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President corner . . . 

Wow! Another month has come and gone.  Time seems to be flying by.  
We have decided to change the club meeting to the third Saturday of 
the month.  In July the meeting will be on the 21st at 10 am at 
McDonalds in Glenville.  We have a lot to talk about.  So, if you can 
make it, please do.  Field day has come and gone now and I hope you 
were able to participate at least for a few minutes.  If you missed it, it is 
ok, because there is a contest going on almost every weekend.  We are 
experiencing storms now almost daily, so, keep an eye on your rigs and 
antenna’s.  One lightning strike can really be costly.  I hope to hear 
each of you on the air somewhere.  I hope you are enjoying your 
summer. 73’ 
 
Ed N8OYY 

Local VHF repeaters 
 

-145.29 WB8WV (91.5) - Glenville 
-145.45 N8LGY (107.2)  - Grantsville 
-145.39 N8MIN (No pl) - Weston 
-146.655 K8VE (123 ) - Flatwoods 
-146.85 K8VE (103.5) - Buckhannon 
+147.030 N8ZAR (103.5) - Buckhannon 
+147.06 W8OO (103.5) - Crawford 
+147.300 WV8RAG (107.2) - Pennsboro 
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Upcoming Events 

 
July 1st - Somerset County PA Hamfest - Somerset, PA 
August 18th - Tri-State ARA Hamfest - Huntington, WV 
August 24th - WV State ARRL Convention - Weston, WV 
September 1st - PA State ARRL Convention - Uniontown, PA 
September 9th - Butler County ARA Swapfest - Butler, PA 
September 22nd - Coal County ARA Hamfest - Madison, WV 
October 13th - Parkersburg/Wood Hamfest - Mineral Wells, WV 
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Pioneer Amateur Radio Association Meeting - April 14, 2018 

 

Members present: Eugene Allen KG8KQ, Ed Messenger N8OYY & Steve Ostaff AB8CR 

 

No treasurers report was presented due to Edsel being absent. 

This meeting was informal due to the number of members who attended.  Ed Messenger mentioned that he and Eric KD8JPE accom-

plished at the repeater site earlier in the day.  The output of the repeater was increased from about 7 watts to 60 watts.  Everyone 

should see a big improvement. 

 

Ed also mentioned that he had heard that the President of the ARRL will be attending the WV State ARRL Convention this year at Jack-

son's Mill.  Dan Ringer, WV Section Manager is requesting all clubs to encourage as many amateurs as possible to attend the Conven-

tion to show a large support for him and to listen to his presentation.  The Date of the Convention is August 24th.  The time for his 

presentation will be released closer to the event. 

 

Ed, mentioned that he will be out of town this year during the weekend of Field day.  Steve suggested that the club should participate 

in Field day.  Currently there is no plan to participate as a group. 

Otherwise no club business was done. 

 

Ed Messenger, N8OYY 
President 
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Proposed—146.82 Repeater 

My idea of putting up a new repeater and linking it to the 5.29 repeater is taking 

shape.  The picture to the right is of the new DB-224 repeater antenna and the 

picture below is the repeater itself.  The repeater is a Yaesu DR-1X Systems Fusion 

which is a digital/conventional VHF/UHF repeater.  I have learned quite a bit about 

C4FM mode.  There is a big push for amateurs to transition analog repeaters to digital 

and connect to Wired X for long range use.  In future newsletter, I hope to bring more 

information about this technology. This repeater will strictly run as analog.  

The repeater is running about 10 watts into a station GE Master II amplifier and is set 

to run 100 watts out. The duplexers are used 2-meter Wacom duplexers and have 

been tuned for the 146.82/22 split.  The power supply is an Astron RS-35M and the 

controller is a S-Com 7330 with voice.  The controller has three radio ports with ctcss 

boards built in.  I have had the repeater running for about three weeks, however, 

have not had a two way conversation on it yet.  Feedline for the repeater has been 

ordered and I am expecting it to be delivered in the next week or so. 

The proposed tower location is on Laurel Mountain in Preston County near 

Fellowsville.  The ground level of the tower is about 2,845 feet and it appears the 

antenna will be mounted at 360 feet.  Thus, the repeater should have pretty good 

coverage.  I am hopeful it will have mobile coverage south to Weston, north to Little 

Washington, PA, west to Harrisville and east to Keyser.  Once it is on the air, the last 

item will be to link the two repeaters.  This shouldn’t be to much of a problem but it 

will require radio programming and adding an additional antenna to both repeater 

locations. If you would like to learn more about the repeater, don’t hesitate to ask.   

Ed N8OYY 
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