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 The Reading Radio Club Was Established  March 10th, 1921 ,   ARRL Affiliated February 17, 1922  

A Monthly Publication of the Reading Radio Club, Scott & Lori Scheirer Editors (kc3pcs@gmail.com) 
Keep up to date with the RRC at http://www.readingradioclub.org 

    

  http://www.facebook.com/RRCW3BN 

Volume 59  Issue Number 3 March 2021 W3BN   W3CCH 

2021 Board Of Directors & Officers 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

PRESI.    Chris Schlegel, K3ADA                          Sutehk.CS@gmail.com                              (23) 
VP Joe Pietruszynski, AC3D                         JFP0250@comcast.net (21) 
SEC. Harry Hoffman, W3VBY                        HarryHoffmanJr@juno.com (22) 
TREAS. Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD                         NateØ1PA@comcast.net (23) 
 
Art Becker, KB3LDI                                              ABeckerBeConCo@msn.com (21) 
Jason Potter, K3WDF                                             Radio.K3WDF@gmail.com (21) 
John Engle, AB3SR                                                No Public Email (22) 
Ronald Waszk, K3RJW                                          PolishPICL@aol.com        (23) 
Scott Scheirer, KC3PCS, Editor                             kc3pcs@arrl.net        (22) 
 
The two-digit number, in brackets, to the right of the BOD member's email address, is the year that their term ends on December 
31. 
 
(A normal 3-year term runs from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, three years later). 
 
The four officers of the RRC are elected from the BOD by the NINE board members at the annual RRC Board of Directors 
Reorganization Meeting held in January of each year.  Please note that ALL nine BOD members have voting power. 
 
Please note:  The Board of Director Minutes are available by written request or online at:    

http://www.readingradioclub.org.  Email Chris Schlegel, k3ada@arrl.net if you wish to participate in a board meeting. 

Next Board Meeting:      Tues, March 9th at 7:30 PM via Zoom 

Next General Meeting:   Fri, March 12th, 2021 at 7:30 PM   

Topic:   Airship History – “The Flying Carriers”. (Part 3) 

Location:  Berks County Agricultural Center—Rear Entrance 

1238 County Welfare Road, Leesport, PA  19533 

All other Fridays, we have a Meeting on the Air at 8 PM on the W3BN Repeater. 

Send ALL USPS Mail pertaining to  
the Reading Radio Club to : 

 
ATTENTION  TO   ** (Person your sending to) 

READING  RADIO  CLUB  INC 
PO  BOX  13777 

READING  PA    19612-3777 

The W3BN Repeater is owned & operated by the Reading  

Radio Club and is located in Alsace Township up on the  

mountain. 

146.91 MHZ (Input 146.31 MHZ) with a PL Tone of 131.8 hz.    

It is available from 5:30 AM until midnight. 

http://www.readingradioclub.org
http://www.facebook.com/RRCW3BN
http://www.readingradioclub.org
https://www.qsl.net/w3bn/BOD.html
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Just a quick club update this month. Following last month's Prez Sez column, there has 
been significant interest in the AREDN mesh network I mentioned. We are looking at 
contacting Tom Nolan, W3EX, to do a presentation for our club on who/what/where/
when of mesh networking as he did for the Pottstown club. Something I plan on doing 
with the IP phone that is connected to my mesh node. Stay tuned on that topic... 

While we are currently in a bit of a holding pattern due to continued COVID                 
restrictions, which will hopefully be in the process of being lifted later this year, we are 
still looking forward to our usual yearly activities. Field Day, while still a bit away, is 
now on the back burner and discussion has started. We have several members of the 
club that are willing to give presentations about interesting topics. Somewhere in here 
I'd like to get a kit build going for the club again as it is a good learning experience for 
some and an enjoyable time for others (any ideas would be appreciated).  The website 
is a work in progress and will become an important tool for us to communicate not  
only with our membership but with the outside world. Scott, KC3PCS, is improving our 
video streaming capability for our meetings (the audio level should be better than  
previous streams).  

On another note, Rich W3WJC, brought up a good point at our last BOD meeting. In 
order for the club to maintain it's ARRL affiliation, 51% of our membership needs to be 
composed of ARRL members. If you were on the fence about maintaining or starting a 
membership with the ARRL, please, keep this in consideration.  

Any questions, comments, or concerns please reach out to myself or any of the other 
BOD members.  

That's all for now... 

73,  

Chris, K3ADA 

The Reading Radio Club is an IRS-designated 501

(c)(3) organization holding tax identification    

number 23-1660585.  Contributions to the Reading 

Radio Club are tax-deductible to the extent allowed 

by law.  
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Hi all. Well we had our indoor fox hunt.  It was a blast, but low on fox hunters.  There were 4 there plus 
Kermit, KB3KZM, who got the room for us to use.  

The other participants were Stan, KC3QWN, Jeff, KC3QLR, Bill N3AFI, and Larry W3GTP.  

It was a real fun time, and they found all the foxes like they were supposed to.  They ALL learned a lot 
about their radios, their antennas, and how to use them for fox hunting.  

Let me tell you all, hunting INSIDE a large room is NOT an easy situation.  When you have 5 foxes   
within about 50 yards of each other sending out lots of RF, each fox works against each other.         
However, with proper radio use and antenna use, they were all found with a little instruction from me.  

For the month of March, we will have a SMOTA with Joe, AC3DI's help.  He or I will again be on a 
mountain top, or high hill to run the SMOTA.  It will be announced at the General membership meeting 
and during the MOTA's during the month.  It again will be on a Saturday or Sunday  afternoon.  

I hope to run the SMOTA and a Fox hunt every other month.  March, SMOTA, and April will be a Fox 
hunt.  

The April fox hunt will not be a long hunt.  I will have all the foxes set up at a location that will be         
announced so that we can save gas, by not running around the county looking for the location.   We will 
be meeting in a parking lot surrounded by the foxes.  This time there will be 7 foxes set up, and YES, 
they WILL be devious hides.  BUT come out and do some hunting and learning.  

Two Pagoda awards will be handed out during the March General Membership meeting.  

The paperwork and instructions are located on the Web site.  Please go there to see all it takes to get a 
VERY nice award that you can hang on your Ham Shack wall.  

If there are ANY questions about the above, don't be afraid to call me direct.  My phone number is on 
the web site.  

 

RON W K3RJW 73 
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Please note:  Ads placed here will run for 2 bulletins  

unless you let the editor know you still want them posted, deleted, or changed.   

Please Note:   The Editors and/or RRC are not responsible for items listed on this page.    

Descriptions & Pictures are supplied by the Seller. 

KITS For Sale:  

Vectronics 80 meter receiver   $35  

Sound to light unit.                     $22 

IR remote checker.                     $15 

Wheel of Fortune.                      $20 

These are basic printed circuit kits. Follow the instructions 

and they should be fun to build and hours of fun to use.  

Don W3FCT 610 693 5945 

For Sale 

QST Magazines, 1960s to present.  Good 

condition. 

Low price.   

 

Call Bill Wentzel, K3BW  

at 610-488-0231. 
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Are you looking to take your amateur radio test?  Looking to upgrade?  If we get enough   

interest, we can set up a test session before a meeting.   Please contact Harry Hoffman 

Tel:   610-678-8976 or email:  harryhoffmanjr@juno.com. 

We are planning for a VE Exam directly before the April Meeting.  Please register at the 

FCC for a FRN prior to testing.  You will need to provide your email to the FCC. 

We will also have a test session at Field Day in June. 
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Send all license and mailing address changes to: 

RRC Treasurer Nate Rosenthal, N2ADD, at NateØ1PA@comcast.net or N2ADD@arrl.net 

Please let us know if you upgrade your license.  Email to  Scott, KC3PCS, and Lori at 

KC3PCS@gmail.com with updates. 

 

 STATS  AS  OF  FEB.  18,  2021 

 

 Full Voting Members: 63 

 

 

 Associate (Non Voting) Members: 14 

 

 

 Supporting (Non Voting) Members: 2 

 

 

 Extra Class: 33 ( 42 % ) 

 Advanced: 5 ( 6 % )  

 General: 23 ( 23 % ) 

 Technician: 23 ( 26 % ) 

 Novice: 0 ( 0 % ) 

 No License:  3 ( 3 % ) 

 

May not total 100% due to rounding 

 
 79 = Total RRC membership as of Feb. 18, 2021 
 
 77  =  Mar.  2020 97  =  Mar.  2009 
 77  =  Mar.  2019 102  =  Mar.  2008 
 75  =  Mar.  2018 105  =  Mar.  2007 
 73  =  Mar.  2017 109  =  Mar.  2006 
 72  =  Mar.  2016 112  =  Mar.  2005 
 78  =  Mar.  2015 117  =  Mar.  2004 
 76  =  Mar.  2014 121  =  Mar.  2003 
 82  =  Mar.  2013 115  =  Mar.  2002 
 88  =  Mar.  2012 116  =  Mar.  2001 
 89  =  Mar.  2011 118  =  Mar.  2000 
 97  =  Mar.  2010 125  =  Mar.  1999 
   

There were 193 Members in 1978 

 

 36 RRC voting Members are members of the ARRL ( 46% ). 
 

 79 RRC Members receive the RRC BULLETIN via email ( 100% ). 
 

 72 RRC Members have a Broad Band ISP ( 91% ). 

  

 ”Life Member” 
 Harry Hoffman, W3VBY 
 By RRC BOD action on November 10, 2020. 
 

 “Honorary Membership for Life” 
 Jim Nicholas, W3ITH 
 By RRC BOD action on December 8, 2009. 
 

 “Life Member” 
 Rich Ahrens, W3WJC 
 By RRC BOD action on June 6, 2006. 

 By: Rich Ahrens, W3WJC - RRC Historian (02.20.2021) 
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PLEASE NOTE:   
March 3rd, 2021—9:30 AM — QCWA Virtual Breakfast—W3BN Repeater 
March 9th, 2021—7:30 PM —Board Meeting— ZOOM 
March 12th, 2021—7:30 PM —Club Meeting— AG CENTER 
  
 
On the Fridays, that we do not have an in-person meeting we will have a “Reading Radio Club 
Meeting On The Air” (RRCMOTA) on the RRC 146.910 MHz repeater starting at 8:00 p.m.  The 
CTCSS is 131.8 Hz. 
 

 
March Birthdays:  Peter Nicholas III, KB3FSC;  Blair Hogg, WB3AWI;  Raymond Bostard, KC3HRX;  
Christopher Schlegel, K3ADA;  Harold Messer, K3ATO;  Robert Plummer, W3RP  

March 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

QCWA Virtual 

Breakfast 9:30  

4 

Digi Net 146.91 

7:30 PM 

5 

MOTA (8 pm) 

6 

7 8 

ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

9 

RRC BOD Meeting 

ZOOM 7:30 PM 

10 
 

11 
Digi Net 146.91 

7:30 PM 

12 

RRC Meeting 

AG Center  7:30 PM 

13 

14 15 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

16 

 

17 18 
Digi Net 146.91 

7:30 PM 

19 

MOTA (8 pm) 
20 

 

21 22 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

23 24 25 
Digi Net 146.91 

7:30 PM 

26 

MOTA (8 pm) 

27 

28 29 
ARES/RACES   

(8 pm.) 147.18 

30 31 
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= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
The PRIMARY purpose of  The Reading Radio Club Bulletin, is to provide, to the  
membership, timely information about the activities of the Reading  Radio Club, Inc.   
 
IN ADDITION, the RRC BULLETIN provides an easily searchable and accurate historical 
record.  The RRC strongly recommends membership in the American Radio Relay 
League (ARRL) as well as membership in a local Amateur Radio Club.  The READING 
RADIO CLUB BULLETIN is copyright © 2021 by the Reading Radio Club, Inc.  Opinions 
expressed in the RRC BULLETIN are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Reading Radio Club, Inc, the RRC BOD, or the RRC membership.  
Material from this RRC BULLETIN may be reproduced in whole or part, without  
Additional permission, if credit is given to the READING RADIO CLUB BULLETIN and the 
authors. 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
March 1st, 2021 - EMAIL VERSION STARTED ON FEBRUARY 10, 1998. 

 CIRCULATION:  90 RRC - 106 RRC ELIGIBLE NON-MEMBERS, 
 FIVE CLUBS WE SWAP BULLETINS WITH, PLUS 10 OTHER CLUBS. 

 THE  FREQUENCY  OF  PUBLICATION  IS  MONTHLY. 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Deadline for all bulletins is the 25th of the prior month.  However,  
earlier is better.  Please submit to kc3pcs@gmail.com.   ** Please note that 

the editors reserve the right to accept, change, reject anything submitted for 
the RRC Bulletin. 


