ECHO Society — March/April Newsletter

“Lots of plans in the works for club”

Web site: https://www.gsl.net/w5eco/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/W5ECO

From the Club President, de AG5T

First off let me say | will be staying on as your club
president. Nobody volunteered to run in the election. This
will be my 25th year in that capacity with the Houston
ECHO Society. | have worked out some things with my
personal schedule. | only ask that | need your help and
input to keep things going. We work as a team.

We all need to say thank you to Lee Gaspard, WA5QXE,
for coordinating all the ham radio operators who
volunteered to help at the January Houston Marathon. He
puts in a tremendous amount of hours and works with
many people to make all that happen. And on top of that,
he also coordinates the ham ops for the Tour du Rouge
bike ride in May. Two jobs well done.

We have some upcoming presentations for our club

meetings in April, May and June. They are:

« April = K§JPP, J.P. Pritchard, former broadcast anchor
at several radio stations, will do a zoom presentation on
how radio stations handled emergencies such as the
hurricanes that hit the Houston and surrounding areas.

« May - NDOC, Randy Shirbroun, will do a zoom
presentation on the many aspects in QRP operations.

« June — NSAMS, Aaron Siller, will be at the ECHO
meeting (and on zoom) with a presentation about
scanner radios and focus on the P25 technology that
changed two-way radio for government and
businesses. Meeting will also discuss Field Day plans.

Elections were held at the March ECHO meeting and the
officers are listed in the box on the right of this page.

ECHO has plans to reactive its Tuesday night nets. We
hope that would be one way to publicize ECHO and recruit
potential new members. Still working out the details on
that, but will be discussing progress at meetings. If you
have any suggestions or input on the net, let us know.

1974

ECHO Officers

President
Marty Blaise, AG5T

Vice President
Mark Collins KT1KKA

Recording Secretary
Correspond Secretary
Lee Gaspard WA5QXE

Treasurer
Mike Nault W50FT

Parliamentarian open

ECHO's Repeaters

147.08 tone 103.5
147.32 tone 100.0
224.26 no tone

444 40 tone 103.5

If you have trouble hitting the
repeater with your HT, here is
a suggestion. Get a mag
mount antenna for your car
(or use something magnetic
around the house like the top
of a file cabinet) and connect
your HT to the magnet mount
antenna. You might need a
special connector between
the PL259 and whatever the
HT uses for its antenna
connection. Try this and see if
it gets you into the repeaters.



ECHO's activities

Our club operates a website and a Facebook page. We
also maintain a roster and email list for sending out
reminders prior to each meeting. Those emails also
contain the meeting minutes and a summary of the main
presentation at the last meeting as well as the Zoom link.

Past presentations

ECHO has had a variety of presentations at club meetings
and also participates in public service events, holds
special dinners, works Field Day and much more. Here is a
list of some of our past presentations.

* Honduras DXpedition by WB5JHV and WASLEE

« Antenna and Operating Work 3YJK DXpedition to
Bouvet Island, Feb 2026 from Houston by Dr. Peyton
Barnes, kD5ZDZ and Bill Hardy, KESHHH

« Houston Traffic Net and Ham Message Handling, by Bill
Novak, KA9IKK

« Raspberry Pl and Digital Applications for Ham Radio,
Zoom presentation by Craig Lamparter KM6LYW

« Dual Band Antenna" by Ed Fong, WB6IQN (and a
discount on antennas!)

« Harris County Hospital Net — Gail Close, KSGAC

« Amateur Radio Propagation - Carl Luetzelschwab K9LA

« Sean Linkenheimer, NSLNK, gave an insightful
presentation about Parks on the Air

« WX2R, Edward J Efchak, who spoke on the topic of
eclipses and space weather as related to ham radio.

 Bluetti Battery Demonstration by Brian Shircliffe,
AD50S

« Anthony Hollister KESGIP on power systems

« John Portune, W6GNBC, joined us via Zoom to discuss
his ongoing “In Search of the ‘Optimized’Magnetic Loop’

Promoting the Houston ECHO Society

Some of the possible ways to invite new hams and
potential amateur radio operators to ECHO include
YouTube videos, community/neighborhood newspapers,
social media, public demonstrations, Technician classes
and partnering with youth groups such as Boy Scouts.
Your ideas and suggestions are also welcome.




Benefits of running a weekly local two meter net

A ham radio club needs a local two meter net for several reasons:

« Communication: It provides a reliable communication channel for club members to
stay connected and share information.

« Emergency Preparedness: It serves as a backup communication system during
emergencies, ensuring that club members can communicate effectively.

« Community Engagement: It fosters community engagement and collaboration
among club members.

« Skill Development: It offers opportunities for members to practice and improve their
radio operating sKills.

« Networking: It helps club members network with other amateur radio operators and

share experiences. .
P ECHO pix

How to keep club members interested

Amateur radio clubs are great for amateur radio operators
to come together and share their interests and knowledge.
However, running a successful club requires more than
just gathering a group of people together. To keep
members interested and engaged, a club must have a
clear mission and goals, provide opportunities for learning
and growth, and foster a sense of community.

Having a clear mission and goals is key to keeping
members engaged. The mission should be something that
all members can get behind, such as promoting the hobby
of amateur radio, supporting emergency communications,
or educating the public about the capabilities of amateur
radio. Once the mission is established, the club should set
specific, measurable goals that align with the mission. This
will help to focus the club’s activities and give members a
sense of purpose and direction.

Providing opportunities for learning and growth is also
important for keeping members engaged. One way to do
this is by offering training sessions and workshops on
various aspects of amateur radio, such as operating
procedures, antenna design, and digital modes. These
sessions not only provide valuable information, but also
allow members to meet other amateur radio operators and
make new friends. Additionally, by offering regular
meetings and events, the club can allow members to
network and share ideas with one another.

Source: The Last wire Podcast
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Morne ECHO Society photos and memonies

Amateur radio is indeed a hobby for everyone, offering a
diverse range of activities and connections.
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Houston ECHO Society

Membership Application

Houston ECHO Society
Attn: Mike Nault

2016 Peppermill Rd

Houston TX 77080-5541

The Houston ECHO Society is a general purpose, amateur radio club serving the central Houston TX amateur
radio community. ECHO supports the Five Pillars <Public Service / Advocacy / Education / Technology /
Membership= of the American Radio Relay League <ARRL> with a monthly meeting that includes a presentation
that covers these goals.

You need not be a licensed amateur radio operator to be a member. Membership is valid for 12 months from
the time dues are received.

Date:

Name:

Address

City: St: Zip:

Phone

Email
FCC Call Sign Class
ARRL Member Yes No |

Dues: $20 / yr Life Membership $200 (over 65 $100)

Additional comments & information:

Club use only: Date dues received Period covered to




