The reader will probably now be familiar with the aim and
general purpose of this short series of articles, namely to
give the radio amateur the linguistic tools for a basic QSO in
different common world languages. The language con-
sidered this time is Spanish which many amateurs have
come into contact with during their holidays, but our aim is
not to tell you how to order coffee on the Costa del Sol, just
to give you enough Spanish to catch the DX from the
Spanish speaking stations.

Spanish is a very important world language since it is not
only spoken in Spain (EA) but has been taken from there into

e New World. a table of these countries is shown below.
“ any of these countries are “catches” in terms of DX.
Spanish is not the official language of Brazil, whose
language is Portuguese.

QTH Locations

Consultation of the excellent RSGB Amateur Radio
Operating Manual shows that many countries have a system
of location within their callsign. Mainland Spain is divided
into nine areas, EA1-9. EA9, for example, is Southern Spain,
where the co-author of this article comes from. Generally the
lower the number the nearer the area is to us in Great
Britain: EA1 for example is the North West and Basque area
of Spain, with whom contacts on 144MHz (2m) are possible
from the author's QTH in North Wales under lift conditions.
Locations in North and Central Spain are usually worked on
14MHz (20m) and Southern Spain on 21 and 28MHz (15
and 10m)}—depending on conditions.

Most of the Southern and Central American countries
have a basically similar system with up to nine different call
areas. Maps of these are in the Amateur Radio Operating
Manual. Most countries use numbers, though in Uruguay the

-st letter denotes the province.

= Four of the countries—Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua

and Venezuela permit third party traffic but the licensed
amateur in the UK is reminded that our licensing conditions
sermit only contact with other licensed operators, not third
narties. Your contact in these countries would be com-
mitting no breach of his licence conditions, but your speak-
ng to third parties might bring you into conflict with our
authorities.

CE Chile HK Colombia Tl Costa Rica
CM, CO Cuba HP Panama XE, XF Mexico
CP Bolivia HR Honduras YN Nicaragua
CX Uruguay KP4 Puerto Rico| YS El Salvador
HC Equador LU Argentina YV, 4M Venezuela
HI Dominican OA Peru ZP Paraguay
Republic TG Guatemala

Table 1
Practical Wireless, September 1983

To identify towns in Spain the author again recommends
a detailed atlas with its full index of place names.

Spanish and English

As has been seen, Spanish is a truly international
language and this has implications for the Spanish radio
operator. Armed only with Spanish on the h.f. bands, the
Spanish operator, provided he has suitable equipment, is
almost assured of getting good contacts, some of them in
rare locations, in his own language—and there are about
50000 radio amateurs in Spanish America. The Spanish
operator does not, therefore, feel the same pressure to learn
English as other nations have found. It is thus possible to
find stations from mainland Spain coming back to you with
no English at all or with only one or two words especially on
v.h.f. There are many Spaniards, of course, who speak good
English and many others who have enough English for a

My rig is home brew
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QSO—>but in fact many Spanish operators are in a very
similar position to many readers reading this, practically no
knowledge of the other person's language. This means that
even a few words of Spanish from you will help.

South and Central America

A knowledge of Spanish here can lead to some good DX
though you might find that you have to fight off stiff
American opposition for contacts. One Spanish American,
Fred Green LUSWS, who has Welsh connections, and was
in regular contact with GWA4CFC, dared not call that station
for fear of being swamped by US callholders. Thus Dr. Liyr
Gruffydd (GW4CFC) usually called him and the ensuing con-
versation was in Welsh! The Spanish of America differs from
that of mainland Spain, just as American English differs from
British English and there are differences in pronunciation.
The Castillian Il (Li) becomes almost an English “y"” and in
the River Plate countries and part of Southern Spain it
becomes the "'si"’ in English “invasion”.

The Spanish used in this Article

Although we have used the word Spanish until now
loosely, it would be more accurate to use the word Castillian,
as the Spaniards do to describe the approved Spanish used
for speaking with foreigners and the standard Spanish used
as the basis of the written language. Other areas of Spain
differ in dialect and South American English is more akin to
these dialects in their pronunciation. The letter “c” before
“e" and "i" is pronounced as “th” in “thank’ in Castillian but
as "'s” in other dialects.

Spanish is more like French and Latin than German and
this means that many of the technical words look very
similar to English technical words, and are thus easy to
remember—and to try out! Also once more there is a great
resemblance between the pronunciation of Spanish and the
written form.

How to use the Guide

We suggest that you once more start your own little
notebook or sheet with a very basic QSO, e.g. signal report,
name, QTH and weather. Even five short phrases can be suf-
ficient to help the Spaniard on the other end. If the QRM is
bad then you can try the bi-lingual speaking method
suggested in the previous articles—namely you speak
Spanish, which is easier for your contact, and he uses
English which is easier for you.

Spanish Pronunciation

As has been suggested pronunciation of Spanish is fairly
straightforward, the five vowels a e i o u (w) are sharp
vowels with no tendency to being drawled as in English. The
diphthongs are pronounced like the two vowels together.
Spanish consonants that need attention are “r" which is
rolled, “ch” which is pronounced as “tsh” in church, “IlI" as
“Ii”, "y or “zi" according to dialect, “c + e as “th” or "s”
according to dialect, "b"” and v are pronounced with the
lips touching, “g+ e"” and “g+ i" are pronounced as “ch” in
Scots “loch” and “j" is “"ch".

As noted in the previous articles individuals speaking
Spanish will differ as to the number of anglicisms which they
will readily use or accept in their language. They will also
vary as to the use of “"hamisms’ and Q codes.

A~ ab o L AYEE. . ®. R i . am Lad

a

Call

Saycoo saycoo liamadha cheneral. Akee (own callsign) kay

CQ CQ Uamada general. Aqui (own callsign) que llama en

10, 15, 20 metros y queda atento.

neral call. This is (own callsign) calling on 10, 15,

and standing by.

lliama en dee-ehz, keensay, vehinteh metros ee kuaydha

atento.

to a Call

(EA7 ... ) Aqgui (G4XYZ) retornando/aqui (G4XYZ) que le (EA7 . .. ) Akee (GAXYZ) raytornando/akee (G4XYZ) kay lay

) This is (G4XYZ) replying/this is (G4XYZ) calling

liama.
Akee

llama.

estathion britanika/inglaysa/galaysa/escothesa/

inandaysa / australeeana / amerikana / canadeeaynsay /

nayozaylandaysa/swdafreekana.

la

Aqui la estacion britanica/inglesa/galesa/escocesa/irlandesa/
autraliana/americana/canadiense/Neozelandesa/sudafricana.

e British/English\Welsh/Scottish/Irish/Australian/

Canadian/New Zealand/South African station.

La estathion day abla espaniola akee . . .

La estacion de habla espafiola aqui. . .

sh speaking station thisis. . .

neone has Replied to Your Call

tradays/

Booenos deeas/booenas

booenas notshes estimadho colayga. Grathias por responder

Hay mas day oona estathion kay mee liama. Adaylante
amee liamadha.

(XYZ). Por favor liamay otra veth (XYZ). Por favor ayspayray.

Akee (own callsign).

Buenos dias/buenas tardes/buenas noches es-

Hay mas de una estacion que me llama. Adelante (XYZ). Por
timado Colega. Gracias por responder a mi llamada.

favor llame otra vez (XYZ). Por favor espere. Aqui (own

callsign).

Good

ore than one station replying. Go ahead (XYZ). Try
Please wait. This is (own callsign).

2Z).

fternoon/evening old man. Thank vou for returning

Crayo kay haymos tenidho contacto anteriormente.
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absorption wavemeter — ondametro de adsorbcion
ammeter — amperimetro

amplifier — amplificador

amplitude modulation — modulacion de amplitud
antenna — antena

antenna matching — adaptador de antena
antenna tuning unit — adaptador de antenas
aurora — aurora

auroral — auroral

balun — balun

band pass filter — filtro pasa banda
calibrator — calibrador

carrier frequency — frecuencia portadora
coaxial cable — cable coaxial

coil — la bobina

condenser — condensador

continuous wave — onda continua

cross modulation — modulacion cruzada
deviation — desviacion

dial — el dial

a digital frequency meter — frecuencimetro
directional antenna — antena direccional
disturbance — perturbaciones

dummy load — carga fantasma

earth — tierra

to earth — a tierra

fading — desvanecer

feeder — linea de alimentacion

final stage — etapa final

fixed — fijo

frequency modulation — modulacion de frecuencia
ground wave — onda de tierra

high pass filter — filtro paso alto

indoor antenna — antena interior

insulator — aislador

ionosphere — ionosesfera

jack — enchufe

lightning protection — proteccion pararayo
line of sight — al alcance de la vista

log book — libro de guardia

lower sideband — banda lateral inferior
low pass filter — filtro paso bajo

metal case — caja metalica

a meter — un contador

s

For those who have some knowledge of Spanish there follows a list of the most common technical words and phrases
The pronunciation is not given.

modulated wave — onda modulada
omnidirectional antenna — antena omnidireccional
operator — operador

oscillations — oscilaciones

parasitic oscillations — oscilaciones parasitas
plug — clavija

power supply — fuente alimentacion
preset — pre-ajustado

preset potentiometer — potenciometro pre-adjustado
pulse modulation — modulacion pulsatoria
to radiate — radiar

the range — el alcance

readability — inteligible

receiver — receptor

repeater — repetidor

r.f. amplifier — amplificador alta frecuencia
rig — el equioamento

rotating antenna — antena directiva
rotator — rotor

satellite — satelite

selectivity — selectividad

sensitivity — sensibilidad

shielded braiding — maya protectora
sideband — banda leteral

single sideband — banda lateral unica

skip zone — zona muerta

sky wave — onda espacial

sound frequency — frecuencia (audiofrecuencia)
speech processor — compresor de audio
standing wave — ondas estacionarias
switch — conmutador

transceiver — transceptor

transistor — transistor

transmitter — emisor

troposphere — tropoesfera

tuned circuit — circuito sintonizado

to tune up — sintonizar

upper sideband — banda lateral superior
valve — una valvula

variable — variable

vertical antenna — antena vertical

vertical rod — varilla vertical

voltmeter — viltimetro

wavelength — longitud de onda

Have Trio TR3200 432MHz f.m. portable transceiver in v.g.c.
Would exchange for 1C202(S) 144MHz s.s.b. portable in similar
condition. Tel: Alan G4ANMA 043886 505 (evenings and
weekends) or 0438 31338BB ext 4B5 (weekdays). Walkerton,
Herts. 7258

Have party built Juliet 3}in gauge coal-fired locomotive. Chassis
nearly ready plus parts for boiler. Would exchange the lot for
144MHz transceiver or amateur radio receiver or w.h.y. Tel:
Norwich 662460 (evenings). T259

Have Super-Colour Swinger Land Camera made by Polaroid.
Would exchange for useful gear for s.w.l., 144MHz converter for
communications receiver or w.h.y. M. James, "“Westholme”,
Church Lane, Lincoln LN2 1QJ. T260

Have Cybernet Beta 3000 CB rig, mobile and base station an-
tennas, gutter mount, cable, s.w.r. meter and p.s.u. Would ex-
change for FT-290R 144MHz transceiver or FRG-7700 receiver. J.
Whittle. Tel: Great Glen 3270. T295

Have Datong Morse Tutor and Hi-Mound key, as new in boxes.
Would exchange for h.f. RX, v.h.f. gear or Sinclair computer. Tel:
061-303 1792 (Manchester area). 7300

4?

Swap Spot

Have Dymar 144MHz f.m. portable transceiver with multi c
and eight NiCad packs. Would exchange for Sinclair Spe
ZX81 16K plus, heavy duty beam rotator and 144MHz lin
w.h.y. Tel: Sedgley 78792 (will return call).

Have CB rig converted to 2BMHz (10m) band. Would exchan
decent scanner. Tel: Stevenage 722845 (evenings).

Have Marconi TF144G signal generator 85kHz-25MHz, in
and external modulation with output level meter, working bu
condition. Also valve a.c. voltmeter. Would exchange for freq
counter or cassette deck. Mr. P. M. Blackett. Tel: O
8B38.

Have Realistic 50-channel PRO2002 programmable a.n
v.hf/u.hf. receiver cost £300, excellent condition. Woul
change for good compressor 5 to 6 c.f.m. Tel: Sunderland 67
(after 5pm).

Have Uniden 100 CB, 7amp p.s.u., Wot-pole, cable, s.w.r./f
meter as new in boxes. Also Prinzsound stereo tuner. Wou
change for short wave receiver suitable for RAE student
Stevenage 350310.

Practical Wireless, November .



