
W3BN

      W3CCH

May 2025
Vol 63, Issue 05 

Meetings & Programs
(All Are Welcome to attend public RRC Events)

Board Meeting:  May 6th, 2025 @ 7:30 PM (Zoom)
General Meeting:   May 9th, 2025 @ 7:30 (IBEW)
Meeting On the Air (MOTA)  All Other Fridays  8 PM  W3BN Repeater
FLDigi Net:  May 1st @ 7:30 PM (146.91 W3BN Repeater)
Simplex Test:  May 10th, 2025 @ 1 PM (146.55)
Fox Hunt:  May 17th, 2025.  See Page 11.
VE Exam:  Contact Stuart (exam@w2slh.com) to schedule.

2025 Board Of Directors & Officers 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = ==

PRES        Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI            (27)
VP            Ronald Waszk, K3RJW               (26)
SEC:        Amy Lindenmuth, KB3FSD          (26)
TREAS.   Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD               (26)

Ronald Dietrich, KC3WBA             (27)
Craig Wanner, K3CRG              (25)
Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS, Editor                (25)
Jason Potter, NG3F (27)
Dave Fix, N3AMY  (25)

You can reach the Board of Directors via email at w3bn.rrc@gmail.com.  
3 Year Terms runs from Jan 1 to Dec 31, Number in parenthesis is term end.  Officers are chosen by 
the Board at the January Board Meeting each Year.

Please note:  The Board of Directors Meeting Minutes that are posted online are from the prior 
month.  Email Joe Pietruszynski, AC3DI (JFP0250@comcast.net)  if you wish to participate in or 
have something brought up at the board meeting.

Keep up to date with the RRC at http://www.w3bn.org
Manage your club profile & email address at http://www.hamclubonline.com

Find us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/RRCW3BN

Club Email:  w3bn.rrc@gmail.com.   Bulletin Email:  kc3pcs@outlook.com     

Est.  3/10/1921

Affiliated 02/17/1922
The Reading Radio Club is an IRSdesignated 501(c)(3) organization holding tax identification number 231660585.   
Contributions to the Reading Radio Club are taxdeductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Send ALL USPS Mail pertaining to
the Reading Radio Club to :

READING  RADIO  CLUB  INC
ATTN:  (Person you're sending to)

PO  BOX  6453
Wyomissing, PA  196106453

The W3BN Repeater is owned & operated by 

the Reading  Radio Club and is located in 

Alsace Township up on the  mountain.

146.91 MHZ (Input 146.31 MHZ) with a PL 

Tone of 131.8 hz.   

It is available from 5:30 AM until 12:30 AM.

There are currently 88 active members of the Reading Radio Club 
consisting of multiple license classes and supporting members.



Spring is here and it's time to sprint into action on the air.  

Lots of contests going on.  Lots of activity.  

The Field Comms Committee has an article this month and we hope you take time to read that 
and all the rest of the articles in the bulletin.

Many of the contributors take time to work on the articles amongst their very busy schedules.  
The editors as well are very busy with work and family obligations.  Please get articles in as early 
as possible.  The cut off is the 25th of the month.  Remember, the editors reserve the right to 
accept, modify, and reject any article submitted.

The club has many activities coming up including the picnic, Field Day and more.

Unfortunately, due to the train station fire, the Ham Fest Committee made the hard decision to 
cancel this years event.  After looking for a new location, it became very apparent that we would 
not get a viable and cost effective location in a timely matter.

That's it for this month.  Get on the air, attend a meeting, participate in our groups.io.

RRC Bulletin Editors.

John F, K3CBE;  Tyler S, KC3LVS;  Ron A, KC3FJY;  Rob W, KC3OWK;
Susan Z, KB3JQE;  Mark A, NT3V;  John E, AB3SR;  Frank L, KC3JQT
Thomas M, KC3VZJ;  John A, N3AOF;  Eric W, K3OGL;  Todd F, W3TFF



Due to the Berks Agricultural Center Building renovation project being behind 
schedule, The Reading Radio Club will continue to have our in person General 
Meeting's at the IBEW743 Building.
The address is 20 Morgan Drive, Sinking Spring.  
As any information becomes available to the RRC about our return to the 
Agricultural Center for meetings the RRC will let you know.

Well Everyone, its been a very busy month, with Easter, and Holy Week, and lots of Ham Fests 
starting, plus lots of nets on HF. SO lets get started. 
 
A great Idea of getting the club involved in POTA and SOTA. It looks promising this summer. 
Im already getting my POTA radio, antenna gear and GO BOX ready for hitting Parks on the Air. I 
cannot say I look forward to SOTA, because of legs starting to get bad, I should say HIP going 
south, but I CAN do a GREAT POTA when asked, and maybe by myself. 

I am so looking forward to club members participating in these events, as Scott and Tyler gave a 
great "forward" to doing these events this summer. 
Its a lot of fun.
 
I am sorry we had to drop the FOX hunt after the SRT in April, but Mother Nature just isnt being 
nice this year. Dave, Cameron and myself are looking forward to the May 17th Fox hunt coming 
up. Look for more information and listen to the MOTA on Fridays to see if there are changes... 
Lets get out there and see if we can have fun and learn anything from myself, Dave and 
Cameron. 
 
We have a great club and lets make it better. We are almost the oldest in Pa, and we need to 
keep up the thoughts of being better. 
 
To bad the fire shut down our Ham Fest, it was a great money maker, and I am looking forward to 
next year when we can maybe get back into a air conditioned/ or heated Freight station for our 
events. 
 
Look for other members to talk about the upcoming Picnic for our members, and the upcoming 
FIELD Day at a new location that looks to be VERY interesting. 
 
Thats All I got for this monrh, Hope we can count on you for support at these listed happenings. 
 
RON K3RJW, 73



It's hard to believe that it's May already.  Field day is almost here.  Now is the perfect time for outdoor 
activities.  This is where Field Comms plan to shine.

In case you didn't make the last meeting we introduced Field Comms.  Field Comms aims to get the club on 
the air but with a twist.  Our goal is to get you on the air from different places than your home QTH.  
Whomever makes contacts at the park can log them in their own POTA.app account.  

You haven't heard of POTA?  POTA is Parks On The Air.  There are 2 types:  Hunters and 
Activators.  Park Activators are the Amateur operators who take their equipment within the limits 
of a State or Federal Park and start calling out to get contacts.  The "Hunter" is the person who is 
looking for the operators who are in the parks.  To have a successful activation, the activator must 
get 10 contacts or more.  Please check out http://pota.app for more details.

We are Planning on 14 Parks on the Air Activations.  We have 3 kits available (Tyler, Scott, Ron).  We are 
able to run voice and fldigi or CW.  We might use club or personal call signs.  One of the nice things with 
POTA is that you can test the equipment while having fun.  We have a lot of choices of areas where we can 
operate and be in a registered POTA park. 

We will be having Field Day 2025 at the Bynden Wood Day Camp area at South Mountain YMCA Camps.   
The address is 201 Cushion Peak Road, Reinholds, PA  17569.

The Field Comms committee wants to send a huge thank you to Dave Fix, N3AMY.  With his help, the 
camp was able get radios working that were donated to them.  This also enabled us to use the camp facilities 
for free.  

There are some changes this year for Field Day.  There will be no setup or meeting up Friday.  
We meet up at the camp Saturday around 8 am.  It is overnight but we must be out by 5 pm Sunday.   Our 
antenna crew has some plans for antennas (no towers.  All Wires).

The YMCA is requiring ALL ADULTS over the age of 18 to present State ID or License.  It has to be 
entered into their computer.  This has to do with Child Protection Laws as there will be children present at 
the camp over the weekend.  

This site gives us a different vantage than the train station as we will be much higher up, a much lower noise 
floor.  (FYI:  Cell Phone Coverage is spotty at the camp).



The area is air conditioned.  

There is NO SMOKING, NO DRUGS, NO ALCOHOL, NO WEAPONS OF ANY KIND ALLOWED ON 
THE PROPERTY.  This is their Policy and we have agreed to follow it.  

Food has not been decided yet but is sure to be great.

We are also looking at possible doing a reoccuring special event station.  Daniel Boone's Birthday has been 
suggested.  If you have other suggestions please contact us using the email below.  

Lastly, We are planning to have Winter Field Day 2026.  We do not have a location picked out but we are 
working on that.  We are looking for an indoor area that is cheap or free.  We would be operating hopefully 
overnight as it is a 24 hour event.  We will not be operating on emergency power.

If you have any ideas of events, please let the Field Comms Committee know.

Just a reminder, for us to do these events, we need participation.   Email us at rrcfieldcomms@outlook.com.

Field Comms Committee

WHERE IS THE FOX

I must start out with an apology for canceling April's Fox Hunt because of the 
threat of bad weather. I don't want anyone to get sick.

I am scheduling a Fox Hunt for May 17, at 1:00 PM. That is one week after the 
May General Meeting and Saturday's SRT. I would like for anyone interested in 
participating to let me know if you are going to triangulate and or hunt for the 
Fox. The Fox will be on 146.550 MHZ. It's time to play FIND THE FOX.

Contact
Dave Fix
N3AMY 146.91 MHZ
4845291746
electriciandhf@yahoo.com 





The Pottstown Area Amateur Radio Club is occupying a pavilion at the Evansburg State 
Park outside of Collegeville in Montgomery County in eastern Pennsylvania on Sunday, 
May 4 where “characters” paying homage to the Star Wars universe will set up a multimode 
Parks on the Air (POTA) demonstration.

Walt Skavinsky, KB3SBC a veteran POTA operator and organizer for the special event, will 
lead his band of experienced radio amateurs in showing visitors how POTA can be done, 
including what kind of equipment you’ll need to get started.

“We want to share our experiences so that other people can get a head start and learn from us 
so they don’t make the mistakes we made at the beginning,” Skavinsky explained. “Believe 
me, we all know going out for the first time can be a nervewracking experience.”

Skavinsky said the idea is to give hams and visitors who haven’t attempted a POTA 
activation – and even those who have  a handson explanation of how to do it and how 
much fun it can be.

“If you look at the group we’ve assembled, there’s 45 years of POTA experience coming out 
and many of them were original POTA people,” Skavinsky said. “Each one has a specialty 
and a style.”

Among those taking part in the POTA Jedi Council event: 
W3FRB – Dr. Bill Hewitt “Boba Fettenna Master” (makes his own antennas)
WA3GM – Greg Malone “DahLorian” (CW operator)
NF3R – Joel Rubincam “CQ3PO” (SSB and FT8)
K0BAK – Pete Kobak “Rove One” (how to do a “rover” activation)
KB3SBC – Walt Skavinsky “Sith Lord of QRP” (lowpower operating)

Skavinsky said the POTA Jedi Council activation begins at 8 a.m. on Sunday, May 4 and will 
run until about noon.

Each of the operators will be on the air for about an hour – solo – so as not to interfere with 
each other in the confined “signal landing and takeoff zone.” 

Skavinsky said the operators will be ready to answer questions about the gear and antennas 
and how to make and log contacts. Maybe, he said, you’ll get a chance to make a contact as 
well.

POTA JEDI COUNCIL CONVENING IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PA

By Mark Abramowicz NT3V



Skavinsky said visitors can witness each of the operators using multiple modes – SSB, CW, 
and FT8 to make contacts.

“How do you let people know you’re on the air and looking for POTA contacts?” Skavinsky 
asked. “It’s easy! We’ll show you that, too!”

Skavinsky said you don’t have to go out and buy a dedicated POTA radio and antenna to 
launch an activation.

He said you might find out by coming to the event that you have most of the gear you need 
and maybe a little guidance will put you on the road to a successful activation.

“We want to invite area hams and their families to come out, spend some time with us and 
take a look at what we’ve got,” Skavinsky said. “POTA has become one of the hottest 
activities in ham radio today!”

Refreshments will be served at the POTA Jedi Council event.

It will take place rain or shine.

“May the 4th be with you!” Skavinsky added.









SIMPLEX RADIO TEST CREW CLIMBS TO NEW HEIGHTS
By Mark Abramowicz NT3V

Despite the clouds and the light showers, an intrepid threeman crew made the climb to a 
new location for the monthly Reading Radio Clubsponsored Simplex Radio Test.

The April 12 SRT was conducted from atop the summit of Cushion Peak in South Heidelberg 
Township on the property of the South Mountain YMCA Camp in western Berks County.

Al Melnyk K3AJM, Dave Fix, N3AMY, and Mark Abramowicz, NT3V, secured clearance to 
make the climb in Al’s Jeep and set up our antenna right at the highest point – some 1,100 
feet above sea level.

There were 22 checkins recorded by Al K3AJM and Dave N3AMY. Mark NT3V made a 
pitch for contacts to help operators secure the Reading Radio Club Pagoda Award. But there 
were no takers. The award is now being managed by Ron Dietrich KC3WBA. Details are 
available at the club website, http://www.w3bn.org.

Operators who checked in for the April test reported strong signals from the SRT crew and 
we heard everyone who checked in without difficulty, including one operator from Lancaster 
County.

As the crew began tearing down the antenna and securing the mast and ropes, the clouds 
began to clear and the view from the summit was spectacular!

Our thanks to the South Mountain YMCA folks for allowing us the access to the location!
The next Simplex Radio Test is scheduled for May 10, 2025 at 1 p.m. local time. You’ll find 
the test on 146.550 Megahertz Simplex.

Hope you can join us!

For May, we’re planning to set up in a new location that would be a key communications 
control hub point in the event we would have to switch to simplex frequencies due to the loss 
of one or both of the area amateur radio repeaters during an emergency.



Dave Fix N3AMY, left, and Al Melnyk 
K3AJM, right, assemble the 2meter 

antenna and mast

The 2meter antenna sits atop a mast 
erected at Cushion Peak

Al Melnyk K3AJM takes check-ins for the 
April SRT inside his jeep

Dave Fix N3AMY calls for stations from the 
checkin list for the April SRT



RRC MEETING HIGHLIGHTS APRIL 11, 2025
By: RRC Secretary, Amy Lindenmuth, KB3FSD

The Friday, April 11, 2025, RRC General meeting was held at the IBEW Local 743 located 
at 20 Morgan Dr, Reading, PA 19608.
1. Prior to the meeting, Jim Nicholas (W3ITH) was taking attendance and selling 5050 
tickets. 

2. RRC President, Joe Pietruszynski (AC3DI), called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
and led the group in the pledge to the American Flag.

3. RRC members and guests introduced themselves. There were thirtynine people in 
attendance.

4. The RRC currently has ninetythree active members.

5. The April 12, 2025, fox hunt is cancelled. The next fox hunt is May 17, 2025.

6. The next SRT is April 12, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. on 146.55.

7. The next FLDIGI is May 1, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. on 146.91.

8. Field Day is June 2829, 2025.

9. The RRC picnic is on July 12, 2025.

10. The Warminster Amateur Radio Club HamFest and ARRL EPA Section Convention is 
May 4, 2025, at the Bucks County Community College Lower Bucks Campus in Bristol, 
PA.

11. Amy Lindenmuth (KB3FSD) discussed having a raffle in August of 2025 as a 
fundraiser for the RRC. Raffle tickets will be $15 per ticket, and there will be multiple 
prizes. The club was approved by the Berks County Treasurer’s Office with a small games 
of chance license for the month of August 2025. The members in attendance agreed to have 
the raffle as a fundraiser. Amy will get the tickets printed.
the meeting.



12. Amy Lindenmuth (KB3FSD) proposed having a Kauffman’s BBQ Chicken sale as a 
fundraiser in August of 2025. The proposed dinner would consist of half a chicken, baked 
potato, and a bottle of water. The club is required to have a minimum of fifty dinners for 
the sale. Kauffman’s will pack the potatoes and chicken in foil. The club is responsible for 
securing the sale location, advertising, printing tickets, etc. The dinner will be $12.00 per 
ticket. The members in attendance agreed to have the Kauffman’s BBQ Chicken sale as a 
fundraiser. Amy will reach out to Ms. Dobson at Kauffman’s BBQ Chicken to secure a 
date, and work on a location for dinner pickup. Amy requested help from members with 
selling tickets and help for the day of the event to hand out the dinners.

13. This year’s RRC HamFest is cancelled. Jim Nicholas (W3ITH) made numerous 
contacts with other potential locations, such as Jim Dietrich Park, Maier’s Grove, and the 
Leesport Farmer’s Market, to name a few, to try and secure a location for this year’s 
HamFest. Unfortunately, the locations were either booked, not costeffective, or could not 
accommodate the number of attendees. 

14. Amy Lindenmuth (KB3FSD) won the 5050 drawing.

15. Amy Lindenmuth (KB3FSD) had Hamware available for purchase before and after 
the meeting.

16. Dave Fix (N3AMY) and Ron Waszk (K3RJW) discussed the purpose of fox hunting 
and various fox hunting techniques.

17. Scott Scheirer (KC3PCS) and Tyler Scheirer (KC3LVS) gave a presentation on the 
Field Comms Committee, future events the committee wants to hold , and Parks on the Air 
(POTA). They also provided information on Field Day 2025. Field Day will be held on 
June 2829, 2025, at Brynden Wood Day Camp on South Mountain YMCA. Anyone over 
eighteen will need to provide photo identification to enter the camp. No tobacco products of 
any kind are allowed on the grounds. 

18. The next RRC BOD Meeting is Tuesday, May 6, 2025, by ZOOM at 7:30 p.m.

19. The next RRC General Meeting is Friday, May 9, 2025, at IBEW Local 743 at 7:30 
p.m.

20. Joe Pietruszynski (AC3DI) adjourned the meeting for a time of fellowship.





= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
The main purpose of The Reading Radio Club Bulletin, is to provide, to the 
Membership and other readers, timely information about the activities of the Reading Radio 
Club,  Inc. 

Additionally, the RRC BULLETIN provides an easily searchable and accurate historical 
record. The RRC strongly recommends membership in the American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL) as well as membership in a local Amateur Radio Club. The READING RADIO 
CLUB BULLETIN is copyright © 2025 by the Reading Radio Club, Inc. 

Opinions expressed in the RRC BULLETIN are those of the writers, editors, and article 
sources. They do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Reading Radio Club, Inc, the 
RRC BOD, or the RRC membership. 

Material from this RRC BULLETIN may not be reproduced in whole or part, without 
permission. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
The RRC Bulletin Email Version was started on February 10th, 1998

 It is emailed to most RRC Members, Other Clubs and Friends of the RRC.
 It is published on a monthly basis.

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =

PLEASE NOTE: The Reading Radio Club is using Ham Club Online to help manage the club. The 
bulletin and other email messages may come from a new address. Please DO NOT respond to the 
email the bulletin comes from. 
Please email w3bn.rrc@gmail.com about the club or kc3pcs@outlook.com about the bulletin.
We are also using the site to keep track of attendance, and events. 
They use the latest encryption and are very secure. Nobody’s information is public (other than what 
the FCC Records list).
If you have any questions, please contact us at w3bn.rrc@gmail.com


