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BARC in-person Meetings, Regular, Board and
VE session cancelled until further notice.
Amateur Radio Gearing Up for Predicted “Above Avera

lantic Hurricane Season
% Extended-rang
‘ forecasts for the 2020 At

lantic Basin hurricane sec
' activity, although a low-

pressure system now off th

coast of Florida could get
jump on things and develop into a su
end. The Atlantic hurricane season do
n't start until June 1 and extends un
November 30. The National Hurricar
Center (NHC) 2020 outlook calls for
erage, with four Category 3 to Category
hurricanes. The 2019 season saw th
major hurricanes (out of six).

“The above-average predicti
ibbean waters and lack of a substantial
Nifio in the Pacific,” the NHC explainec
noting that the combination of a bus
hurricane season and the ongoi
nightmare scenario for affected arei
FEMA and local emergency manageme
agencies are already issuing COVID-.
guidelines for hurricane shelters, whit

son anticipate above-normi
tropical depression or storm this wee
season about 140% more active than
is largely due to the hot Atlantic and Ce
COVID-19 pandemic could create
include face masks and social distancin

The NHC Annual Statio
Test — to check readiness of amate
radio stations and operators — tak

place on Saturday, May 30, 1300 — 21
UTC. The NHC’s WX4NHC will be on
the air, marking its 40th year of publi
service at the NHC. Julio Ripoll, WD4F
the Assistant Amateur Radio Coordinat
at the NHC, said the event offers an ¢

Next Meeting - On ZOOM.

June 9, 2020, 7 PM
" The Brightleaf Amateur Radio
ge” At~ club will have its next meeting Tuesday,
June 9, 2020 at 7 PM. The meeting will be
portunity for radio amateurs worldwide ton ZOOM. See front page article in the
exercise the sorts of communicationdpril, 2020 Ham Chatter for details on
available during severe weather. “We wiietting up and signing in. Contact Peter
be making brief contacts on many frean HoutenN4PVH, for details if you are
quencies and modes, exchanging sigrving trouble setting up.
reports and basic weather data — sunny, Program: Field Day.
rain, temperature, etc.) with any station in All members, families and guests
any location,” Ripoll said. are invited to attend.

Operation will be on HF, VHF .
L . Board Meeting - June 30, 2020
UHF, APRS, and Winlink. VVX4NHCThe meeting will be on ZOOM. The next

wgtgﬁ nlfleert ?I—S|V\?I(\:lt)lvflrtg 32ntgzsl—cl;;rg'za3nze$oard meeting will be Tuesday, June 30, at
d ) :00 PM via Zoom. All members invited.

MHz and 7.268 MHz, depending on
propagation, but will operate elsewhere “I must say, I'm not liking what
as conditions dictate. WX4NHC will alsd’'m seeing,” reacted Hurricane Watch Net
operate on the VoIP Hurricane Net frovlanager Bobby Graves, KB5HAYV, point-
2000 until 2100 UTC. ing to additional extended forecasts posted
Dr. Philip J. Klotzbach et al dfy Tropical Storm Risk (TSR), the Univer-
the Colorado State University (CSU) Desity of Arizona, and North Carolina State
partment of Atmospheric Science cite @niversity. The TSR forecast calls for
variety of factors that led them to corthree major hurricanes, while the Univer-
clude this hurricane season could get sesity of Arizona and North Carolina State
ous. Pointing to the “somewhat abowgredict between three and five major hurri-
normal” tropical Atlantic sea-surfacecanes.
temperatures, the scientists estimate “Since 2014, the Hurricane Watch
“about eight hurricanes,” four of thenNet has been very busy,” Graves told
major, during the 2020 season. ARRL. “We've had 20 net activations for
“We anticipate an above-averad® hurricanes and one tropical storm. Since
probability for major hurricanes making?015, we've worked nine major land-
landfall along the continental Unitedalling hurricanes, including four land-
States coastline and in the Caribbearidlling Category 5 storms.” As examples,
the CSU forecast states, remindinge ticked off some now-well-known hurri-
coastal residents that it only takes om@&ne names: Joaquin (2015); Matthew
hurricane making landfall to make it af2016); Harvey, Irma, and Maria (2017);
active season for them. The CSU sciehtichael (2018), and Dorian (2019). Graves
tists set the probability of US major hurrinotes that the past three hurricane seasons
cane landfalls this year at about 130% sw at least one Category 5 hurricane make
the long-period average. landfall. -More at arrl.org News 05/14/2020
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President’s Corner, Dave Wood, W4EJ Next VE Session

flexible just like a real emergency would UNE SESSION_CANCELLED
likely unfold. Exams will be held on Tuesday,
As we get closer to in persd%ugust 18, 2020 at 2200 Charles Blvd,

meetings | would like to ask all members fCU_Greenville Center in Room 1200,
they know of any potential meeting locdl Greenville, NC. Exams will start
tions in case we cannot meet at ECU in tREPMPtly at 6:30 PM. For more info
near term. Drop me an email if you haygnail Gary,KK4GC, at ve @ w4amc.
any ideas on this. Thanks and see youC@n- (remove spaces) Study material at

the Zoom meeting. Pave, WAES V;Z}tkp_)i:r/]/g/v\)/vvg\lléirmrléorg/courses—tra|n|ng>.

1\ Login for BARC meeting on Zoom
Peter Van HoutehN4PVH, will Please bring the following required:
Dave Wood, WAEJ be running Zoom for the meeting. To joir,Photo ID (drivers license)

i o use his Zoom number, 699-723-8982. Th&riginal Amateur Radio License
_ | hope this communication ag password will be sent via email. If you Copy of Amateur Radio License
finds everyone doing well. Hopefully nc haye problems, call or email Peter or anOriginal CSCE's

that we are at Phase 2 maybe we will « Copy of CSCE
able to meet person to person soon. « Test fee is $15.00 .
Our next meeting will be on Ju VERY IMPORTANT CORONA 5 ¢ ot Tech Plus if before 3/21/87 and

oth at 7pm on Zoom. This wil _be 0 VIRUS INFOMRATION doing paper upgrade to General.
planning meeting for Field Day, which w « SS Number will be needed if you don't

have to be adjusted on account of Cc WEAR ANY MASK while out- have an FRN number. *

19. . . . .
The ARRL has adjusted the rt side in public AT ALL TIMES Go to <http://www.wdamc.com/

i ; barcinfo.html#VE> for more
to allow for home stations to talk to : (N95, surgical mask or bandanna.

. " . . information.
classes of stations. Additionally, our ho in that order of effectiveness) as

scores will be added together for one ct they all reduce the spread of the

posite score under the clubs call. So i '« The data shows that there In This Issue

will be an excellent chance for us to . . . . .
is a 98% reduction in transmis- |Above Average Hurricane Season 1

sion of the virus if you wash your

hands at | (4 q q Next Meetings 1
ands at least 4X a aay and wear .
Presidents Corner - W4EJ 2
HWPP)’ a mask. Lets ALL DO THIS for ! .
B P the sake of the country!!!" Next VE Session - August 18, 2020 2
Wﬂ‘d%/ Dr. Peter Van Houten, N4PVH Yakkey-Dee-Yak from Dave 3
Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club membera Titanic’s Marconi Wireless 3
birthdays inJune. We I I Wl S h eS Two FD Temporary Rule Waivers 4
06-11 WA4SLC Bill Dawson Thouahe and Pravers o Field Day Planning 5
06-12 no call Lindalee Hanrahan out togthe foIIowing' 3 Radio Amateurs in ISS 6
823(7) \lfvlié.l]\lil\g:R %?:%‘;Pgeé’;;pbe” Byron Highland, J Social-distancing for VE Exams 6
§4$MJ Cov. KAKBB New Version WSJT-X Available 7
. ohn McCoy, .
Please let me know of any additions or Doug Ferrisy KAROK New SSTV Software Available 8
corrections. If yours is missing, | don’t Pl inforrh Peter V/an y .
have it! Please, please emfaimchatter HoEuE tLEenE NAPVH. of arw changes. Islands On The Air & LoTW 9
(at) wdamc.com ' ' Y 9 BARC Calendar of Events 10
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Ham Chatter

Spam Emails

From time to time,
emails from club members or others the
know are in my email address list th
only have a URL link in the body with n:
description. The subject will not be d

| receiv

scriptive either.  Just something lik
‘Check this out’, ‘Funny’, etc. or blank
Since hackers will use someone's emrr
address like they do phone numbers
don't trust them because they are usuz
links that install viruses or malware ¢
your computer. | just delete them witho
clicking on the URL. | don't click on the
'tiny’ URLs or suspect URLs. Many
hackers use the tiny URL because y
have no idea where it's going.

If I get an email from anyor
that only has a non-descriptive title
nothing in the body but a URL, | will de
lete it without clicking on the URL. My
email server will mark them as 'Juni
most of the time. If it's one as describ:
above, | will mark it as "Junk’ and delet
it. In other words, don’t send me a lir
with no description! Not sure if a men
ber has or if has just been 'hackers’.

Ham Chatter
| had finished HC for this mon
with just the regular eight pages. But ¢
ter talking to PetefN4PVH, | added two
more pages because of extra Field C
info from the ARRL and other late new
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, | a
not able to get printed copies from tl
printers. | am printing out enough copi
to mail on lighter paper so | have to u
only one stamp for mailing. If you war
a hard copy, you can always print o
from the PDF file. So none will be avai
able for pickup at the library or at Batte
ies + Bulbs. I'm also required to stz
home for how long, who knows! Sul
would like to go shopping again. My ha
is getting very long and | need @
new computer!!t WAYDY

Yakkey-Dee-lak Federal Judge Okays Retrieval of Titanic Marconi Wi

A US federal judge in Virgini
has given permission to retrieve the i
fated RMS Titanic's Marconi wireles
gear, which transmitted distress ca
from the sinking ocean liner during it
maiden voyage. Judge Rebecca Be
Smith of the US District Court in Norfoll
ruled that the radio gear is historical
and culturally important and could soc
be lost within the rapidly decaying wrec
The Titanic sank after striking an icebe
some 370 miles off the coast of Ne\
foundland in 1912.

“The Marconi device has signi
cant historical, educational, scientifi
and cultural value as the device used
make distress calls while the Titanic w
sinking,” Judge Smith wrote in her rulin
She said the company would be permit
“minimally to cut into the wreck” to ac:
cess the radio room.

David Concannon, a lawyer f
R.M.S Titanic Inc., which the court he
recognized as the steward of the vess
artifacts, said the company would try
avoid cutting into the ship, noting that tt
radio room may be reachable via a sl
light that was already open. More leg
wrangling may lie ahead. The Nation
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administratic
(NOAA) contends that the retrieval exp
dition is still prohibited under US law an
under an international agreement betws

reless

argued against the salvage effort, saying
that any benefit to be realized from cut-
ting into the vessel to recover the Mar-
coni equipment would not be “worth the

cost to the resource and not in the public
interest.”

Room

A recreation of the Titanic radio

RMS Titanic sought permission
to carry out what it called a “surgical re-
moval and retrieval” of the arconi radio
equipment. As might be expected, the
deteriorating Marconi equipment is in
poor shape after more than a century un-
der water. The undersea retrieval would
mark the first time an artifact was col-
lected from within the Titanic, which
many believe should remain undisturbed
as the final resting place of some 1,500
victims of the maritime disaster. The
wreck sits on the ocean floor some 2 1/2
miles beneath the surface, and remained
undiscovered until 1985. R.M.S. Titanic
said it plans to use a manned submarine
to reach the wreck and then deploy a re-
motely controlled sub to retrieve the radio
equipment. - via arrl.org

the US and the UK.

R.M.S Titanic has said the raq
transmitter could unlock some of the
crets about a missed warning mess
and distress calls sent from the ship.

“It tells an important story
Concannon said. “It tells of the herois
of the operators that saved the lives
705 people. They worked until water w.
lapping at their feet.”

In an April court filing, NOAA

BARC Member, Dan Wallace,
K4HMW, daughter passed

. ¥ Betsy Wallace Beat
= mon, age 56, of Wasl
' ington, NC, passe
away on Wednesday,
i May 27, 2020. Privat
graveside services wefe
held on Sunday, Ma
31st. Condolences from BARC.

More at www.paulfuneralhome.com.

=

172
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Temporary Rule Waivers Announced for 2020 ARRL Fiel d Day Hurricane Exercise Carried
Out in Southeastern US

With one month to go beforeadio clubs organize their participation A pre-hurricane season exercise
2020 ARRL Field Day, June 27 — 28, tipaiblic places such as parks and schools g5 carried out on May 16 for radio ama-
ARRL Programs and Services Committee Due to the COVID-19 panderr teyrs and the National Weather Service
(PSC) has adopted two temporary ruteany radio clubs have made decision: (N\\wS) in the southeastern US. The sce-
waivers for the event: cancel their group participation in ARF nario was a Category 3 — 4 storm making
Field Day this year due to public hea landfall at
1) For Field Day 2020 only, Class 2commendations and/or requirements - & e € Panama City

stations may work all other Field Day st& significantly modify their participatio
tions, including other Class D stations, ffar safe social distancing practices. 1 §
points. temporary rule waivers allow greater fle

Field Day rule 4.6 defines Classhility in recognizing the value of individui

on Florida’s
& panhandle,

§ and moving
& through Ala-

stations as “Home stations,” including stand club participation regardless of er s “ A e bama and

tions operating from permanent or licenseldss. — T Georgia. The
station locations using commercial pow Tallahassee NWS Office asked amateur
Class D stations ordinarily may only cot radio operators for weather and storm dam-
contacts made with Class A, B, C, E, an age reports. Exercise nets opened on HF

Field Day stations, but the temporary r
waiver for 2020 allows Class D stations
count contacts with other Class D stati
for QSO credit.

and on a VHF repeater (HF turned out to
be a disappointment), with stations using
Winlink for reporting. Stations’ weather

observations were submitted to the NWS
via the nets using the NWSChat utility. —

2)  In addition, for 2020 only, an agg Thanks to The ARRL ARES E-Letter -

gate club score will be published, whi 05/27/2020

will be the sum of all individual entrie

indicating a specific club (similar to the Coronavirus Creating Short-
aggregate score totals used in ARRL affili- ARRL is contacting logging pr Term Delivery Delays from ARRL
ated club competitions). gram developers about the temporary | Headquarters

Ordinarily, club names are onhgivers so developers can release upd
published in the results for Class A awmdrsions of their software prior to Fie
Class F entries, but the temporary ribay weekend. Participants are remin
waiver for 2020 allows participants froithat the preferred method of submitti
any Class to optionally include a singémtries after Field Day is via the web a
club name with their submitted results fdet. The ARRL Field Day rules include i
lowing Field Day. structions for submitting entries after t shipping carriers, our members

For example, if Podunk Holloevent. Entries must be submitted or p and customers should expect a
Radio Club members Becky, W1BXY, andarked by Tuesday, July 28, 2020. 1 — 3 week delay in the delivery of their
Hiram, W1AW, both participate in 2020 The ARRL Field Day web pa orders over the next few weeks.

Field Day — Hiram from his Class [ncludes a series of articles with ideas ! State of Connecticut safety re-
home station, and Becky from her Classa@vice for adapting participation tF quirements limit the number of employees
mobile station — both can include the rgear.- via arrl.org 05/28/2020 allowed within the warehouse at one time
dio club’s name when reporting their indBrightleaf Amateur Radio Club to ensure their health and safety, further
vidual results. The published results listifgy score submissions to ARRL  contributing to the fulfilment slowdown.
will include individual scores for Hiram Al club members that work a Warehouse personnel are utilizing all
and Becky, plus a combined score for gl for the Field Day Contest on Ji available resources to get customers their
entries identified as Podunk Hollow Rad?]/zg, please indicate that the results products as quickly as possible and antici-
Club. _ for the Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club. ,Pate that the standard 3 — 7 day US deliv-

The temporary rule waivers Welg .~ in the article above they will €Ty time will be restored sometime in June,
adopted by the PSC on May 27, 2020. . mhined for the club totals since me ONce the state mandate has relaxed.

ARRL Field Day is one of thg g will not be in the field as usual t ARRL  remains committed to
biggest events on the amateur radio calgl-<e of the COVID-19 pandemic. Eve making sure that all customers get their
dar, with over 36,000 participants in 2019, should try to make a few contacts e orders as quickly as possible. We greatly
including entries from 3,113 radio Clubs, ;46 not normally a contester. Entr @PPreciate everyone’s patience and under-
and emergency operations centers. In ﬁrst be submitted by July 28, 2020. standing during this time and thank you for
years, Field Day is also the largest annua Complete rules and ’informatioryour continued support of amateur radio
demonstration of ham radio, because mEI‘ﬁ%://www.arrl.org/field-day and ARRL.- via arrl.org 05/08/2020
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ARRL is currently ex-
periencing delays in the fulfill-
ment of orders due to a record
number of orders received in
the past weeks. Combined with
excessive demands on many
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Planning Your ARRL Field Day 2020 Operation

For most of us, ARRL Field Dayclass licensees have CW privileges on  the digital modes.
2020 is going to look quite different thamd0, and 15 meters, as well as RTTY/di The Excitement of Ham Satellites
it did in past years. Considering the imand SSB phone privileges on 10 mete Another area you might wish to
pact of social distancing due to the panf you aren't a CW operator, try callini explore is operating via one of the amateur
demic, many radio clubs and large group8Q on 10-meter SSB in the late afterno radio satellites, or “birds,” as they're often
will not gather in their usual Field Dayand early evening on Saturday and se called. Many hams have had success mak-
locations this year. Whether you are aonditions are favorable for long-distan ing contacts via the FM satellites by using

seasoned veteran or a Field Day first- a VHF/UHF handheld radio and a small
timer, there are many questions ab handheld directional antenna, or a multi-
how to participate in amateur radio mode VHF/UHF transceiver for the linear
largest annual on-air event under the (SSB and CW) satellites. You'll only be

unusual circumstances. Here are so
tips and suggestions to help you plan t
year’s operation.
Don’t Forget 6 Meters

Remember, Field Day is a nc
adjudicated operating event and not
“full speed ahead” contest. It is also n
an HF-only event. All amateur radi

ARRL able to work the satellites when they are
] overhead, so you'll need to know when
'l e L they will be visible at your operating loca-
- tion. Visit AMSAT’s Online Satellite Pass
Prediction page to see which ones will be
orbiting overhead, and at what times
they’ll be visible. You can find many satel-
lite operating tips and resources on the

bands above 50 MHz may be used during AMSAT website too.
the event too. communications. Try experimenting wit An Opportunity for Learning

This includes 6 meters, whicka simple wire antenna for 10 meters. Y ARRL Field Day 2020 may be the
often offers significant propagation enmight discover that the band can off year you decide to participate solo, or with
hancements in the summer monthglenty of unexpected propagation. other members of your household. You
around Field Day weekend, to help youwet Set Up for Digital Modes may want to focus on expanding your
make contacts. The band is available to You might want to explore or knowledge base and experiment with new

amateurs holding a Technician-class lief the newer FT4/FT8 digital modes ¢ modes or bands that you never thought of
cense or higher. If you have an HF/VHFA0 meters, 6 meters, or even the VI using before. If you're a mentor to a newer
UHF multi-mode transceiver, try makingUHF bands. These modes offer an opp ham, Field Day can be an opportunity to
SSB, CW, or digital contacts on 6 meterdunity to make weak-signal contacts wh share some of your knowledge, and for you
You don't need fancy beams or large arband conditions often do not suppcto expand your own operating horizons.
tenna arrays. A simple vertical or dipoleszoice communication. There have be This might be the year to leave your Field
will allow you to experience operating onreports of some great 6-meter openings Day comfort zone and try something
the “Magic Band.” recent weeks, and these are likely to (new! -via arrl.org 05/14/2020
Activities for Techs cur more frequently as the summ
One suggestion for clubs to cormonths approach. If you've never expe Coronavirus Creating Short-
sider in order to increase participatiormented with digital modes, perhaps tt Term Delivery Delays from ARRL
among their Technician-class members igear is an opportunity to give them a try Headquarters
to schedule specific times where these Setup is relatively straightfo ARRL is currently experiencing
club members will monitor designatedvard. You'll need a computer and a dic delays in the fulfillment of orders due to a
VHF and UHF simplex frequencies fortal interface to connect the radio to tl \acord number of orders received in the
Field Day activity. Keep in mind that thecomputer, and you'll need to downloe past weeks. Combined with excessive de-
published national FM simplex callingone of the digital mode software pac mands on many shipping carriers, our
frequencies should be avoided, and theges such as the free WSJT-X suimembers and customers should expect a
use of repeaters is prohibited for Fieldvhich incorporates FT8 and FT4. Mar 1 _ 3 week delay in the delivery of their
Day contacts. This way, members whanodern transceivers have built-in SUpp orders over the next few weeksdore at
have equipment capable of VHF/UHF{or digital modes, so in those cases, arrl.org/news/ dated 05/08/2020
only operation may be able to participatgou’ll need is the proper cable to conne
from their homes or vehicles. Your clutthe radio to the computer's USB po
can choose a list of frequencies an¥ou’'ll need software that supports t it you are not receivitam Chatter
scheduled times in advance, and publishRRL Field Day exchange (WSJT-R i notices from me, please send an email to
them in the club newsletter, or via emaiversion 2.0 or later, for examplefHamchatter @w4amc.comso | can get your email
or other electronic means before the staMRRL’s book Get on the Air with HH hddreES- tlknovy some havs S_aiddtdhey d0$0t recgve
of the event. ~ Digital (2nd Edition) is also a gre iE;”S"S;;e"’}‘rf;otr;i’:tBr;'&tcer:gg‘cegzi%\(ou ma
On the HF bands, Technicianprimer for anyone beginning to explo
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Radio Amateur, Fellow Astronaut Headed to Space Sta

A radio amateur is one of tKennedy also marked the first time

NASA astronauts headed to the Inter mans traveled aloft via a commerc
tional Space Station (ISS) following a M spacecraft.
30 launch of ¢ Astronauts Bob Behnke
SpaceX rocke KESGGX, and Doug Hurley had been
that marked th(to go into space on May 27 before unfav
return of humar able weather scrubbed the flight.
spaceflight tc “Crew Dragon has separated fi
US soil for the Falcon 9’s second stage and is on its
first time into the International Space Station,”

e Xl almost a dec SpaceX tweet said. “Autonomous docki
(L-R) Astronauts Bob|ade. The Satui at the [ISS] will occur at ~10:30 AM ED
Behnken, KESGGX, andfday  launct tomorrow, May 31.”
Doug Hurley from Cape The so-called “Demo-2 is the

«for

tion after Historic Launch

nal major test fo
SpaceX’'s huma
spaceflight system t
be certified by NASA
operational crev
missions to and fror
the ISS Additiona
background and launcjeee
video from the Ken}
nedy Space Center IS
available. via arrl.org 05/30/2020

Note: On May 31, they joined Astronaut
Chris CassidyKF5KDR, and two Russian
cosmonauts who arrived on April 9.

Social Distancing Exam Sessions Demonstrate Pent-Up

A recent in-person “social-duct the trial run.
distancing” amateur radio exam session VEs and examinees alike wtc
in Indiana and a “drive-in” session inface masks, and the test room was con
California are representative of those thatred to accommodate the necessary sj
are relieving some of the pent-up demanidg between individuals. “We questione
for testing. As the COVID-19 pandemiceveryone entering with the usual hea
lumbers on, in-person exam sessions hageestions,” he added.
begun to resume across the US and else- “Our VE paperwork became
where in the world. serial flow for grading instead of ot
“With in-person sessions startingrior ‘huddle’ of the three VEs over th
up again around the country, we are heaanswer sheet,” Riley recounted. “As
ing the same story from volunteer examresult, things were a bit slower than in t
iner (VE) teams everywhere,” said ARRLpast. The tables, pencils, and pens w
Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC)disinfected.”
Maria Somma, AB1FM. “Large numbers
of candidates who have been waiting t
test are contacting teams and are thankf §
for the opportunity to sit for an exam. Sa
far, we've heard mostly positive results;
candidates are very prepared as they'v
had extra time to study. VE teams an(==s==iy
candidates are following CDC and state¢ija#
guidelines for social distancing.”
Anderson (IN) Repeater Cluk
VE Team Liaison Steve Riley,
WA9CWE, told ARRL earlier this month The result for the session was
that his club has been conducting test sesew radio amateurs and three upgrac
sions every month since 2011, typicallyAll went well, although we identified &
serving four or five candidates each sesouple improvements in paperwork flo
sion, but the May 19 session attracted Ifér next month’s test,” Riley added.
individuals. “There is quite a pent-up d
“We were unable to test in Aprilmand for new amateur licenses and 1
but were able to get back in for the Magrades as a result of the number of t
session,” Riley said. “Several candidatesessions that have been canceled,”
were from Central Indiana, and we had eontinued. “I hope that as sessions
fellow drive down from Chicago, a cou-sume, they have the success that we hi
ple from the Dayton, Ohio, area, and alsRiley said he’s already been contacted
from Fort Wayne, Indiana.” The teamsix people who plan to sit for the exam
limited participation until it could con- June.

Demand for Testing

In California, VE Larry Loomer,
KI6GLNB, told ARRL VEC that his team
conducted a successful drive-in license
testing session on May 16 the Concord
Bay Area Rapid Transit station, “and we
are encouraged to try it again, especially
since we have 17 candidates to test on
June 6,” he said.

Loomer explains that candidates
fill out their paperwork in their cars. “I
have circled in pencil all of the boxes on
[Form] 605, the answer sheet and the
CSCE (Certificate of Successful Comple-
tion of Exam) that the candidates need to
fill in, to minimize the face-to-face time.”
Once paperwork is completed, candidates
take a test booklet and answer sheet on a
clipboard and sit in a chair in front of
their cars, taking the test in front of the
VEs.

Completed tests go into a box on
the VE table, and candidates back their
cars into a holding area, to let other cars
park by the testing chairs. Once a test is
scored and signed, the CSCE goes to the
waiting candidate, who then may drive
away.

“I'm seeing videos of remote
test taking sessions, and they still look
labor intensive to me,” Loomer said. “We
are sticking with the drive-in format for
the present time.”

ARRL VEC Manager Maria
Somma, AB1FM, said, “Our VE teams
are doing a great job! I'm impressed with
their attention to safety, their profession-
alism, and their innovative tactics:"via
arrl.org 05/29/2020

PAGE 6

June 2020



BARC on the Web: http://www.w4amc.com

Ham Chatter

Another New Beta Version of WSJT-X is Available

A new bet
(“release candidate”), WSJ
X version 2.2.0-rc2, is no
available for downloadin
from the WSJT-X website
along wAnother New Bet
Version of WSJT-X is Avail-
ableith a list of new feature

crowding encourages sor

subbands are often wall-t go to the ‘Settings | Frequencies’ tab, right-
wall with signals. Over click on the frequency table, and select
‘Reset.’ Alternatively, you can add the new
to turn on their amplifiers FT8 frequencies manually. When the con-
which only makes thing ventional FT8 subband on 6, 20, 30, or 40
worse. On a trial basis, ai meters seems too full, please try moving
in response to numerous st your dial frequency down 3 kHz! [A]s cur-

gestions from around ttrently implemented, WSJT-X will set your

The WSJT-X development team has cworld we have added a second set of :dial to the lowest frequency for the se-
published additional FT8 “overflow” fre gested dial frequencies for FT8 on th lected mode and band, when you switch
guencies. The WSJT-X 2.2.0-rc2 Rele HF bands and also on 6 meters...7.C bands.”

Notes explain: 10.133, 14.071, and 50.310 MHz.

“Increasing FT8 usage on 40,

The latest “general availabil-

"These frequencies will appeality” (GA) release is WSJT-X 2.1.2. via

and 20 meters means that the default 3 your drop-down band-selector list after y arrl.org 05/27/2020

ARRL Announces New Life 70+ Membership

The ARRL Board of Directorswindow decal and may purchase an ¢
recently voted to create a special Lifelusive Life Member plaque.
Membership opportunity for individuals Qualifying members selectit
who are at least 70 years old. Starting athis level of membership will enjoy th

June 1, the Life 70+
Membership  will be
available to individuals
who have turned 70 an
have a combined 2!
years of paid annua
ARRL membership.
Life 70+ Mem-
bers receive all benefit
of an annual member
ship, including their
choice of print maga-
zine delivery (QST or

convenience of having
to make a single pay
ment for their entire ten:
ure as an ARRL Mem:
ber and not be subject t
any future ARRL dues
increase.

To apply for
Life 70+ membership,
individuals must com-
plete the special Life
70+ Member applica-
tion — available on Junt

On the Air), and digital access to thes& — and submit proof of date of birth,
publications, plus the digital versions othis information is not already on fil
QEX and National Contest Journalvith ARRL. The Life 70+ membershij
(NCJ). In addition, each Life 70+ Mem-fee must be made in a single payme
ber will receive a Life Member pin and aPast membership dues payments will |

apply toward Life 70+ Membership, but a
credit will be applied for applicants who
paid their dues in full between April 1
and May 31, 2020.
Life 70+ Membership Dues
Rates
$750 US Life 70+ Membership
$750 International Digital Life 70+
Membership
$1,515 International Life 70+ Member-
ship with a Print Subscription
$250 Family Life 70+ Membership as
an add-on to a paid Life 70+ membership
ARRL reserves the right to
change or substitute the benefits, prod-
ucts, or services associated with a mem-
ber's original Life 70+ Member package
at any time during the membership. Dues
are non-refundable.
Life 70+ membership applica-
tions will be available for download be-
ginning on June L.via arrl.org 05/14/2020

HuskySat-1 (HO-107) Transponder is Open

The transponder on HuskySat
now designated as HuskySat-OSC/
107 (HO-107), has been activated anc
open for use and testing, AMSAT Vic
President — Operations Drew Glasbre
ner, KO4MA, reports.

“It's fairly sensitive, and 5 — 1
W is plenty most of the time. There a
some fades due to satellite orientatic
and some passes are definitely better tl
others. Strong signals may impact t
beacon strength.”

HuskySat-1 is the first Cubes

integrated telemetry beacon and com-
mand receiver. University researchers
recently completed their Part 5
(Experimental) operations and have
opened up the amateur radio transponder,
which is available for use in educational
CubeSat missions that are willing to en-
able the transponder for worldwide use.
The HuskySat-1 V/u transponder
is inverting, with an uplink passband of
145.910 — 145.940 MHz, and a downlink
passband of 435.810 — 435.840 MHz.
The 1200-baud BPSK telemetry beacon

from the Husky Satellite Lab at the Un sion with AMSAT's linear transponde is at 435.800 MHz. - via arrl.org
versity of Washington and the first mit module (LTM-1), a V/u transponder ar 05/14/2020
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H a m A d s Commercial Ad Rates

1/8 page, Business Card Size
Ham Adswill be run, free of charge in Ham Chatter $10 per Month - $100 per Year
for three months for each renewal. Ads must beivedeby  Send ads to: Ham Chatter,

the last week of the month to be included in thio¥ang ;
issue. Send ads tetam Chatter, PO Box 8387, Greenville, PO Box 8387, Greenville, NC 27835 .
NC 27835, Help supportHam Chatter and the club. Donations

accepted!

FOR SALE: Yaesu Vx5. $75. Richard Campbell
W4JINC (252) 758-1244 or richardecu@gmail.com|.

WMonday & Monday, CPA's. PA

Catified Public Acoountants

New SSTV Software Now Available
An update of the popular MMSSTYV slegan televi- TERRY A, MONDAY, CPA OVA. EA

sion (SSTV) software is now available. Eugenio Bedez, K4ZYD

EA1ADA,

has intro-

duced 105-0 East Victonia Ct. Fhona (252) 321-8007

YONIQ, Greenville, NG 27858 Fax (252) 321-2991
which  he

calls a

modern
coens | yARRK'S MARINE, 4,

“We  are S —T ”
excited to
finally be
able to of-
fer the en-
tire radio community the revamped MMSSTV with theka o o = 4 "
name YONIQ also in English,” he said. YONIQ is aahie in Mk Eaale | : g (,’Tfm’r'”e*_N(-
English and Spanish. The software offers severgréme- Mike L g[ y‘*’\ N — = Z:“ 738"3;309
ments, including an indication of the percentagarafge sent angrey T Fax 252 758-1396
and received, improved image reception settingd,aamore- KDAMTT

modern interface, among other things. Download YQNly

clicking on the § % P | '
link “Descarga d¢ BARC MEMBERS || e '’

MMSSTV  1.13 If you are not receivittam Chatter . - s y
YONIQ” on thefjemail notices from me, please send an emdikto-

Grupo Radio Galjchatter@w4amc.comso | can get your email ad- All batteries & light bulbs for home & business
dress. | know some have said they do not receie

Hwy. 33 East

lena website. - them but haven't sent me their address. You m4 ) :u»?: TLE:B?UL:'I;' gy - . :“:E Da: Jm::: |:, W“E:T:thﬂk
- . attenes I = Batte i ulb r i

via arrl.org miss some important BARC noticesV4YDY « FREE & quick installs on carftruck battenes® o pReg :Dm:bmm ‘::T,ng ’
Smartphone, tablet, & iPod® repairs » Business accounts welcome
* weeth poechiane of carfght truck Batteey on most vehicles at panionateg location

BARC on FACEBOOK i e L=
https://www.facebook.com/w4amc/ BatterleS'l BUle
Facebook and Group details 740 Greenville Bivd. SE, Suite 500-A
http://www.w4amc.com/barcnews.htmi#BARC Greenville, NC

252.353.8143

wrm Mos-Fr 5.8 Sat 87, Sen 116 b 1T et ek Tl

Pitt County Repeater Association . -~
www.batteriesplus.com
http://www.pcra.us/ .
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The Experts on Contest University 2020 - A 10 Hour  video NETS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fEEUpsWUtAA VHFE/UHE

The 2020 Contest UniversityNN1C 4BARC Net, Mondays, 2000 on 147.09 MHz,
had over THREE THOUSAND attendees}:13:55Digital contesting Hints & WA4GDF Repeater.
at various parts of the day on May 14. Ikinks - Ed Muns~VOYK +Down East Hospital Net 2nd Tuesday
you missed any of it, you can watch th&:18:250ptimizing your station for con- ©f €ach month at noon
10-hour event on YouTube. Don't forgetest operationsK1DG Greenville 444.725 MHz, 91.5 tometHAJ

that YouTube's lets you stream at up t6:16:10Grounding and bonding for con- Fountain 444.425 MHZ, 88.5 Tom&tHAJ

.- : : +Newport SkyWarn Tues. nights 2100E
2x the original speed via the playbackest stations NOAX Grifton-146.635-88.5 tone

options menu. _ _ 7:17:57Contest and DX performance :a +Newport-145.450..... IRLP 8561 links to
Following is the video startcomplex subjecttodayNCOB Columbia

times for the various sessions. 8:12:2760 years of competitive contest- 4 jacksonville-147.000- 88.5 tone

11:40Easy to build low band receiving ing and continuous improvement - the  #Oriental-147.210-151.4 tone

antennas for small and large lots - W3LPL story 4444 Newport-444.825- 88.5 tone

W3LPL The session was held on Zoom¢Swansboro-146.760- 88.5 tone

1:15:402020 solar cycle update and the There is a lot of very good technical on ¢Grantsboro-145 230 - 85.4 tone.
HF response to ionospheric storms and the Contest University site even if you *#Kinston Amateur Radio Society Net, 13,4

traveling ionospheric disturbances - are not a contester. Tuesdays, 2000 hrs. on 145.47 MHz., W4OIX
repeater in Kinston.

W2NAF _ https://www.contestuniversity.com/ #Eastern North Carolina Traffic Net, Every
2:15:28Everything you need do know night, 2030 on 146.685 MHz.

about usb and serial interfaceN6TV Excerpts fromthe ARRL Contest Update  sWwilson Amateur Radio Club Net, Thursdays
3:45:01Youth in contesting update! - Newsletter 5/27/20 @ 2000 on 146.76 MHz.

. _ ; ) + Piedmont Coastal Traffic Net, Nightly 2030
Islands On The Air Users May Obtain Award Credits v ia  on 146.88 MHz.

+Carteret County ARS (CCARS) Emergency
LOQbOOk of The World Net, Tuesdays, 1930 on the Newport 145.45 (-)

Islands On The Air (IOTA) us-still check the QSOs against knowNHz. o
ers may now obtain contact credits vidOTA operations,” he explained, notingCoastal Emergency Linking Net, Wednesday,
ARRL'’s Logbook of The World (LoTW). that applicants cannot apply for 10T thl)SmE; 0{‘4?22;"'2 ﬂ%% ?Etljiéfgetlhdf%iltil
A.S|m|Iar arrangement is already in placawards through _LoTW. _ 146,655, Greenville, 145,35, ‘Hertford 14733,
with Club Log. To claim a new island grougii

“ . iliamston 145.41 & 444.25

Islands On The Air (IOTA) from matched LoTW contacts, user"g”:
Ltd. is delighted to announce the implewould click on “Retrieve QSOs fromr o

. N . ar Heel Emergency Communications Net on

mentation of the ARRL LoTW?” to retrieve match- 3955 1, Nightly 1930.
application which allows ing records. Within 30 NTs cw Nets
the use of QSO-matchin minutes, IOTA users will 43,571 2000 hours, slow speed (5-8 wpm)
via LoTW,” IOTA’s Roger receive an email listingCarolinas Slow Net
Balister, G3KMA, said. the matches added to a li3.573 1900 hours, high speed (20wpm)
“We wish to thank ARRL of pending contacts. #3.573 2200 hours, slow speed (12-14 wpm),
for having made their ap Use the “SubmitSouth Carolina/North Carolina

plication available.” HF application” or National Traffic System
Balister said a “Submit VHF applica- Eastern North Carolina Traffic Net (ENCTN)

initial list of operations tion” utilities to go 146.685 (146.085 in) Mhz (PL 88.5) 2030E

extending from the ar through the steps neces
rangement with LoTW has sary to ensure that your BARC Email Addresses
been added to the IOTA database, arapplication is complete before submitting «pasident @ waamc.com
these will become available for contactit. Once IOTA has accepted the LOTW- 4 pave WOoOodWA4EJ
matching starting on May 21. “We arematched contacts and any others in aRTreasurer @ w4amc.com
sure that the IOTA community will wel- application supported by QSL cards,to Jim Lowe AC4JL
come this development for which theOTA will credit the contacts to your *vE @ w4amc.com
have long been pressing,” Balister addedOTA Award account and issue any ap-to Gary Coriell KK4GC
ARRL Director of Operationspropriate awards or certificates. *Hamchatter @ w4amc.com
Norm Fusaro, W3IZ, points out that See Instructions for LoTW QSOto Dave Langleyw4YDY
LoTW has, for years, allowed awardVatching for details. Direct correspon- *QSL @ w4amc.com
sponsors access to a utility that lets thedence to the IOTA Support Desk. <info- to Richard CampbellWW4IJNC
verify contacts in LoTW. “The IOTA @-iota-world.org> - via arrl.org *BARC @ w4amc.com
folks have begun using this utility, but05/20/2020 to Mike Monteith,KM4OLT
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CALENDAR

Jun9............. L. Regular Meeting - 7PM
Junl6.............. BARC VE Session - 6:30 PM
Jun27/28........... ARRL Field Day
Jun30.............. Board Meeting - 7PM

Juld . ... Ham Chatter Deadline
Jul11/12........... IARU HF World Championship
Jul14. ... ... Regular Meeting - 7PM
Jul28.............. Board Meeting - 7PM
Augl.............. Ham Chatter Deadline
Aug11............. Regular Meeting - 7PM
Aug18............. BARC VE Session - 6:30 PM
Aug25............. Board Meeting - 7PM
Aug?29............. Ham Chatter Deadline
Sep8.............. Regular Meeting - 7PM
Sep26/27.......... CQ WW RTTY DX Contest
Sep29............. Board Meeting - 7PM

OF EVENTS

Oct3.............. Ham Chatter Deadline
Octl13............. Regular Meeting - 7PM
Oct20............. BARC VE Session - 6:30 PM
Oct24/25........... CQ WW SSB DX Contest
Oct27.............. Board Meeting - 7PM
Oct31.............. Ham Chatter Deadline
Nov7/8 ............ ARRL CW Sweepstakes
Nov10............. Regular Meeting - 7PM
Nov 21/22........... ARRL SSB Sweepstakes
Nov24............. Board Meeting - 7PM
Nov 28/29........... CQ WW CW DX Contest
Dec5/6............. ARRL 160 Meter Contest

Regular Meeting - 2nd Tuesday @ 7:00 PM
Board Meeting - Last Tuesday @ 7:00 PM
Contest Calendar: All the rules.

https://www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php

BARC 2 METER NET - MONDAY NIGHTS AT 8:0

0 PM - 147.09 WAGDF REPEATER - 131.8 Tone

Down East Hospital Net - 2nd Tuesday at noon - Greenville 444.725 MHz, 91.5 tone N4HAJ
BRIGHTLEAF AMATEUR RADIO CLUB STATIONS
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