report with GPS coordinates.



  

What we will cover
● Purchase a GPS receiver of your choice
● Two I have used are covered here
● Download and install drivers
● Set up Winlink, and JS8Call to use your GPS
● Use Winlink and JS8Call to report your position



  

GlobalSat GPS Receiver

I have used this 
receiver and it works 
well.

The longer cord gives me 
the flexibility to place the 
receiver in a clear area.



  

Thumb drive sized receiver

GPS receivers require an open 
view of the sky and this one 
does not work as well in my 
shack that has a metal roof.

I also use this 
receiver. It is very 
compact. 



  

● Download and install the usb driver 
before plugging in the gps device

● Instructions here are for the 
GlobalSat Receiver. 

● https://www.globalsat.com.tw/
style/frame/m5/features.asp?
content_set=color_2&lang=2&cu
stomer_id=909&name_id=10593

Install Driver for Globalsat



  

Install Driver
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● Extract files
● Install PL2303-Prolific 

DriverInstaller_v1200



  

Check Device Manager for Port
● Plug in your gps to 

the usb port on your 
computer

● Look in Device Manager 
to confirm which com 
port is being used



  

Install Driver for U-blox 7 
● https://www.u-blox.com/

en/product-resources/
property_file_product_filte
r/14432

● u-blox GNSS 
Standard Driver for 
Windows, v1.2.0.8



  

Configure Winlink to use GPS
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Configure Winlink to use GPS
● Box on the left is 

before setting the 
com port and baud

● Pick the port you 
found in Device Mgr 
and Baud for your 
GPS



  

Now that you have Winlink set up to use a GPS 
receiver, we will take a look at two ways to report 

your location when you are deployed.



  

Create a message with GPS 
Coordinates

● Click Message
● Then select New 

Message



  

Check In via Winlink
● Start composing a new 

message
● Click “Select Template”
● Select “Winlink Check 

In.txt” from the General 
Forms group



  

Winlink Check In form



  

Fill in your location information
● The Date and Time should fill in automatically

● Select the proper Status, Band, and Mode

● Fill in the Send To address

● The Lat/Lon is filled in if GPS present, otherwise you could use an 
app on your phone to obtain the coordinates.

● List call signs of operators present.

● List your name and call sign

● Add the name of your location. Home, shelter name etc.



  

Add a Brief Situation Report
● If other operators present add names here
● Add other information related to your present 

status
● When done entering all information, click on the 

submit button
● If you need to start over, click Reset Form



  

Basic Info
Here we are sending 
a telnet message to 
net control

NF4CA has a winlink 
address, so the call 
sign is all that is 
needed



  

Message ready to post to outbox
This message is now 
ready to post to the 
outbox for sending.

The message could also 
be sent to a non winlink 
address and they would 
be able to see your 
information



  

GPS Position Report
● There are multiple ways to 

report your position via 
Winlink

● One that we use in 
exercises is the SHARES 
SPOTREP-2

● For this training use the 
GPS Position Report



  

Fill in Report
● Select Click to use 

connected GPS LAT 
LON

● Add a useful 
comment

● When complete, click 
Submit



  

Report ready to send
● Add additional email 

addresses as needed
● Post to Outbox
● Chose your method to 

send and then 
transmit



  

Send Report
● Sending message on 

VARA HF

● Sent through AB4NX 
near Atlanta, Ga.



  

Message Sent



  

Position Report on aprs.fi 



  

JS8Call 
● This assumes you 

already have JS8Call 
installed on Windows.

● https://m0iax.com/downlo
adfiles/

●  (I had to copy and paste 
the link in a new tab)

https://m0iax.com/downloadfiles/
https://m0iax.com/downloadfiles/


  

Install JS8Call Utilities
● Extract zip file

● Right click and select 
create shortcut

● Drag shortcut to desktop



  

● Initial view is before 
selecting Get Grid

● After your GPS is 
connected, select Get 
Grid from GPS



  

● With JS8Call 
open

● Select TX Grid
● This will load 

and send your 
location



  

Report Sent



  

Location posted on aprs.fi
● After a minute or 

so, an icon will 
appear on a map 
such as seen at 
aprs.fi
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