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BARC in-person Meetings, Regular, Board and
VE session cancelled until further notice.

ARRL Announces New Benefits for Members

ARRL members will now re
ceive digital access to four ARRL mag
zines beginning with their latest issue
Joining QST and On the Air magazin
on a digital platform will be the bi
monthly editions of QEX — The Forur
for Communications Experimenters al
NCJ — National Contest Journal. QE
includes articles, columns, and other fe
tures ranging from con-
struction projects td
more advanced technics
information in radio the
ory and practice. NC
published since 197
targets radio amateu
active in radiosport. NC
includes scores, techn
cal articles, contributions
from top contesters, and advice for beg
ners and seasoned radiosport enthusi
alike.

“Feedback from ARRL men
bers and our readership surveys |
shown that our magazines are one of
most valued member benefits,” sa
ARRL Publications Manager Steve For
WBBSIMY. “Our investment in digital ac-
cess provides another channel throi
which we can deliver content to ol
members across the expanse of intert
and activities in amateur radio. All men
bers can enjoy specialized content an
high-quality reading experience wheth
at their desk or on the go. Offering th
suite of digital magazines is an oppori
nity for us to give members more of wh
they want while adding value to ARR
membership.”

Next Meeting - On ZOOM.

May 12, 2020, 7 PM
The Brightleaf Amateur Radio
Club will have its next meeting Tuesday,
ARRL’s digital magazine ediMay 12, 2020 at 7 PM. The meeting will
tions provide replicas of the printed edke on ZOOM. See front page article in the
tions with added functionality, allowingApril, 2020 Ham Chatter for details on
users to fully search issues, enlargetting up and signing in. Contact Peter

pages, share articles, and more. The fiéan HoutenN4PVH, for details if you are
ARRL Magazines app also supporfsaving

downloading complete issues onto yosetting up.
mobile device or tablet for offline read-

ing.

troubl

Program b
Harrison
Sherrill's

Brian
Members whoKN4R,
have elected to receive &ord, about th
printed QST or On the"FCC’s  Radio
Air as part of their Intelligence Divisio
membership  benefits(RID) in WW2". He
will continue to have will be using Zoo
this service. Membersfrom his home fo
may not substitute ahis presentation
print subscription of All members, families and guests
QEX or NCJ as theirare invited to attend.
delivered magazine member benefit. Print

oo ; d Meeting - May 26, 2020
subscriptions of QEX and NCJ will con: oar ) .
tinue to be available at additional cost fTrhe meeting will beon ZOOM. The next

; oard meeting will be Tuesday, May 26, at
those thlea;QL:o rfr?z:;;\;?n?sn;re easiIZ/:OO PM via Zoom. All members invited.

Brian, KN4R

accessed through any web browser fr%’% -
. rs can join ARRL and take advantage of
membgrs-only I|.nks. The free. ARRI’tI&lis and other membership benefits.
Magaz_lne_s app is available for iOS an The latest issues of all four maga-
érc]grolf Plll:lal thﬁ ég,?éeaﬁ‘gg d S;c:]rz;gdzines are online now The digital versions
9 y. ryot y f QEX and NCJ are new benefits for all
member and previously created an arr,

org website account, your username a [XRL members. Members now have ex-
9 : Y Eﬁjsive access to four magazines, each with
password will provide you access to tt’l

o . ; . feir own unique contentQST, On the
digital editions, whether online or in the@ir, QEX, and NCJ.

app. Members who have not previous tto:// | [artl- .

registered will need to create a new ac- p-iwww.arrl.orgrarri-magazines
count. If you've forgotten your password\,"aarrl'org'
visit www.arrl.org/forgot-password, oc
email circulation@arrl.org for assistance

Previous and prospective me

BARC Dues
w4amc.com/barcnews.html#Dues
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President’s Corner, Dave Wood, WA4EJ Next VE Session

ict due to Covidlo. It . APRIL SESSION CANCELLED
restrictions -due to Lovid1s. s spring Exams will be held on Tuesday,

time and a great time to take on thosg o 16 2020 at 2200 Charles Bivd, ECU
new antenna projects and the like. As reenville Center in Room 1200, in

move forward, if any members have a reenville. NC. Exams will  start
specific needs, please bring these to t Fomptly :,ﬂ 6'36 PM. Eor more info

attention of the club officers. email Gary,KK4GC, at ve @ wdamc.

be on Mg/uizrt]ﬁx;nggggsla{n?g&ng Ii'; 'uom. (remove spaces) Study material at
Demko, W3LPR, has again lined up <http://www.arrl.org/courses-training>.

; v alk-ins welcome.
great program. Zoom is a very easy pro-

—— gram to download and works well eve lease bring the following required:
Dave Wood, W4EJ with a marginal internet connection. '-PPhoto D (%Irivers Iicensge) q :
anyone is having issues drop a note !Original Amateur Radio License
I hope this communication find Peter, N4APVH, and he will work with Cogy of Amateur Radio License
everyone doing well. It looks like shortly you to get it working. 73 and see every'Original CSCE’s
we will be able to back off some of ou one at our next meetindPave, W4EJ . Copy of CSCE

» Test fee is $15.00 .

2

Amateur radio enthusiast guide to BARC M EM BERS e Proof of Tech Plus if before 3/21/87 and
® SKOCML. F"STA"EE:‘HG - If you arenot receiving Ham doing paper upgrade to General.
it bl ol il Chatter email notices from me, please sendSS Number will be needed if you don’t

an email to have an FRN number. *
......................... hamchatter @w4amc.com so | can getGo to <http://www.w4amc.com/
144 MHz your email address. | know some hawearcinfo.htmI#VE> for more
) said they do not receive them but they stilkfor mation.
haven’t sent me their email address. You
may be missing some important BAR( |n ThlS |Ssue
Via MARAC “Roadrunner” notices including when neWam Chatters

: are uploaded to the web site. New Benefits for ARRL Members
hitp://marac.org/ At this time during the lockdown

M
(2.0M)

we are not able to get Ham Chatter printgdNext Meetings

AL Happy for mailing or distribution to members a} prasidents Corner - WA4EJ
: the meetings. | print out a few on mjy

% P printer for mailing for those that do no]Next VE Session - June 16, 2020
=2 B Wﬂ‘d%/ have computers. An 8 to 10 page HC CH¥akkey-Dee-Yak from Dave

about 50 to 75 cents for ink!WAYDY
Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club membera
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LoTW Database Accuracy is Goal

Thoughts and Prayers 075
out to the following:

05-09 KD4NGW Jack Cochran
05-20 W3LPR Louis Demko

New Volunteer Monitor Program
Creative Approach to Field Day

FCC Adopts a New Official Seal
COVID-19 Net on 40 Meters

UN Amateur Radio Club’s 4U1UN
BARC Calendar of Events 10

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE BRIGHTLEAF ARC, P. O. BOX8387, GREENVILLE, NC 27835 * NON-COPY - RIGHT MATHRL CONTAINED
HEREIN MAY BE REPRINTED WITHOUT PRIOR PERMISSION WH CREDIT GIVEN TO THIS PUBLICATION * PRESIDENT -DAVE WOOD, WA4EJ, *
FIRST V. PRESIDENT - PETER VAN HOUTEN, N4PVH * SEGID V. PRESIDENT - LOUIS DEMKO,W3LPR, * SECRETARYGARY CORIELL, KK4GC,
* TREASURER - JIM LOWE, AC4JL, * BOARD MEMBER -BILIDAWSON, WA4SLC, * BOARD MEMBER - TERRY MONDAY, K4%D, * VE LIAISON -
GARY CORIELL, KK4GC *PUBLIC RELATIONS/PUBLIC SERVIE COORDINATOR - PAT WILLIAMS, KG4NSC * WA4AMC/W1VOAWAUHS
TRUSTEE, BILL DAWSON, WA4SLC * HAM CHATTER EDITOR DAVE LANGLEY, W4YDY * WEB SITE MANAGER - MIKE MONTEITH, KM4OLT *
CONTRIBUTING WEB SITE EDITOR - DAVE LANGLEY, W4YDY* EMAIL ADDRESSES ON BARC WEB SITE * OPINIONS BY WRERS MAY NOT
NECESSARILY BE THAT OF THE BRIGHTLEAF ARC * CONTRIBTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

John McCoy, K4AKBB

Please let me know of any additions or Doug Ferris, K4ROK

corrections. If yours is missing, | don't
have it! Please, please emadimchatter
(at) wdamc.com

Please inform Peter Van
Houten, N4PVH, of any changes.
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From the looks of things, it
looks like we may be meeting via Zoom
for a while. Hope it's not too long be-
cause when we meet in-person agair
things in the USA will probably be back
to normal or near normal. Like many,
sure do need a haircut. If you have to d
it yourself, someone said that a bad hai
cut only lasts for 2 weeks!

On the next page is the May
message from Marv Hoffman, WA4NC,
NC Section Manager. All NC ARRL The recently released TQSL v
members received it if you are a membegion 2.5.2 application for uploading log
of the ARRL and choose to receiveo Logbook of The World (LoTW) tight-
emails from the ARRL managers and diens requirements for data consisten
rectors. Marv mentions that only aboulith the goal of improving the integrit
3000 of the approximately 4500 ARRLof the LoTW database. Starting wit
members from NC have signed up. ThereQSL version 2.5.2, discrepancies in st
is a lot of info of interest to you that youmitted logs now are flagged, especia
can signup for. If you are a member ofvhen it comes to the Amateur Data Inte
the ARRL, you are missing out on a lot othange Format (ADIF) files frequentl
news about Amateur Radio if you haveiploaded to LoTW. This has prompte
not signed up. In one paragraph, Marguestions and concerns, however, wr
gives the info for signing up. the system fails to accept a user’s t

He is working to get NC ARRL|oaded contact or log.
appointees to get info to my daughter, ADIF exists precisely to he
Susan Langley Jones, WA4AKB, so shensure the accuracy of “data interchan
can keep the NC ARRL page updatedmong amateur radio applications — d
with the latest info. | know it's hard toferent logging programs, for exampl
post the latest news and information ifQSL uses ADIF file data for cross
there is no input from others. checks that help to keep inaccurate or

Been making some contactsomplete information from contaminatin
mostly on FT8 and FT4 picking up somehe LoTW database, and that's whe
new counties on different bands. | useome user issues have arisen. For ex
LoTW and eQSL for confirmations al-ple, the OPERATOR field, which shoul
though I do not really need more confirbe a call sign, sometimes shows up a
mations unless they are for DX. name. Occasionally, operators have

On March 21 worked 10 staversed their ITU and CQ zones. Anoth
tions, 5 states and Mexico, on 6 metefigsue is in the MY_STATE field, whicl
and already have 9 on LoTW and/oshould show a US Postal Service tw
eQSL confirmed. Six meters seems to hetter state abbreviation. Anything else
opening up this time of the year. | have problem.
made a total of 5780 FT8 & FT4 contacts “The value of the checks add
with 4605 LoTW confirmations and 3243to TQSL is that it lets operators kno
eQSL confirmations. Combined there argshen the data they're handling in the
4887 confirmed Fi contacts. On all computer-based logs is correct,” se
modes, have 265 DX confirmations of theQSL Developer Rick Murphy, K1IMU
307 worked. Worked 2 new countries inJust as most hams would not knowing
March for the first since 2017.WAYDY  send out a QSL card with the wrong ¢

tails, it's important to make sure that when

a ham submits a log to LoTW that the con-
tent of that log accurately captures the de-
tails. It also prevents operators from up-
loading logs that contain incorrect informa-

tion.”

Some help is on the way. Murphy
soon will release TQSL version 2.5.3,
which, among other things, skips over the
OPERATOR field check. “We have found
that some of the checking performed for
TQSL 2.5.2 was incomplete in some
cases — for example, allowing incorrect
zone information to pass, and overly strict
in other cases — for example, the STA-
TION_OWNER tag,” Murphy said.
“We've taken feedback from users and
made great strides in improving the way
logs are checked to ensure that checking is
more complete while not raising false
alarms.”

The problem is not always with
the user. The initial implementation of
cross-checks in TQSL 2.5.2 revealed that
not all logging applications conform to the
ADIF standard, which is maintained and
voted on by the 22-member ADIF group,
which includes ARRL. TQSL 2.5.2 has
offered support for operations from several
locations, as well as the ability to detect
uploads that contain incorrect location data,
and the field used for checking location has
been in the ADIF standard since 2004.

Some commenters have suggested
that ARRL has not defined the ADIF fields
appropriately, but this represents a misun-
derstanding of how the ADIF standard is
developed and maintained. Logging appli-
cations are obliged to follow the standard,
if they generate files that claim to be ADIF
compatible.

“Operators have a right to insist
that the logging applications they use con-
form to the standards agreed upon by the
ADIF collective,” said Greg Widin,
KOGW, the chair of the ARRL LoTW
Committee. “Those who find that their log-
ger is out of conformance should demand
an update, or, if the logger is unsupported
or the developer is unwilling to update,
should investigate switching to an applica-
tion that is a cooperative member of the
universe of amateur radio logging applica-
tions.” -via arrl.org 04/16/2020

May 2020
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Greetings from Northwestern North Carolina, referre  d to locally as the High Country.

Each obe traveling across the state for in-persa Because some of you may receive
us knows thatvisits. this from other sources (such as a club
North  Carolinac. COVID-19 is affecting plannir newsletter), please check your ARRL pro-
has several diffor upcoming hamfests. As | write this, file (and ask your friends to check theirs).
| ferent geographi-decision has been made by the organi If you log into arrl.org, at the top of the
Jcal zones:whether to hold or cancel the Salisbi page, you can edit your profile and you can
Coastal Plain;Fire Cracker Hamfest or the Waynesv go to “Edit Your Email Preferences”.

=3 Sandhills; Pied-WCARS Hamfest, both of which a Choose the option to receive emails from
B = mont; andscheduled for July. Once a decisionyour Division Director and Section Man-
Marv, WA4ANC Mountains. Themade information will be sent to you. ager. This will expand Bud's, Bill's and
weather, and tad. Net control stations are still ne my ability to get information out to North
some degree, the climate differs in edon the Tarheel Emergency Net whi Carolina amateur radio operators.
zone. My friends in Raleigh and Charlotteeets each night on 3923 KHz at 7:30 ¢ In other matters, plans are under-
tell me that they are already past the Spritvgdnesday is still open as is the posilway to produce a monthly NC ARRL
blooms; not so up here in the High Couni- Net Manager. We are still working « Newsletter which focuses on the variety of
try, where Spring is always slow to arrivesetting up training sessions that will be ham activities across the state. If you want

My home is at 3850 feet abomeunced when the details are worked oL to know more about what is going outside
sea level and the mountains around here Much of the information post your locality, the Newsletter will need con-
are relatively high. | can see Grandfathar the NC ARRL webpage (ncarrl.org) b tributors. | would like to be able to publish
Mountain  (5945’), Beech Mountaibeen allowed to become outdated. St columns about Contesting, SOTA and
(5506’). Our local repeaters are located loangley Jones (WA4AKB) is busy postil POTA, Satellites, Mesh net activities,
Rich Mountain (4400’). Mount Mitchelthe updated information that Tom Bros DMR and other topics.
tops out at 6684’, the highest peak east{N#4TAB, SEC) and | are sending to h The proposed NC ARRL News-
the Mississippi River, but | cannot seeTihank you, Susan, for the time you are letter will only be worth the effort YOU
because the local mountains lock my viessting in getting accurate and current put into it to make it interesting. | once
of Mt. Mitchell. Flatlanders may be sufermation out to the ham communitworked for a county commissioner who
prised to know the area that repeatersTummanks also to Tom for his work on upd told me that it was a heck of a poor frog
here can cover. Mountaintop repeaters iofy the ARES® and Auxcomm inform that wouldn’'t croak about his own pond.
ten cover up to 100 miles unless blockéon. Each of you will soon be able to < Don't be bashful, brag a little about what
by other mountains. The Mount Mitchethe results of their many hours of work. you are doing, write up something and we

repeater on 145.190 can reach parts of Speaking of sending you inforr will get it edited, posted and shared with
seven states (WV, KY, VA, NC, SC, TNion, | need your help. There are apprc others.
and GA). mately 15,000 licensed amateur radio Severe weather season is going to

So, the mountains are very differators in North Carolina and appro be here soon. On the first Monday of each
ent than the rest of the state. If you loolately 4500 of them belong to the ARF month, Virginia Enzor, NC4VA, gives a
me up on grz.com, you can see the vidacording to the ARRL information avai presentation focused on weather over the
from my deck when the leaves are chamdple to me, only 3000 or so have set tl Tarheel Emergency Net on 3923 khz.
ing colors in October. In the picturddRRL preferences to receive emails s Tune in because Virginia knows her stuff!
Boone is down in the valley and Ridby the Division Director Bud Hippisle NC State University forecasters have pre-
Mountain is what you see in the pictur@V2RU) or Vice Director Bill Morine dicted 22 named hurricanes for this year,
You may be surprised to know that todgiN2COP) and me. This limits our abili which would make it a very active hurri-
on May 1, there are very few leaves thatlet you know what is going on and cane season. Are you ready for bad
have come out on the trees above 4,@D@re information about future events. weather? Check your backup power, work
feet in elevation. Remember, if you have conce on your Go Box station, improve your an-

| want to highlight for you som@re about proposed changes in Tech p tenna system and get ready for a busy year.
activities that are occurring, despite theges, on line license exams, band plan | am still learning about being
COVID-19 Pandemic quarantine. Field Day and Contest rules and simi Section Manager, like anyone would in a
a. Several clubs have invited metdpics, those comments should go to Enew job. Your comments, complaints and
participate in the virtual club meetingand Bill because these are policy questi suggestions will help me do my job better..
Drop me an email if you would like me thandled by the ARRL Board of Directo Hopefully each of us does some-
visit with your club over Zoom or WebEx.Operational concerns about publicizithing this coming week that makes your
b. Likewise, as you plan Field Dalyamfests and club activities, ARES & community and ham radio better because
if you have access to video meeting capaxcomm programs, exemplary opera of your efforts.
bilities during Field Day, | will virtually recognition and similar topics that focus 73 and best wishes, Marv, WA4NC
visit with you since it seems unlikely | wilNC should come to me. NC Section Manager

PAGE 4 May 2020



BARC on the Web: http://www.w4amc.com Ham Chatter

Remotely Administered Amateur Exam Systems Showing Promise

Facing a growingons learned from each test session time-related issue is how long it takes a
demand for amateur radiopgrade our procedures accordingly.” R candidate to go through the NE1AR secu-
exam sessions in a time afison said this week’'s session wirity protocol. “Sometimes, the setup and
social distancing and stayexceedingly well,” and the candida follow-up for an exam take far longer than
at-home orders, sponsopassed the test. the exam itself, in order that we provide
of some Volunteer Exam- The club’'s procedures entail complete integrity of the exam session,” he
iner (VE) teams have risen to the challenge-exam video interview with candidai said.
and are developing systems to remot&dyensure they understand all the reqt With pressure continuing to build
proctor test sessions. ments and procedures. “This also allowsto provide testing compatible with

“Many of our VEs and VE Teants test the candidate’s ability to work wi COVID-19 guidelines and stay-home or-
have been working on remotely proctorédee video and computer technology bef ders, ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma,
exam session ideas, employing both vidbe actual exam,” Robinson explaint AB1FM, has asked the amateur radio com-
and in-person components — followiri@raining sessions were conducted for V munity to be patient. “Please remember
social distancing protocols,” ARRL Volurto make sure they understood their role that with the introduction of significant
teer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) Marow to use the technology.” new processes such as these, that there
ager Maria Somma, AB1FM, said. “We Following the exam, the V should be proof of concept, establishment
have been receiving interesting and inrsgwore the test and sign off on the pajof protocols and procedures, and beta test-
vative suggestions, and we appreciate wark, with the VE Team Leader subming, before expanding to a larger audi-
dedication and ingenuity our examineiag the application online and by mail, [ ence,” she said this week. Somma said
have shown.” ARRL VEC instructions. Application anvideo-supervised exam sessions require a

The Spalding County Amatesuccessful exam are first accepted and different skillset than in-person exam ad-
Radio Club in Georgia is among those tisatmitted to the FCC for processing. ministration, and not all teams will be

have come up with plans to remotely ad- New England Amateur Radio equipped to deliver video exams right
minister amateur exams while complyiflE1AR), an affiliate of New England Sc away.
with ARRL VEC testing standards durin§ech, (NESciTech), has taken it one ¢ “ARRL is pleased to be one of the

COVID-19 stay-home mandates and sodiafther, Somma said. It got the approva leaders in providing an opportunity, al-
distancing guidelines. Current systems I&ARRL VEC to begin trials of what it dethough limited initially, for video-
erage Zoom video-teleconferencing tederibes as “completely online testing w supervised exams in this time of social dis-
nology, the “Fill & Sign” feature of Adobestrict rules and protocols for maintaini tancing and isolation required by the cur-
PDFs, reliable email, appropriate computbe integrity of the testing environmen rent health situation,” Somma said. via
equipment and internet connection, and MB1AR is limiting candidates to one ex: arrl.org
volunteer examiners (VESs) present at ingier candidate, due to the current candir
vidual remote test sites. The Georgia cloacklog and the “difficulty of administe FCC Providing Flexibility to Vol-
collaborated and shared ideas with tihg exams online.” Candidates must ac ynteer Examiners in Developing
Emergency Amateur Radio Club (EAR®) a list of protocols, which include no vit Remote Testing Methods
in Hawaii, which has successfully coters (or pets) in the exam room and a ¢ The FCC has clarified that noth-
ducted sessions since 2011 with its ophone camera scan of the entire room ing in its rules prohibits remote amateur
remote testing system, initially with papexam area “to show that there are no m  54io testing, and no prior approval is
exams with a proctor on site and now witials or people [in the room] that could ¢ yeeded to conduct remote exam sessions.
fillable PDFs, with no on-site proctor.  in taking the exam.” If the VE team st “The Commission provides flexi-
The Georgia club obtained ARRlects the possibility of cheating, the ex bility to volunteer examiners and coordina-
VEC approval to administer videanay be terminated and the candidors who wish to develop remote testing
supervised exams. The club’s David Rdbarred from future online exam sessions methods or to increase remote testing pro-
inson, K4AWVZ, said the first exam session “We began a series of trials grams already in place,” the FCC said in an
took place this week, with another set fApril 1 under ARRL VEC review and hay April 30 news release. “We recognize that
next week, and “many more in the pipeew been asked to help train more gome volunteer examiner coordinators may
line” going forward. Teams on the process,” NELAR Presic ot have the immediate capacity for wide-
“We have started with testing juBbb Phinney, K5TEC, told ARRL. “W spread remote testing. We expect those
one candidate at a time but are planninghttve now tested 12 applicants and are y,g|unteer examiner coordinators with lim-
ramp up to multiple candidates — probaerking on streamlining the process. \ited remote testing capacity to work
bly two or three — simultaneously,” Rokare working with the software developer closely with those requesting such testing
inson told ARRL. “Before we do that, wthe exam delivery system to help th, prioritize any available remote testing
want a few more single sessions under adapt the system for video-supervised t g|gts » -via arrl.org 05/03/2020
belt and a few more Video VEs trained.iftg.” At present, Phinney said, only 0 pore at http://www.arrl.org/news/
also gives us an opportunity to garner Igp®rson at a time can be tested. Ano
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New Volunteer Monitor Program is Up and Running

After kicking off on January
the new Volunteer Monitor Program hi
ramped up to operational status. A “s
rollout” of the program began on Febr
aryl, designed to familiarize Voluntes
Monitors (VMs) with issues on the bant
and to put into practice what to report -
and what to ignore, based on their tra
ing. The VMs not only will be looking
for operating discrepancies, but for exa
ples of good operating. The VM progra
has, at least for the moment, put Ril

Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, back in the cen |

said. No stone is being left unturned. T\
VMs constantly monitor FT8 waterin:
holes and have developed programs t
alert them if a licensee is operating ol
side of privileges accorded to that licen
class or if a license has expired. “That t
occurred in a half dozen cases so far,”
said.

ter of amateur radio enforcement as 1 @

Volunteer Monitor Coordinator (VMC)

He was brought aboard to get the pi |

gram up and running, and ARRL wi
eventually take over the VMC function.

Hollingsworth is using a syste
called VMTRAC — developed by
VM — to measure the work of VMs an
determine instances that qualify for go
operator or discrepancy notices, refer
to the FCC, or follow-up with FCC re
guests to the VM program. Hollingswort
reported that during March, the 165 &
tive VMs logged upward of 2,300 houi
of monitoring on HF, and nearly 2,0C
hours on VHF-UHF and other freque
cies.

“I am extremely pleased with tl
number of hours devoted to monitorir
this early in the program,” Hollingswort

“We have 30 open cases, five
which are good operator cases
Hollingsworth said. “Regarding ope
cases relating to rule violations, nol
have yet had to be referred to the FC(
He said he's experimented with lettel
telephone calls, or emails to the subje
of discrepancy reports where they cot
be identified. While he’s still waiting fol
replies to his written correspondence,
has received responses to his calls
emails, and the violations have eith

stopped or were explained. “They were
violations such as expired licenses, Tech-
nicians operating on General frequencies,
unauthorized use of a call sign, and delib-
erate interference,” he said.

One case ‘“being groomed for
FCC referral,” he said, involves long-
standing interference to a repeater in the
Philadelphia area by someone using an
unauthorized call sign. Hollingsworth
said he worked with net control operators
of nets on 75 and 40 meters that had been
suffering serious interference, and so far
the solutions are working.

“It is becoming apparent that if
informal contact can be made by the
VMC with a known offender, the prob-
lem can sometimes be stopped,”
Hollingsworth said. “If this continues to
work, it will minimize FCC referral and
make those we do refer more worthy of
FCC resources and more severe action.
We do not want to call upon the FCC
unless absolutely necessary, but when we
do, the subjects should understand that
FCC action will be expedited. | think our
own enforcement outreach may resolve
all but our very worst cases. At the pre-
sent time, we have only one in which we
do not have a suspicion as to who is caus-
ing the problem.” - via arrl.org
04/10/2020

NOAA Updates Solar Cycle 25 Prediction

Frank Donovan, W3LPL, notes

“SWPC forecasts a solar maglycle 25 prediction, it's important to note

that the National Oceanic and Atmosphenmm between 105 and 125, with the pehlkre is still divergence among various

Administration (NOAA) Space Weathasccurring between November 2024 ang
Prediction Center (SWPC) has publishisthrch 2026,” Donovan said. “There i
its official updated prediction of Solar Cyroad consensus that solar minimum is o
cle 25 in new, interactive Solar Cycle Prgeing this year — or may have already o{
gression graphs. The updated predictiorcisred — and that Cycle 25 will have n{
based on the results of NOAA’s Solar Cyrajor change in the level of solar activit

cle 25 Prediction Panel.

PP,

2016 2018

2020

Universal Time

2022

forecasting
methods and
members of
the space
weather fore-
casting com-

compared to Cycle 24.” munity,”
As Donovan explained, for man Donovan
years the SWPC's solar cycle predictio said. “Most
have used the Royal Observatory of B forecasts and
gium’s International Sunspot Number. forecasters

SWPC'’s official solar cycle prediction nowagree that the Cycle 25 peak is likely to be

uses the SWPC sunspot number. The Inteithin £20% of Cycle 24 and is likely to

national Sunspot Number is typically abootcur between 2024 and 2027.”

one-third lower than the SWPC sunspot More information is on the

number. Springer Nature website. — Thanks to The
“While this is SWPC's officiaDaily DX - via arrl.org 04/22/2020
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ARRL Suggests Taking a Creative Approachto Field D ay 2020

This year, ARRL Field Daycan make the most contacts during 1participants spaced to comply with social
promises to be a unique iteration of thigvent. You can award prizes or distrib distancing guidelines within the required
annual event, with many individuals anctertificates at a club meeting. This can 1,000-foot diameter circle and operating
groups coming up with new and interesta fun way to bolster the activities of ind individual stations. This club also plans to
ing ways to adjust their approach. As amidual club members, even though th set up a “Get on the Air" (GOTA) station.
event, Field Day is structured to be versasannot all gather together at the same The club’s plan is to have the GOTA coach

tile and can be adapted for any situation.cation this year. at the Field Day site, while GOTA opera-
Many groups have asked how tors participate via remote link.

they can adjust their Field Day plannir Another club is planning to set up

to address social-distancing guidelin a remote-controlled station at its usual

that may be in effect in many areas of t Field Day site, with club members taking

country, as gathering at their tradition 24 turns controlling the station from their
Field Day site may not be feasible

L
A‘R ‘ homes. The club is developing a schedule
safe. Instead of participating in a grol "E W = R that outlines when each member of the
event this year, consider operating as ! =L = club will be at the helm via the remote

Class B, C, D, or E station, utilizing yot link.
own call sign.

ARRL will include club name 2
for all participating stations in the put

Whatever approach you take to
this year’s Field Day, keep up to date with
the current guidelines issued by local and

lished results, so the efforts of your club’s state health agencies that may impact your
members can be acknowledged. While Set up a Field Day Challenge with | proposed operation.
we will not publish an aggregate clubval clubs in neighboring communitie: ARRL invites your stories about

score, seeing the name of your club ass8ee how many members of each club the interesting and creative ways you're
ciated with various individual member'son the air from their own stations ar planning to use to adapt your Field Day
results is certainly a way to highlightparticipate in the event. In addition 1operation. Share these on the ARRL Field
your club’s activity. “bragging rights,” perhaps certificates - Day Facebook page.

Myriad opportunities are possithe top-scoring individual entries in ea For the latest news and updates,
ble in this year's Field Day setting. Theseategory can be presented as part of ' visit the Field Day webpage. — Thanks to
are just a couple. inter-club camaraderie. ARRL Contest Program Manager Paul

Consider having an intra-club One club is planning to condl Bourque, N1SFE via arrl.org 04/22/2020
competition among members, seeing whits Field Day as a 4A club group, wit

Fresh Crew Arrives on ISS BARC MEMBERS

If you are not receivitam Chatter email
Astronaut Chris Cassidypry’s population to six people. [notices from me, please send an emaficmchat-

KF5KDR, and two Russian cosmonauSoyuz spacecraft transported Cassfte@w4ame.comso I can get your email address. |

. . L. L know some have said they do not receive them bre-iga
arrived on April 9 as the Expedition _63\nato|y Iv_amshln, an_d Ivan Vagner @ . cent me their address. You may miss some itapt
crew on the International Space Statioa,four-orbit, 6-hour flight after launclBaRC notices. W4YDY
temporarily restoring the orbiting laboraing from Baikonur Cosmodrome in K
zakhstan. County Hunting the Back Roads Provides

The Expedi Interesting Humor!
tion 63 crew will live =
aboard the station fo
a bit longer than €
2 months, with Cassidy
as commander.

The Expedi
tion 62 crew of Jessici
Meir, Drew Morgan,
KISAAA, and Oleg
8 Skripochka, RAOLDJ,
returned to Earth or
&8 April 17. - via arrl.org

i 04/13/2020

From the Mobile Amateur Radio
Awards Club newsletter “Roadrunner”
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H a m A d S Commercial Ad Rates

1/8 page, Business Card Size
Ham Adswill be run, free of charge in Ham Chatter $10 per Month - $100 per Year
for three months for each renewal. Ads must beivedeby  Send ads to: Ham Chatter,

the last week of the month to be included in thio¥ang ;
issue. Send ads tbtam Chatter, PO Box 8387, Greenville, PO Box 8387, Greenville, NC 27835 .
NC 27835, Help supportHam Chatter and the club. Donations

accepted!

FOR SALE: Yaesu Vx5 and Icom IW32A the
Icom radio is a true dual band radio. $75 for each
radio. Richard CampbeNMV4INC (252) 758-1244

or richardecu@gmail.com. M & M' ﬂpﬁmﬂ

Catified Public Acoountants

Online Registration Opens for Free

Virtual Contest Universit TRFIER RO, N, KSR, N
y K4ZYD
Contest University (CTU), a staple of

TU Dayton Hamvention, will take place e ar
online this year through the Zoom video | 19D East Victoria Ci. Phond (252) 321-6007

(o(0 ]\ RUSUN platform, and all sessions will be free. Girosmille, NG 27650 PRX (A 312981
ULLLU SRS Visit the CTU website to register. Live
CTU sessions via Zoom will get under

way on Thursday, May 14, 1245 UTC, Is M M'"E
and will be recorded and archived. — Thanks to GHair _ y ’”c

Tim Duffy, K3LR -via arrl.org 04/28/2020

RSGB’s RadCom Magazine May
Edition Available to All Online

As another facet of the Radio Socir [T ~~—= Greenville, NC
ety of Great Britain (RSGB) “Get on the air| Mark Langley‘& Y ~=- 252 758-3309
to care” campaign <http://www.rsgb.org/| Mike Langley =55 ==~ Fax 252 758-1396
gota2c>, the May edition of RadCom maga} KD4MTT :
zine is being made available to radio amg

teurs around the world online as a samplef = | y
edition. R, | L= 3 |
<http://lwww.rsgb.org/sampleradcom> / f! -

A number of International Amateu :

Radio Union (IARU) member-societies havg | All batteries & light bulbs for home & business

taken S|m||ar Steps. _— Thanks to RSGE; = H-,_;?e 5[-A|e{_:?or.| of Duraced® Ultra * FREE battery test & systems check
General Manager Steve Thomas, M1ACB, via IARU via R e s S L s g
arrl .0rg 05/04/2020 Smartphone, tablet, & iPod® repairs . Bu;in:;l: ::;pco:m:r:e;;ms
BARC on FACEBOOK e - ""L
https://www.facebook.com/w4amc/ BatterleS'. BUle
Facebook and Group details 740 Greenville Bivd. SE, Suite 500-A
http://www.w4amc.com/barcnews.htmi#BARC Greenville, NC

252.353.8143

aris Mion-F ol B8, Sat

www.batteriesplus.com

[T T —

Pitt County Repeater Association
http://www.pcra.us/
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FCC Adopts a New Official Seal in Anticipation of R elocation NETS

In anticipation of its upcomingnumber of bureaus and offices; and théHF/UHF
move, the FCC has adopted a new FC€agle and shield, identifying the FCC as#BARC Net, Mondays, 2000 on 147.09 MHz,
seal. The redesigned seal is the product fefderal government agency. WAGDF Repeater.
an agency-wide contest that solic- Over the next few monthgDown East Hospital Net, 2nd Tuesday
ited proposals from employ- the FCC will incorporate theof each month at noon
ees and contractors. The new seal on official sta-Greenville 444.725 MHz, 91.5 tom&tHAJ
winning design, submit- 4 tionery, business cardsfFountain 444.425 MHZ, 88.5 Tom&tHAJ
ted by Umasankar Aru- 4 publications, and otheroN.ewport SkyWarn Tues. nights 2100E
mugam, was selecte [ materials, including on Grifton-146.685-88.5 tone .
by a vote of the its website and +Newport-145.450..... IRLP 8561 links to

, . Columbia
agency’'s employee: throughout its  New ;. <onville-147.000- 88.5 tone
and contractors.

| Headquarters. Official yoriental-147.210-151.4 tone
The revisec | % use of the new seal444 Newport-444.825- 88.5 tone

design incorporates sev % will begin following eSwansboro-146.760- 88.5 tone

eral elements: communi- %, completion of the ¢Grantsboro-145 230 - 85.4 tone.

cations technologies cur- " agency’s move from the¢Kinston Amateur Radio Society Net, 1,3,4

rently transforming our world;

L. == . Portals to its new HeadquarTUeSdayS, 2000 hrs. on 145.47 MHz., W40IX
four stars on the outer seal border, dravers. The date of the move is to be det(-f-?pe"’t‘ter '“NK";?OE' ina Traffic Net E
ing from the legacy of the predecessamined and has been delayed due Egist ezr830 or 146 2:305”,1/?'_' rafc Net, kvery
deral Radio Commission seal; 18 sta@OVID-19. — FCC news releasevia o on ~a40. 560 M7z
Fe X 2 ' . +Wilson Amateur Radio Club Net, Thursdays
on the shield, recognizing the currenarrl.org 05/01/2020 @ 2000 on 146.76 MHz.
COVID-19 Net Now Running UN Amateur Radio Club's ¢ Fledmont Coastal Traffic Net, Nightly 2030
Wednesdays on 40 Meters 4U1UN Gains Limited Re- +carteret County ARS (CCARS) Emergency
The Medical Net, a speciamOte Operation Capability Mth,zTuesdays, 1930 on the Newport 145.45 (-)
COVID-19 net, is running Wednesdays, +Coastal Emergency Linking Net, Wednesday,
0130 UTC, on 7.222 MHz. The net deals 2100 ET on Ahoskie 145.13, Buxton 145.15,
with correct data on COVID-19 epidemi- Columbia 146.835 & 443.30, Elizabeth City
ology care, care issues, and more. N¢ 146.655, Greenville, 145.35, Hertford 147.33,
control will be Dr. Harry Przekop, Williamston 145.41 & 444.25
WB9EDP, a past president of the Medica HF
Amateur Radio Council Organization Tar Heel Emergency Communications Net on

(MARCO) and now a director at large. 3923 kHz Nightly 1930.
NTS CW Nets

43.571 2000 hours, slow speed (5-8 wpm)
Carolinas Slow Net
43.573 1900 hours, high speed (20wpm)

The president of the United Na3.573 2200 hours, slow speed (12-14 wpm),
tions Amateur Radio Club, James Sart@puth Carolina/North Carolina
K2QlI, reports that during the UN HeadNational Traffic System
quarters building lockdown as part of théastern North Carolina Traffic Net (ENCTN)
“Stay Home” mandate, the club’s 4U1UN46.685 (146.085 in) Mhz (PL 88.5) 2030E
has been granted permission for “very
limited” remote operation on FT8, only ;
] ~_running low power. Fox/Hound mode is E’AF.\;C tEmal‘lll Addresses
Przekop is a specialist in infecpart of the mix. Operation on 40 and 20 resident @ waame.com
tious diseases and biomedical physics aRfleters was reported on April 12. — ic_>rDave W°°dW44EJ
is board-certified as an expert in HIVThanks to OPDX via Southgate Amateur, rJei%sEgev\r,e%\c/:vMa[nc.com
care. o Radio News via arrl.org 04/13/2020 “VE @ wdamc.com

Participants do not need to Qe L

. . - to Gary CoriellKK4GC

physicians or medical providers to che BARC MEMBERS *Hamchatter @ waamc.com
in, ask questions, and otherwise take p If you are not receivitam Chatter to Dave LangleyW4YDY
but no diagnoses can be rendered. Jemail notices from me, please send an emdiato- *QSL @ w4amc.com

chatter @w4amc.com so | can get your email ad- .
regular MARCO Grand Rounds Net dress. | know some have said they do not receiff 10 Richard CampbellWV4INC

held on.Sundays, 1500 UTC, on 14.34nem but haven't sent me their address. Youmay *BARC @ w4amc.com
MHz. - via arrl.org 04/20/2020 miss some important BARC noticesN4YDY to Mike Monteith, KM4OLT
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May 30

Jul4 ..

BARC
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Regular Meeting - 7PM
Board Meeting - 7PM

Ham Chatter Deadline

CQ WW CW WPX Contest
Regular Meeting - 7PM
BARC VE Session - 6:30 PM
ARRL Field Day - ?

Board Meeting - 7PM

Ham Chatter Deadline

IARU HF World Championship
Regular Meeting - 7PM
Board Meeting - 7PM

Ham Chatter Deadline
Regular Meeting - 7PM
BARC VE Session - 6:30 PM
Board Meeting - 7PM

Aug?29............. Ham Chatter Deadline
Sep8....... ..., Regular Meeting - 7PM
Sep26/27.......... CQ WW RTTY DX Contest
Sep29............. Board Meeting - 7PM
Oct3.............. Ham Chatter Deadline
Octl13............. Regular Meeting - 7PM
Oct20............. BARC VE Session - 6:30 PM
Oct24/25........... CQ WW SSB DX Contest
Oct27.............. Board Meeting - 7PM
Oct31.............. Ham Chatter Deadline
Nov7/8 ............ ARRL CW Sweepstakes
Nov10............. Regular Meeting - 7PM

Regular Meeting - 2nd Tuesday @ 7:00 PM

Board Meeting - Last Tuesday @ 7:00 PM

Contest Calendar: All the rules.
https://www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php

BARC 2 METER NET - MONDAY NIGHTS AT 8:00 PM - 147.09 WAGDF REPEATER - 131.8 Tone
Down East Hospital Net - 2nd Tuesday at noon - Greenville 444.725 MHz, 91.5 tone N4HAJ
BRIGHTLEAF AMATEUR RADIO CLUB STATIONS

W1VOoOARA - WA4AMCOC - W4UHS
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