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The Reading Radio Club Was Established  March 10th, 1921 ,   ARRL Affiliated February 17, 1922  

A Monthly Publication of the Reading Radio Club, Scott & Lori Scheirer Editors (kc3pcs@viewneye.com) 
Keep up to date with the RRC at http://www.readingradioclub.org 

Manage your club profile & email address at http://www.hamclubonline.com    
  http://www.facebook.com/RRCW3BN 

Volume 60       Issue Number 12  December 2022 W3BN   W3CCH 

2022 Board Of Directors & Officers 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

PRES Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI                        JFP0250@comcast.net (24) 
VP           Chris Schlegel, K3ADA                          Sutehk.CS@gmail.com                               (23) 
SEC. Harry Hoffman, W3VBY                        HarryHoffmanJr@juno.com (22) 
TREAS. Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD                         NateØ1PA@comcast.net (23) 
 
Janine Galiyano, K4AJZ               LuvMJnbella4ever@gmail.com  (24) 
Jason Potter, K3WDF                                             Radio.K3WDF@gmail.com (24) 
John Engle, AB3SR                                                No Public Email (22) 
Ronald Waszk, K3RJW                                          PolishPICL@aol.com        (23) 
Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS, Editor                             kc3pcs@arrl.net        (22) 
 
The two-digit number, in brackets, to the right of the BOD member's email address, is the year that their term ends on December 
31. 
 
(A normal 3-year term runs from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, three years later). 
 
The four officers of the RRC are elected from the BOD by the NINE board members at the annual RRC Board of Directors 
Reorganization Meeting held in January of each year.  Please note that ALL nine BOD members have voting power. 
 
Please note:  The Board of Director Minutes are available by written request or online at:   http://www.readingradioclub.org.  

Email Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI (JFP0250@comcast.net)  if you wish to participate in or have something brought up at the board 

meeting. 

Send ALL USPS Mail pertaining to  
the Reading Radio Club to : 

 
ATTENTION  TO   ** (Person your sending to) 

READING  RADIO  CLUB  INC 
PO  BOX  13777 

READING  PA    19612-3777 

The W3BN Repeater is owned & operated by the Reading  

Radio Club and is located in Alsace Township up on the  

mountain. 

146.91 MHZ (Input 146.31 MHZ) with a PL Tone of 131.8 hz.    

It is available from 5:30 AM until 12:30 AM. 

The Reading Radio Club is an IRS-designated 501(c)(3) organization holding tax 

identification number 23-1660585.   Contributions to the Reading Radio Club are         

tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

mailto:kc3pcs@viewneye.com?subject=RRC%20Bulletin%20Related%20Message
http://www.readingradioclub.org
http://www.hamclubonline.com
http://www.facebook.com/RRCW3BN
http://www.readingradioclub.org
https://www.qsl.net/w3bn/BOD.html
mailto:JFP0250@comcast.net?subject=Board%20Meeting%20Request
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Next Board Meeting:      Tues, December 6th, 2022 at 7:30 PM via Zoom 

Next General Meeting:   Fri, December 9th, 2022 at 7:30 PM 

Topic:   Board Elections, Mini Ham Fest, Eyeball QSO’s.   

Location:  Berks County Agricultural Center—Rear Entrance (Auditorium) 

1238 County Welfare Road, Leesport, PA  19533 

All other Fridays, we have a Meeting on the Air at 8 PM on the W3BN Repeater. 

Please check your information in Ham Club Online. If there are 
any errors, please send an email to me at N2ADD@ARRL.Net 
and I will correct the relevant fields.  
 
Thanks.    

mailto:N2ADD@ARRL.Net
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Another year is about to close 

Every December, you have a chance as a member of the Reading Radio 

Club to elect three members to the Board of Directors. Please make 

sure to attend the December 9th  meeting at the AG Center to cast your 

vote.  

Remember this is your club only if you participate in activities and 

most importantly elect individuals who will best exemplify the         

amateur radio ideals. Each of us have different knowledge and        

abilities that we expend on this “hobby”. 

Respect that difference!  

I would like to close by  

wishing you and your families a  

very  

Merry Christmas  

and a  

Happy New year. 

73    Joe 
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Reading Radio Club Mini-Hamfest 

Friday, December 9, 2022 
 

Jim Nicholas, W3ITH 

Dave Wiley, K3MXS 

Harry Hoffman, W3VBY 

 

      At our next RRC general meeting on Friday, December 9, we will be voting for candidates for the RRC 
board of directors and hosting a Mini-Hamfest.  The meeting starts at 7:30 p.m., but you may bring items to 
sell earlier and set up on tables which are provided.  Remember to use the side door and avoid the stairs.  
There is no vendor fee, but if you sell something, a five to ten percent donation to the Reading Radio Club 
would be a nice gesture.   

 

     The RRC is an IRS-approved 501(C3) corporation which may accept tax-deductible donations.  We have 
receipts available to provide you proof of a donation (when filing taxes) if you choose to do so.  So if you sell 
something and make a donation at the Mini-Hamfest or make an outright donation, you may receive a      
receipt.  All are welcome to the Mini-Hamfest. 

 

     At the Mini-Hamfest, we will have a variety of door prizes:  A 2- meter extendable HT BNC antenna, two 
MFJ speakers, four ARRL fanny packs, two Beofeng 2-meter/70 cm HTs, and others.  Only RRC members will 
be issued prize tickets, the number of which depends on how many club activities the member attended.   

 

     As usual, the RRC cannot assume liability for items sold at the event.  Items should be of an amateur      
radio/computer/electronic related nature.  Assume that there are no warrantees for items purchased. 

For those with young chil-
dren or grandchildren:   
 
The Santa Net will be    
held every evening         
between Thanksgiving and         
Christmas on 3.916 MHz at 
7:00 PM Central Time. 
Great way to get the kids         
exposed to the magic of RF 
while simultaneously    
having fun chatting with 
Santa.  
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Well it’s that time.  Holidays are here.  Not much set up for the next month.  SO, I just want to 
make sure everyone attends the on air radio test for simplex by Mark.  

 

I will not have a fox hunt unless we can get a indoor bldg big enough to hide at least 3 or 4 mini 
foxes.  

 

Speaking of foxes, I am looking for a replacement person to take over the chair of Fox Leader.  

 

Its not hard, but in trying to get more involvement in the club, I think it would be good if        
someone would step up and take over.  We need NEW ideas or thoughts on where, when, how 
etc.  I can stay on as assistant and help the new "chair" of the committee.  

  

Proving my point is how great Mark is doing with taking over the SRT, (formerly SMOTA) when 
I ran it.  It’s now known as Simplex Radio Test.  It’s the second Saturday at 1300 hours on   
146.550.  The newest idea he and Jason had was to also try on 440.000 MHZ (UHF).  It was an 
outstanding effort and they had lots of return calls.  WAY TO GO GUYS.  

 

I am working on the GMRS situation.  I just acquired a small simplex repeater and am getting it 
set up and testing it soon.  After that, I will contact everyone that showed an interest to try to get 
a face to face meeting going.  Don't forget, GMRS is usually a stepping stone to Ham Radio.  
Especially if we can have a dual Reading Radio Club with both Ham and GMRS.  Right now, 
there are 14 names I have that are interested.  Many already have their licenses, and the others 
are getting them at their time.  If you need any information, please just ask.  I will gladly inform 
you of all parts of GMRS. 

 

That's all for now.  If you are still interested in getting me your name and call sign  or that your 
just interested without a license), let me know and I will add you to the list and move on from 
there.  

 

Thank you all 

 

 

 Ron W, K3RJW 
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RRC OPERATORS PREPARING FOR WINTER FIELD DAY 

By Mark Abramowicz NT3V 

 

 

Plans have finally fallen into place for a group of hearty Reading Radio Club           

operators who have agreed to battle the winter conditions at the end of January to set 

up a Winter Field Day operation. 

A handful of operators who committed back in September to be on the crew will be 

heading up to a cabin at the Hawk Mountain Scout Reservation just south of Summit 

Station in Schuylkill County to put two stations on the air on Saturday, Jan. 28, 2023. 

W3BN – the club’s call sign – will be activated for a first-time entry in this annual 

event. 

Snow? Bitter cold? 

Hopefully, these won’t deter the small crew of operators who will be working with 

Scout camp ranger Kevin to set up their portable operation. 

One HF station will be active on 40 and 80 meters using a long-wire antenna.            

A second HF station will be on 10, 15 and 20 meters using a tri-band beam. Activity 

will primarily be SSB, but CW is a possibility. 

The stations will be using a computer network and program for logging contacts. All 

the operators committed to the event are hoping to put up a respectable score. 

The purpose of this winter exercise, similar to the ARRL Field Day operation at the 

end of June, is to demonstrate operational readiness under field conditions – in this 

case, out in the woods during the winter and from a cabin located on the upper     

section of the Scout camp property. 

As this is the club’s first time doing Winter Field Day, it was the consensus of the    

organizers to try for a one-day activation for a couple of hours to see how everything 

worked and how the operators tolerated the conditions. 

Next year, it could become a full weekend event for the RRC. 

Look for W3BN and work us on the air on Saturday afternoon and evening on Jan. 
28! 
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RRC SIMPLEX RADIO TEST HAS STRONG FINISH IN 2022 

By Mark Abramowicz NT3V 

 

The monthly Simplex Radio Test sponsored by the Reading Radio Club this past year 

attracted a lot of attention from local amateur radio operators this year. 

The Simplex Radio Test convened on the second Saturday of the month to test the 

capability of participants to communicate radio-to-radio without use of a repeater. 

For the Nov. 12 session, there were 22 operators who checked in on 146.550 Mhz 

(simplex). 

The Nov. 12 session featured a surprise – a move to a 440 Mhz simplex frequency 

with a low-power net control station operating from Skyline Drive. 

Net control Jason K3WDF called for check-ins on 406 Mhz (simplex) immediately    

following the Simplex Radio Test on 2-meters. Jason called the 22 stations heard on 

the SRT and 11 responded on 406 Mhz! 

There was a lot of chatter afterward and a considerable amount of interest expressed 

in doing it again! Looks like 440 Mhz might become a part of the Simplex Radio Test 

for 2023. 

Thanks to all who checked in throughout 2022 on the 2-meter Simplex Radio Test – 

formally called Simplex Meeting on the Air. 

The net is open to check-ins from all amateurs in Berks and surrounding counties who 

can hear us. 

One important note, because the Reading Radio Club’s annual holiday luncheon is 

set for Saturday, Dec. 10, 2022, there will be NO Simplex Radio Test for December. 

So, that’s it for this year! If you haven’t checked in, plan on joining us in 2023. If you 
have checked in and want to become a regular to the net, mark your calendar for Jan. 
14, 2023 for the first Simplex Radio Test of the new year! 



 

Page 8 

The November 2022 Meeting was held on November 1st @ 7:30 PM At the Berks AG Center 

RRC MEETING HIGHLIGHTS NOVEMBER 4, 2022 
********************************************************************** 

By: RRC Secretary Harry Hoffman W3VBY.  
 
The Friday evening November 4, 2022 RRC General Meeting was held in the Main Auditorium of the Ag 
Center in Leesport, Pa.      
  
1. Prior to 7:30 p.m. Jason Potter, K3WDF, was taking attendance and 50-50 tickets.    

                                 
2. RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  In attendance were 30 
RRC members and 2 guests for a total of 32.     

   
3. RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, led the group in the pledge to the American Flag. 
 
4. A get well card for Jim Nicholas, W3ITH was passed around for members to sign.  Jim recently had open 
heart surgery to clear three clogged arteries.  He is doing well!   
 
5. The wireless microphone was passed around and RRC Members and guests introduced themselves.  The 
guests were Ron Dietrich and Lori Scheirer.   
 
6, RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, welcomed Shawn Malone, W3JZ as a new Associate RRC  
Member and presented him with his RRC Membership letter.   
 
7.  RRC 2023 Dues are now payable.  A renewal form is in the current newsletter.    
 
8.  Ron Waszk, K3RJW, noted that eight RRC Members have GRMS Licenses.  He would like to get together 
sometime to get ideas and have fun with another form of communication.,    
 
9.  Mark Abramowicz, NT3V, spoke about Winter Field Day to be held on January 28, 2023 at Hawk        
Mountain  
 
10. Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS, spoke about a pass-the-mike event.  
 
11. The 50-50 winner was Alan Melnyk, K3AJM.   
 
12. Nominations for the RRC BOD were held tonight.  The following BOD Members whose terms expire 
have agreed to run again: John Engle, AB3SR; Harry Hoffman, W3VBY; and Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS.   
Nominations from the floor were made for Stan Pugh, K3STP, and Craig Wanner, K3CRG.   
 
13. Saturday November 12, 2022 will be our Simplex Test on 146.55 MHz 
 
14. Our December 9, 2022 RRC General Meeting at the Ag Center will feature a Mini-Hamfest.  Get your 
parts and equipment ready to sell. Also, we will conduct BOD elections.  

Meeting Highlights Continued On Next Page 
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15. If you are interested in taking an FCC Amateur Radio Exam, contact Harry Hoffman, W3VBY, at         
610-678-8976 or by e-mail: harryhoffmanjr@juno.com.      
 
16. The RRC Christmas luncheon will be held on Saturday December 10, 2022 at Wegmans starting at 11 a.m. 
The menu is all-you-can-eat.  Tickets will be available next month’s RRC General Meeting. (cost $18 each).       
   
17. December 1, 2022 will be FLDIGI on the RRC 146.91 Repeater.   
 
18. Our Special Feature tonight – PORTABLE OPERATION GO KITS – by the following:   
  
Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI – end fed antenna at home  - EMCOM 2 - 60 ft wire  - range approx. 6,000 miles,  
Also VHF antenna kit.   
 
Ron Waszk, K3RJW – Two HT’s, GRMS & 2M - SWR meter – Batteries – Portable station in a small       
suitcase 
 
Stan Pugh, K3STP – 2M & GRMS Portable station in a small box.  
 
Alan Melnyk, K3AJM – Radio kit in a suitcase – 2M/440 Rig – Power supply – signal link -  SWR/Power  
meter – Tools – laptop computer - list of repeaters in PA – Portable antenna with radials – 50 ft coax  
 
Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS -  Portable station includes HF rig, VHF rig, LED light, Speaker, &  battery.  The 
battery when fully charged has a five-hour life. He can also carry an AC Power supply in a bag. 
 
Jason Potter, K3WDF – Yaesu FT 817 HF/VHF/UHF QRP Transceiver (2.5 watt) - lead acid battery.   
 
Chris Schlegel, K3ADA – Buddy Pole Antenna System - fits in a bag. It can handle up to 100 watts. The    
dipole was displayed set for 40 meter operation.   Also displayed an ICOM 718 Transceiver (100 watt).  
 
19. Our next RRC BOD Meeting will be held on Tuesday evening, December 6, 2022 by ZOOM starting at 
7:30 p.m.      
 
20. Our Next RRC General Meeting will be held on Friday December 9, 2022 at the Ag Center Main        
Auditorium starting at 7:30 p.m.    
                                                   
21.  RRC President Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI, adjourned the meeting at 8:27 p.m. for a time of fellowship.     

Meeting Highlights Continued From Last Page 
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From the Fundraising Committee: 

 

 

 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to the Reading    

Radio Club 

To sign up, go to AmazonSmile https://smile.amazon.com/. You will be prompted to 

select a charitable organization. Enter Reading Radio Club   

or use the link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1660585.   

Bookmark the link and support us every time you shop!   If you use the Amazon 

app, be sure to go into settings and enable Amazon Smile. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1660585


 

Page 11 

Reading Radio Club Christmas Luncheon 

Saturday, December 10, 2022 
 

Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, Co-Chairperson  

Mary Anne Nicholas, N3TVT, Co-Chairperson 

 

      This year, we will again meet at Wegman’s Restaurant, 4401 Pottsville Pike, Reading, PA 19605.  
That is the same location as the 2021 Christmas Dinner.  We did not have a Christmas Dinner in 
2020. 

 

     The RRC has had many banquets, breakfasts and luncheons at Wegman’s Restaurant.  In earlier 
years, the restaurant was known as Reeser’s Restaurant and later Wegman - Reeser’s Restaurant.   

       

      Doors will open at noon, and dinner will be served at 12:30 p.m. in the Pine Room, which is the 
large room at the rear of the restaurant.  The cost is $ 18.00 per person and includes all costs and 
gratuities.  We have been able to keep the cost down due to donations made by attending RRC  
members. 

 

      The event is handicapped accessible and there is a large parking lot available.  All are welcome. 

 

      The luncheon includes the following all-you-can-eat holiday meal:  fruit cup, tossed salad with 
dressing, roast turkey, grilled ham, potato filling, French fries, corn, green beans, coffee, iced tea, 
and hot tea.  This is the family-style feast we enjoyed in 2021 and it was truly great.   

   

      After the turkey and ham meal, we’ll have cake with a whipped cream icing and ice cream.  Also 
as usual, we all will join in playing a trivia game in which the prizes are candies.  The RRC 146.91/31 
repeater (tone 131.8) will be monitored during the event, just in case someone gets lost.  Jim’s cell 
phone number is 610-781-5508 and that will be monitored as well. 

 

      Tickets will be on sale at the next general meetings of the RRC.  You may also reserve a ticket by 
calling Jim on the phone at 610-678-9243 and leaving a message.  Or email at w3ith@arrl.net.  Just 
mention how many tickets you need to reserve.  Leave a call-back phone number as well.   

 

      Another way to reserve a dinner ticket is to check into the Friday 8 p.m. Meeting On The Air on 
the club repeater (when we do not have a general meeting at the Berks County Agricultural Building) 
and tell Jim you need a ticket reserved.  We would like to have a final count for the restaurant by 
Monday, December 5. 

 

     Remember, we have a Friday evening Meeting On The Air when we do NOT have an in-person 
monthly general meeting. 

 

mailto:w3ith@arrl.net
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RRC  MEETING  ON  THE  AIR   (RRCMOTA) 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC (11.21.2022) 
 

Check into the RRC MEETING ON THE AIR on the Friday evenings that we do not have an     
in-person meeting.  The net, on 146.910 MHz, starts at 8:00 p.m. with the latest AMATEUR   
RADIO NEWSLINE REPORT from the West Coast. 
 

FYI:  AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE is the “Amateur Radio’s independent on the air news and 
bulletin service” and is not a service of the American Radio Relay League. 
 

We then have an exchange of information that may be of interest to the members of the  
Reading Radio Club as well as those that are not RRC members. 
 

The last part of the net is a roll call where we usually have 13 to 56 stations check-in and test 
their two-meter FM analog equipment.  The roll call is last, so that late comers are not missed. 
 

NOTE:  The Continuous Tone Coded Squelch System, (CTCSS) frequency is 

131.8 Hertz (3B).  The CTCSS is often referred to as Private Line (PL) - Motorola’s trade name. 
 

The net has been in operation since Friday January 21, 1994, when we had thirteen check-ins 
during that first session, over 28 years ago. 
 

On Friday November 25, 2022, we had session number 1218, Rich Ahrens, W3WJC, was the 
Net Control. 
 

The next RRCMOTA will be on Friday December 2, 2022, starting at 8:00 p.m., on the Reading 
Radio Club’s 146.910 MHz, W3BN analog repeater. 

Dave Wiley, K3MXS, will be the Net Control for session number 1219. 
 

Right now, the RRCMOTA rollcall roster has call letters of 43 of the 96 Reading Radio Club 
members.  In addition, there are nineteen interested Hams, on the roster, who are not     
members of the RRC. 
 

NOTE:  The next in-person RRC meeting is scheduled for Friday December 9, 2022, starting at 
7:30 p.m., at the Berks County Agricultural Center, in Bern Township.  Reading Radio Club 
members and non-members are invited to attend. 
 

Put the following address in your GPS device or GOOGLE MAPS: 
 

1238  County  Welfare  Road  Leesport  PA 

 
Stay tuned to the RRC 146.910 MHz, W3BN Repeater.  The 

meeting location could be changed at the last minute,       
because of proposed and delayed construction at the Berks 

County Ag Center. 
 

 

Everyone, RRC members and those that are not members, 

are invited to tune in and check into the, 
 

READING  RADIO  CLUB  MEETING  ON  THE  AIR 
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50  YEARS  AGO,  IN  THE  RRC  -  NOVEMBER  10,  1972 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC, RRC Historian (11.20.2022) 

 

The officers serving the Reading Radio Club, Inc. in Nov. 1972 were: 
 

 President - Duane Redline, W3UQH  (Not a BOD member). 
 Vice President - Bob Plummer, W3ETJ / W3RP  (Not a BOD member). 
 Secretary - Al Brailer, W3UQC,  (SK)  (A BOD member). 
 Treasurer - Charlie McCreary, K3DTD,  (SK)  (Not a BOD member). 
 

RRC Board Members serving the RRC in October 1972 were: 
 

 Bill Ader, WA3GTR  (SK) Russ Frederick, W3CDS  (SK) 
 Rich Ahrens, W3WJC John Freeman, K3CBE 
 Gerry Baldauf, W3WX  (SK) Art Gantert, W3OLG  (SK) 
 Al Brailer, W3UQC  (SK) Bob Wagner, W3GII  (SK) 
 Frank Esseluhn, K3MGO  (SK) 
 

Editor of the December 1972 READING RADIO CLUB BULLETIN was William “Bill” Ader, 
WA3GTR, (SK). 
 

The following is, in a large part, the republishing of the “Highlights” of the November 
10, 1972, monthly meeting taken from the December 1972 issue of the RRC BULLETIN, 
and written by the RRC Secretary Al Brailer, W3UQC, (SK).  Other information has been 
added that has been taken from the RRC BULLETIN, personal notes, and meeting              
agendas. 
 

The November 10, 1972, RRC meeting was held in the UGI “Flame Room” Auditorium 
located on Route 10. 

 

RRC President Duane Redline, W3UQH, opened the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Door prize winners were John Freeman, K3CBE; Jim Stamm, WA3KBH; Walt Hiester, 
WA3GRQ; Harry Brook, WA3ETI; Rian Robison, W3EMW; and Bob Wagner, W3GII. 

  

President Duane Redline, W3UQH, said that added RRC equipment for sale was         
advertised in the November RRC BULLETIN.  Included were the following.  

 Central Electronics 200V all mode Transmitter (100 Watts on AM). 

  Best offer over $150. 

 Hallicrafters HT-45 Mark II 1000W PEP HF Loudenboomer Linear. 

  Best offer over $150. 

 Hallicrafters HO-50 Keyer, less the paddles. 

  Best offer over $25. 

 Clegg Interceptor 6 and 2M receiver with a “All Bander” converter. 

  Best offer over $225. 

 

President Duane, W3UQH, said that the sale of these item is limited to RRC Members 
until January 1, 1973. 
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A motion, from the floor, was made by Frank Esseluhn, K3MGO, to vote on the adoption 
of the revisions to the RRC By-Laws which were prepared in April 1971 but were never 
voted on or adopted.  (Lack of a quorum at meetings).  By a majority of hand votes, 
(25-2), of the RRC Members present, the changes to the RRC By-Laws were adopted.  
(A copy of the RRC By-Laws was included in the December 1972 RRC BULLETIN). 

 

The changes affected membership classification, the annual RRC dues, the location of 
the RRC Corporate Office, officer qualifications, board member qualifications, board 
member election, and the size (Number of members) of the RRC Membership.  (The 
number of returns did not justify the expense). 

 

With the changes to the By-Laws, there will no longer be a mailing, to all members in 
good standing, of the BOD election ballots. 

However, if you cannot attend the December meeting, please contact the RRC          
Secretary Al Brailer, W3UQC, for an absentee ballot. 

 

There will be no change in the nomination of candidates, which will continue to be done 
at the November monthly meeting.  The BOD election, for three Board members, will 
take place at the December Annual Membership Meeting.  There will be no nominating 
of candidates at the December 8, 1972, meeting. 

 

Nominations were opened and the following were nominated.  The names appear in 
random order, on the paper ballot that will be used at the December 8, 1972, meeting.  
The names were picked out of a hat after the close of nominations: 

 Gerry Baldauf, W3WX 

 Art Gantert, W3OLG 

 Bill Ader, WA3GTR 

 Ken Cregar, K3KBG – Had declined 

 Charlie Brownmiller, K3PCX 

 Duane Redline, W3UQH 

 Jim Stamm, WA3KBH 

 Rian Robison, W3EMW 

 Lloyd Hartman, K3RQL 

 

RRC Secretary Al Brailer, W3UQC, said that there would be short bios of the eight    
candidates available at the December 8, 1972, meeting. 

 

President Duane, W3UQH, reminded the group that the election of RRC Officers will also 
take place at the December 8, 1972, meeting. 

 

The equipment from the Alton E. Bowers estate was published in the November 1972 
RRC BULLETIN. 
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President Redline, W3UQH, announced the new FCC Rules and Regulations about     
Repeaters as to power output, control operator monitoring, call signs, licensing, etc. 

 

Leroy Flamm, K3MNI, and Les Hoffman, WA3LOY, described various antennas and    
receiving devices that may be used for transmitter hunting, and are simple to         
construct. 

 

Art Gantert, W3OLG, discussed the Reading Pennsylvania recently adopted Tower     
Ordinance.  He complemented the City of Reading’s City Council, who managed to     
understand the Radio Amateurs position even though the facts must have been terribly 
confusing to them. 

 

President Redline, W3UQH, mentioned that Mr. George Briner, the gentleman that was 
instrumental in obtaining the UGI “Flame Room” for our meetings, was recuperating 
from a serious operation.  Duane, W3UQH, expressed the best of luck to Mr. Briner for 
a speedy recovery. 

 

At the end of the meeting RRC President, W3UQH, said the vigor of a club depends   
upon each member and is the summation of the members individual efforts. 

 

President Duane Redline, W3UQH, adjourned the meeting, for a time of fellowship and 
a few eyeball QSO’s. 



 

Page 16 

Please note:  Ads placed here will run for 2 bulletins  

unless you let the editor know you still want them posted, deleted, or changed.   

Please Note:   The Editors and/or RRC are not responsible for items listed on this page.    

Descriptions & Pictures are supplied by the Seller. 

Got something for us to put in here?  Please email it to 
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Send all license and mailing address changes to: 

RRC Treasurer Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD, at NateØ1PA@comcast.net or N2ADD@arrl.net 

Please let us know if you upgrade your license.  Email to Scott, KC3PCS, and Lori at 

Kc3pcs@viewneye.com with updates. 

 STATS  AS  OF NOV. 20, 2022 

RRC  MEMBERSHIP  TOTALS OF 96 

FROM  THE  HAM  CLUB  ON  LINE 

 Full Voting Members: 76 
 

 Associate (Non Voting) Members: 18 
 

 Supporting (Non Voting) Members: 2 
 

 Total: 96 

1/4 of Full Voting Members 

required for a quorum.  (19) 

 

 Extra Class: 43 45 % 

 Advanced: 6 6 % 

 General: 24 25 % 

 Technician: 21 22 % 

 Novice: 0 0 % 

 No License:  2 2 % 
 

Inaccurate data may result in errors. 

May not total 100% due to rounding. 

Data may not be up to date. 

Checked FCC for upgrades Sep. 18, 2022. 

by Rich Ahrens, W3WJC. 

     
96 = Total RRC membership as of Nov. 20, 2022 
 
 88  =  Dec.  2021 97  =  Dec.  2010 
 91  =  Dec.  2020 103  =  Dec.  2009 
 89  =  Dec.  2019 106  =  Dec.  2008 
 92  =  Dec.  2018 118  =  Dec.  2007 
 87  =  Dec.  2017 118  =  Dec.  2006 
 78  =  Dec.  2016 127  =  Dec.  2005 
 81  =  Dec.  2015 124  =  Dec.  2004 
 84  =  Dec.  2014 138  =  Dec.  2003 
 86  =  Dec.  2013 131  =  Dec.  2002 
 89  =  Dec.  2012 134  =  Dec.  2001 
 91  =  Dec.  2011 134  =  Dec.  2000 
  

Almost 50 years ago, in 6/73, there were 72 Members 

 42 RRC voting FULL members, are members of the ARRL (55%). 
 

 To be a “Local Amateur Radio Club” affiliate of the ARRL, 51% 
 of the voting members must be FULL or Associate members of 
 the ARRL.  Note: This is the club’s voting members, (Full Members). 
 Not necessarily the total membership. 

 ”Life Member” 
 Duane Redline, W3UQH, as of June 7, 2022. 
  

 “Life Member” 
 Harry Hoffman, W3VBY, as of November 10, 2020. 
  

 “Honorary Membership for Life” 
 Jim Nicholas, W3ITH, as of December 8, 2009. 
  

 “Life Member” 
 Rich Ahrens, W3WJC, as of June 6, 2006. 

 By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC - RRC Historian (11.20.2022) 
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READING  RADIO  CLUB,  INC 
2023  ANNUAL  DUES  NOTICE 

The RRC 2023 annual dues are payable starting November 1, 2022.  This is the only notice that will be issued.  
The dues are payable in full by January 1, 2023.  The dues are unchanged from 2022 and are per the following 
schedule for Full and Associate members. 
 
• UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE, $5.00   …………………………………….$____________ 
 OR 
• AGE 18 OR OLDER, $21.00   ……………………………………………..$____________ 
 
• SUBSEQUENT FAMILY MEMBERS AGE 18, OR OVER, LIVING IN  
 THE SAME HOUSEHOLD – HALF RATE, $10.50   ……………….…….$____________ 
 

• DONATION (Tax deductible – we are 501(c)(3))……….... (OPTIONAL)   $____________ 
 

 
Please complete the following information to insure credit to your membership account and to confirm our rec-
ords.  Also, if your US mailing address, email address, telephone number, or license class has changed in the 
past year, please print the new information on the “NEW INFO” lines below. 
 
NAME:  ___________________________________________CALL SIGN:  ________________ 
 
NEW INFO:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
NEW INFO:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
LICENSE CLASS: (circle one)    EXTRA    ADVANCED     GENERAL    TECHNICIAN     NO LICENSE 
 
LICENSE EXPIRATION DATE: ______________________ 
 
MEMBER OF THE ARRL: (circle one)     YES       NO     EXPIRATION DATE:_________________ 

 

IF paying Treasurer at RRC Meeting please bring this form with you.  Thank You! 
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  READING  RADIO  CLUB,  INC. 
 
IF MAILING PAYMENT, INCLUDE THE ENTIRE COMPLETED FORM WITH YOUR PAYMENT. 

(DO  NOT  CUT  FORM  APART) 
THE CLUB ADDRESS IS (USPS format): 
 

READING   RADIO  CLUB  INC 
TREASURER 

PO  BOX  13777 
READING, PA  19612-3777 

 

YOU MAY ALSO PAY USING THE PAYPAL LINK ON OUR WEBSITE (SMALL FEE  
APPLIES). 
  
Thank you for your payment and continued support of the READING RADIO CLUB. 

TOTAL   ……………… $____________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS FOR THE RRC BULLETIN:  ________________________________________ 
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2023 Reading Radio Club                  

Meeting Dates at Ag Center     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Ag Center Meeting Dates entered by Susan, Dawn, Lisa Hetrick, Penn State Cooperative Extension Office       

Tel 610-378-1327   FAX 610-378-7961 on 8-19-2022 

 (Dates & Meeting locations have been entered in the Ag Center schedule book) 

(Ag Center Security Telephone # 610-373-0776   Ext. 2538) 

From – Harry Hoffman RRC Secretary Tel 610-678-8976   FAX 610-670-0135 

The AG Center address is: 1238 County Welfare Road, Leesport, PA. 19533 

The Heritage Park / Freight Station - entrance is at the end of Clematis St (GPS: 992 Clematis St, Sinking Spring, 
PA. 19608) 

The Reading Radio Club, Inc. is a support service of the Berks EMA and is supported by an organized group of   
local volunteers who are FCC Licensed Amateur Radio Operators. 

 

Other Events: 

(Field Day - June 24th-25st, 2023 at Heritage Park, Sinking Spring, PA) weekend - (June 23rd  set-up)       

(Picnic – July 22, 2023 at Heritage Park, Sinking Spring, PA) – Saturday - (arrive 11 a.m.)  

(Hamfest – August 5, 2023 at Heritage Park, Sinking Spring, PA) – Saturday - (August 4th set-up) 

Tuesday – BOD Meeting - 7:30 PM 

BY COMPUTER  ZOOM 

Friday – General Meeting 

7:30 PM in the Ag Center Main Auditorium 

ZOOM IN PERSON 

January 10th
  January 13th

 

February 7th
 February 10th

 

  

March 7th
 March 10th

 

April 11th
 April 14th

 

May 2nd
 May 5th

 

June 6th
 June 9th

 

July 11th
 July 14th

 

August 8th
 August 11th

 

September 5th
     September 8th

 

October 10th
 October 13th

 

November 14
th

 November 17th
 

December 5th
 December 8th

 



 

Page 20 

    
PLEASE NOTE:   
 
On the Fridays, that we do not have an in-person meeting we will have a “Reading Radio Club 
Meeting On The Air” (RRCMOTA) on the RRC 146.910 MHz repeater starting at 8:00 p.m.  The 
CTCSS is 131.8 Hz. 
 
November Birthdays:  Brian Beitler, KC3QB;  Jeffrey Nash, KC3QLR;   
Charles Zechman, W3CMZ;  David Fix, N3AMY;  Kevin Stodart, N3SYT;   
Keith Schmehl, N3LUU;  John “Jason” Potter, K3WDF;  Craig Huntsinger, K3CWH; 
Evelyn “Cookie” Augustine, KB3JPY;  Don Boulanger, WA1ELA. 
 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 
   

1 
 

FLDIGI 7:30 PM 

2 
MOTA (8 pm) 

3 

 

4 5 

ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

6 
Board Meeting - 

7:30 PM—Zoom 

7 
8 
 

9 

General Meeting 

7:30 PM Ag Center 

10 

 
RRC Luncheon 

(See Page 11) 

11 12 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

13 14 15 
 

16 
MOTA (8 pm) 

17 

18 19 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

20 21 22 
 

23 

MOTA (8 pm) 

 

24 
 

 

25 

 

26 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

27 28 29 30 
MOTA (8 pm) 

31 
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= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
The PRIMARY purpose of  The Reading Radio Club Bulletin, is to provide, to the  
membership, timely information about the activities of the Reading  Radio Club, Inc.   
 
IN ADDITION, the RRC BULLETIN provides an easily searchable and accurate historical 
record.  The RRC strongly recommends membership in the American Radio Relay 
League (ARRL) as well as membership in a local Amateur Radio Club.  The READING 
RADIO CLUB BULLETIN is copyright © 2022 by the Reading Radio Club, Inc.  Opinions 
expressed in the RRC BULLETIN are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Reading Radio Club, Inc, the RRC BOD, or the RRC membership.  
Material from this RRC BULLETIN may be reproduced in whole or part, without  
Additional permission, if credit is given to the READING RADIO CLUB BULLETIN and the 
authors. 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
December 1st, 2022 - EMAIL VERSION STARTED ON FEBRUARY 10, 1998. 

 CIRCULATION:  Most RRC & Select Non RRC Members, Other Clubs 
  THE  FREQUENCY  OF  PUBLICATION  IS  MONTHLY. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Deadline for all bulletins is the 25th of the prior month.  However,  
earlier is better.  Please submit to kc3pcs@viewneye.com.   ** Please note 

that the editors reserve the right to accept, change, reject anything submitted 
for the RRC Bulletin. 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Reading Radio Club is now using Ham Club Online to help manage 

the club.  The bulletin and other email messages may come from a new address.   

We are also using the site to keep track of attendance, and events.     

They use the latest encryption and are very secure.  Nobody’s information is public 

(other than what the FCC Records list). 

If you have any questions, please contact Scott (kc3pcs@arrl.net) or Joe P. (Club 

President) at JFP0250@comcast.net.   


