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Learning Objectives:

1. Describe steps of radio
messaging

2. Identify references

3. Identify training options
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Do Not Just
Complete the
Form Top to
Bottom

Unless you like to make errors.

Forms impose organization on the
medium (printed form on paper, or
displayed form on screen).

Forms exist for the purpose of helping a
person get information in the right
format.

Format is organization of data to support
exchange or storage.
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Four Steps In Radio Messaging

Prepare message Send prepared Receive prepared Give the written
for relay for message from your message from message to the
someone else. radio station to another radio addressee (“To”),
(2) To another radio station at your so it makes sense
(4) From station. radio station. to them.

(3) Text Not radio stuff!
(1) Preamble

Not radio stuff!
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Origination
Prepare message for relay

(usually for someone else).

Origination is organizing the thoughts of
one person for transmission.

To (including how to get it there: phone,
physical address, or station).

From (including how to reply: phone,
physical address, or station).

Text (what to say).
Preamble (radio operators).



PREAMBLE (1)

(1] 2] (3] (4] (5] (6] ] 18]
NR | PREC | HX__ | STNORIG | CK PLACE OF ORIG TIME FILED | MON DY
1 R HXE WIAW 12 NEWINGTON CT 1830Z JUL 1
(2)TO DONALD R SMITH THIS RADIO MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED AT:(9)
164 EAST SIXTH AVE AMATEURSTATION ___ TEL______
RIVER CITY MD 00789 NAME
STREET ADDRESS _____ S

TEL 301 555 3470 CITYSTATEZP

MPG 1.0.2 EX&IIlple OP NOTE (2.4)
TXT (3)

THANKS FOR MESSAGE X HOPE
. . TO SEE YOu AT HAMFEST
Shows radiogram form with the “part” (or x 7
“block”) numbers in parens.
.. . . . SIG (4) DIANA OP NOTE (4.2)

Origination part is in the bottom-left, part 7. ReTD | [ | [P

(5) WD3w MEPN 012215Z JUL 91 (6) KD3JK MDD 012308Z JUL 91
.. . . . (7) ORIG - FROM - DATE/TIME (8) DLVD - TO - DATE/TIME
The origination record is so if someone asH Name Name
how W1AW number 1 (this message) got o o

created, the radio operator has recorded the
name and contact information for the person
who worked with the operator to make the
message.

It also includes date and time, which could
show a delay between creating the message
and getting it to the sending operator.

There’s no “radio stuft” yet.

Completion of the form helps to format the message for

transmission.

Completion of the origination part helps to establish the
record of where the message came from in the first place.




Standard Radiogram
Form

What'’s happening?
There is no origination part!

You're right. Use “Received” (RECD)
for origination on the standard for

In origination, you received a message and
might have asked questions to get complete
information for transmission.

Record who gave you the message and how
(verbally? in-house phone? written?)...

Record date and time that you got the
message.

THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE
RADIOGRAM

TIME FILED | DATE |

| NUMBER PRECEDENCE

STATION OF ORIGIN | CHECK | PLACE OF ORIGIN

TO THIS RADIO MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED AT
AMATEUR STATION PHONE

NAME

STREET ADDRESS

TELEPHONE NUMBER CITY, STATE, ZIP

ROM | DATE | TIME

i< T
REC'D SENT

THIS MESSAGE WAS HANDLED FREE OF CHARGE BY A LICENSED AMATEUR RADIO OPERATOR, THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE, INC, IS THE NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP SOCIETY OF

o | DATE | TIME

There’s no radio stuff here, so you received it from a
person, even if that person is a radio operator. You didn’t
get it from a station.

If you're a radio operator staffing W8SGT and originate a
message that B. Jones verbally gave, you received the
message from B. JONES/VERBAL, not from his callsign.




THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE
RADIOGRAM

ATION OF ORIGIN CHECK | PLACE OF ORIGIN

TIME FILED | DATE |

THIS RADIO MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED AT
AMATEUR STATION PHONE

A Detail

This isn’t a tutorial on origination but her’s
one other thing to know so you have the
concept.

The STATION OF ORIGIN
is the station where the message was

NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

originated. In our example, it’s W8SGT. BJOVES/VERBALIU 2914052 sere |~ | ~
This radiogram in the station record at

WS8SGT clearly was originated for B. JONES, Your callsign does not matter. This message was

and came in verbally at 1405Z (10:05 A.M. originated at W8SGT.

EDT) on July 29.

“Tell them thanks for the coffee before B. Jones might have a station callsign but it does not
mid-afternoon today!” matter. This message was received from B. JONES,

verbally, and has nothing to do with Jones’ station.




Message Status?

This message is at station W8SGT.
What is the status of the message?
Unsent, waiting for action at station W8SGT.

How do we know?
It’s RECEIVED from someone.
It’s ORIGINATED at W8SGT.
W8SGT is this station.
SENT is empty.

This message needs action!

THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE
RADIOGRAM
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

IGIN CHECK PLACE OF ORISIN

| NUMBER | PRECEDENCE HX | STATION

© S4/HHC/4 C/0 WeOMR e DR -
COLUMBUS OH 43228 “;m

ARL FIFTY THREE COF FEE

5;?%?0%%‘6/0%%06%&‘}#325‘5—
B.JOVES/VERBALJUL 29 14052 sene | ™ [

THIS MESSAGE WAS HANDLED FREE OF CHARGE BY A LICENSED AMATEUR RADIO OPERATOR, THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE, INC, IS THE NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP SOCIETY OF

The parts of the radiogram format work together to
provide not only accounting after the fact but to show
the status of the message as it’s being handled.




Move the message from one station

i< >

Relay

to another station.

Relay moves the message from one
station to another station.

The station that is holding the message
must handle it.

The station holding the message will
send it to another station.

The station receiving the message now
holds it and must handle it.

Accounting happens at each step.



Relay: Send




THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE
RADIOGRAM
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

IGIN CHECK PLACE OF ORISIN

| NUMBER | PRECEDENCE HX | STATION

. " S4/HHC/1 C/0 WsOMR sy
Relay' Send tO W8THV COLUMBUS OH 43228 sasc SR
WS8SGT is on a net and lists the traffic for
WSOMR COLUMBUS. ARL FIFTY THREE COFFEE
WS8OMR is not in the net.
Net control directs nearby station W8THV to —BIONES OHIO-EMAC/OWSSETCOLUMBYS43235——

take message for WSOMR.

WS8THYV calls W8SGT and receives the
message.

WS8SGT records station, date, and time

saying ROGER (or sending “QSL”).

This message at station W8SGT is now

handled. WS8SGT operator should file the message where it stays
until policy says. (Not 0 days, also probably not forever.)

- WBTHV ](/427 J7‘/3?"?12

JERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE. INC, IS THE NATI MEMBERSHIP SOCIETY Of

SENT is completed at the time that it “leaves” the station.
This shows when W8THV operator said ROGER (or sent
QSL). The message is “off” of W8SGT and “on” WSTHV.




THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE

RADIOGRAM

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Relay: Send to W8

sssssssssss

WS8SGT is on a net and lists
WS8OMR COLUMBUS.

WS8OMR is not in the n

THREE  COFFEE

Net control directs nea
take message for WSOMR.

WS8THYV calls W8SGT an
message.

WS8SGT records station, date, HYV operator said ROGER (or sent
saying ROGER (or sending “ S > of W8SGT and “on” WSTHV.

This message at station W,
handled. or should file the message where it stays

re'\ay y =

=]
i< >
b=



Relay: Receive




THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE
é nnnnnnnnnnnn @
NUMBER PRECEDENCE HX STATION IGIN CHECK PLACE OF ORIGIN TIME FILED

Relay: Receive from

W 8 S GT ° S4/HHC/1 C/0 WsOMR sy
COLUMBUS OH 43228 “Q.T‘D.,
WS8SGT is on a net and lists the traffic for ARL FIETY THREE COFFEE

WS8OMR COLUMBUS.
WS8OMR is not in the net.

Net control directs nearby station W8THV to Wofffe—fﬁfﬂ—c/‘@—%ﬁc&%ﬁﬁqu—gj—
take message for WBOMR. reco WESGT IJUZ Z?I 14392 sent I |
WS8THYV calls W8SGT and receives the

message. This message at W8SGT clearly needs action:

WS8THV records station, date, and time RECD complete, TO elsewhere, SENT empty

operator said ROGER (or sending “QSL”).
Only three actions allowed:

This message now needs action at W8THV. 1. Relay to another station
2. Delivery to the addressee
3. Service (cancel this and originate new) message to
STATION OF ORIGIN




Relay: Send




THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE
é nnnnnnnnnnnn @
NUMBER PRECEDENCE HX STATION IGIN CHECK PLACE OF ORIGIN TIME FILED

. " S4/HHC/1 C/0 WsOMR sy
Relay: Send to WBOMR COLUMBUS OH 43228 —
WS8THYV is on a net and lists the traffic for
WSOMR COLUMBUS. ARL FIFTY THREE COFFEE
WS8OMR is in the net.
Net control directs W8OMR to take message —BIONES OHIO-EMAC/OWSSETCOLUMBYS43235——
from WS8THV. =

RECD Wg g; é 4

THIS MESSAGE WAS HAN =

WSOMR ___JU 3115082

HCAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE, INC, IS THI AL MEMBERSHIP SOCIETY Of

WS8OMR calls W8THV and receives the
message.

WS8THYV records station, date, and time
saying ROGER (or sending “QSL”).

This message at station W8THV is now
handled. WS8THYV operator should file the message where it stays

until policy says. (Not 0 days, also probably not forever.)

SENT is completed at the time that it “leaves” the station.
This shows when W8THV operator said ROGER (or sent
QSL). The message is “oft” of W8THV and “on” W8OMR.




Relay: Receive
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Relay: Receive from (2= [P~ | "B Ws<GT ARLl COLUMBUS OH 174232 ]0¢ 24

WS8THYV v bl matiss
WS8THYV is on a net and lists the traffic for
W8OMR COLUMBUS. MESSHRL FIFTY THREE  COFFEE
WS8OMR is in the net.
If\lri’ﬁn cc\)/\r;grol_lI \(}Ilrects W8OMR to take message omeonrons,  BJONES OHIO EMA C/0 WES5T
. COLUMBUS 43235 N

WB8OMR calls W8THV and receives the ""("\‘L"'WTHV " ]U[ 29 75032[ e

message.

WS8OMR records station, date, and time
operator said ROGER (or sending “QSL”).

This message at W8OMR clearly needs action:

1. RECD from W8THYV (a station, i.e., radio)
This message now needs action at WSOMR. 2. TO is some other station

3.  SENT is empty

Still must relay, deliver, or service.

E)
i< >
b=



RADIOGRAM

Station WSOMR Take (72 [P~ | "B WEET ARLl« COLUMBUS 0K [1723270¢ 23
° TO: S Qz HH’( { !/_C,ZO_W&M
ACtlon QQ![!MSU& QH 43228 RECEIVED AT WS8OMR

S6/HHC/4CSSB OHMR
COLUMBUS OH 43228

ESSARL FIFTY THREE _ COFFEE

WB8OMR now has the message.

Station always decides which action to take:

1. Relay to another station
2. Deliver to the addressee, or
3.  Service (cancel and notice).

rROM SIGNATUREy: _BJONES OHIO EMA C/0 WS6T
LOLYMBYS 43235

CUUWSTHY " JUL 5% 15082 7T

Looking at “addressee” (TO),
we see it is directed to this station.

We do not use radio to relay this message

further Since we are now delivering, we can now complete part 9

_ - of the radiogram (“THIS MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED AT”),
We have all information needed here to which is not preprinted on this form. Doesn’t matter.

deliver. Goes in the same place.




What’s The Status?

COLUMBUS OH 43228 RECEIVED AT WSOMR

S6/HHC/4CSSB OHMR

WB8OMR now has the message. COLUMBUS OH 43228
MESSHRL FIFTY THREE _ COFFEE

W8OMR can make delivery, no radio relay.

WB8OMR has not yet made delivery.
SENT part is empty.

rROM SIGNATUREy: _BJONES OHIO EMA C/0 WS6T
WS8OMR needs to deliver this message! —  — eeeemmm_—_n"n"n COLMERS43235

Could be by phone if we know it,
Could be hand-delivery or courier,
Could be posted to site message board,

Could be intraoffice mail. However it will get delivered, we know that delivery has
not yet happened.

B
i< >
-



Delivery

Give the written message to the
addressee (“To”), so it makes sense
to them.

i< >
b=

Delivery takes the relayed message and
prepares it for the recipient.

The station that is holding the message
must handle it.

No radio stuff!

Accounting continues.



Delivery: No More
Radio

In this example, we deliver via internal email:

To: V.V. Resourceful

From: R.T. Operator

Date: Jul 29 11:17:31 EDT (-0400)
Subject: Radio Mgssage from Ohio EMA

SGT:
Message for you op follows. You
can send radio reBponse through me.
V/R,
R.T. Operator PFC§OH), OHMR

2914327 JUL 20
TO S4/HHC/4

FR B JONES OHIO EMA
RECEIVED YOUR COFFEE. )S VERY MUCH
APPRECIATED; MANY THANKS:

COLUMBUS OH 43228 RECEIVED AT W8OMR
S6/HHC/4CSSB OHMR

COLUMBUS OH 43228

MESSHRL FIFTY THREE _ COFFEE

rROM SIGNATUREy: _BJONES OHIO EMA C/0 WS6T
LOLYMBYS 43235

CUUWETHY ™ JUL 2% 15082 VeResourceful/email JUL29 15127

Never just throw a message at the addressee. Callin
someone up to say “ARL FIFTY I SPELL FOXTROT INDIX..”
does no one any good.

You might attach a copy of the radiogram itself buifn any
case turn it back into something human readable

hen you make the delivery, it’s SENT.



Delivery: No More
Radio

In this example, we deliver via internal email:

To: V.V. Resourceful

From: R.T. Operator

Date: Jul 29 11:17:31 EDT (-0400)
Subject: Radio Message from Ohio EMA

SGT:

Message for your shop follows. You
can send radio response through me.
V/R,

R.T. Operator PFC (OH), OHMR

2914327 JUL 20

TO S4/HHC/4

FR B JONES OHIO EMA

RECEIVED YOUR COFFEE. IT’S VERY MUCH
APPRECIATED; MANY THANKS.

RADIOGRAM

O
i

L2~ |"P™ | "B¢" WEEET ARLly COLUMBUS OH 142320 23
— S4/HHC/4 C/0 WSOMR

COLUMBUS OH 43228 RECEIVED AT W8OMR
S6/HHC/4CSSB OHMR

COLUMBUS OH 43228

MESSHRL FIFTY THREE _ COFFEE

rROM SIGNATUREy: _BJONES OHIO EMA C/0 WS6T
LOLYMBYS 43235

CUUWETHY ™ JUL 2% 15082 VeResourceful/email JUL29 15127

Delivery goes to a person,ﬂ‘otla station;

this is the complement of origination.

Now the message is “off of” W8OMR, and it can be filed,
in accordance with the station policy. Probably not 0
days, but also not forever.
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Recap

All of the parts together

RECD is when station receives the
message:
Origination if it’s from a person
Often not by amateur radio
Relay if it’s from a station

SENT is when station sends the message:
Relay if it’s from a station
Delivery if it’s to a person
Often not by amateur radio
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Question

What if the message came in over
amateur radio but was informal?

Informal message (chatter) that results in
the creation of a formal message
(radiogram) is treated exactly as if a
person spoke to a station operator.

Same as email to station operator.
Or phone call to station operator.

Origination is preparing for relay, making
the formal message.



Proper Message Records Can Help Trace and
Find Problems

" S4/HHC/ 4 C/0 WsOMR e I
COLUMBUS OH 43228 S E_

ARL FIFTY THREE C’OfFE € p— AD IO GRAM

mir ARL ¢ COLUMBUS 0K lmzzlm 29

o ©n g
ERER

I— 25! 43228 RECEIVED AT W8OMR

WW/@WW‘?3ZSS S6/HHC/4CSSB OHMR

BAOVES/VERBALTUL 21 14052 | son WETHV __JUL 2914542 cotumBus o 43228
OHIO EMAC/O-WESET COLUMBUS 43235—— Ty THREE  COFFEE

recoWSS6T | JUL 29114342 sens WSOMR ~— JUL 29 15082

THIS MESSAGE WAS HANDLED FREE OF CHARGE BY A LICENSED AMATEUR RADIO OPERATOR, |  THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE. INC, IS THE NATIONAL MEMEERSHIP SOCIETY OF

FROM (SIGNATURE:. B JONE S OHIO EMA C/0 WsS6T
LOLYMBYS 43235

CUWETHV Y JUL 2% 15082\ V. Recourceful/email JUL 29 15177

E)
i< >
b=



Thank You!

C. Matthew Curtin KD8TTE
youtube.com/KD8TTE

See Episode 008, Radio
Message Accounting and Lifecycle
of a Radiogram
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