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SEPTEMBER  MEETING 
  

The Beaumont Amateur 
Radio Club will hold this 

month’s meeting, at 7:30 PM 
Monday, September 24, 2012 
at North End Baptist Church, 

5115 Eastex Freeway  
in Beaumont. This month’s 

meeting’s program will open 
forum. 
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The BARN is a copyrighted 
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of the Golden Triangle Area 

NNeeww  MMeeeettiinngg  PPllaaccee  
NNOORRTTHH  EENNDD  BBAAPPTTIISSTT  CCHHUURRCCHH  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
  

HURRICANE SEASON: BE PREPARED!!! 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

"HAM HAPPENINGS"  

       Richard ..... KA5IQX               

 
Over the years I have received many requests for technical assistance with 
respect to antenna construction and design. Considering the fact that I am the 
inventor of the incredible, world-recognized "Cat Whisker" antenna... it's easy 
to understand why. The photo of me holding my invention shortly after it's first 
successful field test, represents an iconic moment of historical significance in 
the radio world. Our testing proved that the "Cat Whisker" antenna had 
considerable gain over the comparison antenna ... which was a simple dipole 
constructed of plastic clothes line, and stretched between two walls inside a 
small metal storage shed at a height of 7 feet. It was hung in a sort of inverted 
V, upside down L, inside out M. This is what we antenna experts call a 
"Squiggly Configuration" ( Also known as a Spaghetti Bowl dipole ) Anyway, 
the comparison antenna wasn't even close to matching the performance of the 
"Cat Whisker". ( Which was mounted in an open field at the top of an 80 foot 
tower, with 28 radials, using a 600 watt amp.)  
This highly scientific, unbiased testing procedure, made it clear that the "Cat 
Whisker" antenna was a ground-breaking advancement in the world of 
antenna design, and it has opened the door to other discoveries.... such as the 
160 meter, inflatable swimming pool antenna, which Rich ( N5ALE ) is 
currently doing research on.  Rich is one of our top engineers here at "Cat 
Whisker International", and we expect great things from him. (Although we 
haven't seen anything yet.)  
The bottom line is...if you have an idea for an antenna, don't consult an expert 
like me....just go for it. Build the rascal, put it up, and put the fire to the wire. 
You won't really know how well it works until you try it...and if you smell smoke 
coming from your radio after the test....well.......oops. Hey, don't worry about it 
though. There's gonna be another hamfest soon, and they'll have plenty of 
other radios to look at.  Besides, the "smoke effect" probably wasn't because 
of your antenna design ... it was most likely a defective radio design. I see that 
problem a lot. In the mean time, have fun, and "Ham it Up". 
 
Richard .... KA5IQX  

 

http://www.qsl.net/w5rin/
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HHUURRRRIICCAANNEE  SSEEAASSOONN  SSTTAARRTTEEDD  JJUUNNEE  11sstt  !!!!  
  

 

NNeexxtt  BBeeaauummoonntt  CClluubb  MMeeeettiinngg  iiss  MMoonnddaayy,,  SSeeppeemmbbeerr  2244  @@  77::3300ppmm  
TThhee  ddiiggiittaall  vveerrssiioonn  ooff  QQSSTT  MMaaggaazziinnee  iiss  nnooww  aavvaaiillaabbllee  oonn  tthhee  AARRRRLL  

wweebbssiittee..    CChheecckk  iitt  oouutt!!        
  

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  PPUUBBLLIICC  SSEERRVVIICCEE  EEVVEENNTTSS  

Attention Beaumont Amateur Radio Club 
  

Had a really good program on “W1AW ARRL Station” by L.B. Little. 
 

Balloon launch was an UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE!!!    

 
Picture from W5RIN-8 at Burst Time  

Rich, N5ALE, advises: Payload has been repaired, charged and is ready for next flight!! 
  

RREEMMIINNDDEERR::  NNeeww  MMeeeettiinngg  PPllaaccee  

NNoorrtthh  EEnndd  BBaappttiisstt  CChhuurrcchh  

55111155  EEaasstteexx  FFrreeeewwaayy    

PPLLEEAASSEE  JJOOIINN  UUSS  FFOORR  BBRREEAAKKFFAASSTT  &&  FFEELLLLOOWWSSHHIIPP  OONN  SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  MMOORRNNIINNGGSS  FFRROOMM  77::3300  

TTIILLLL  ??  aatt  DDAAIIRRYY  QQUUEEEENN    

OONN  PPHHEELLAANN  BBLLVVDD  &&  2233rrdd,,  BBEEAAUUMMOONNTT  

CLUB NEWS:  
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        TThhee  BBiigg  TThhiicckkeett  AAmmaatteeuurr  RRaaddiioo  CClluubb  wwiillll  hhaavvee  tthheeiirr  nneexxtt  mmeeeettiinngg  OOccttoobbeerr  22
nndd

      aatt  tthhee  KKoouunnttzzee  FFiirree  SSttaattiioonn  oonn  EE..  

DDeeeerr  &&  SS..  BBeeaacchh  SStt..  iinn  KKoouunnttzzee  aatt  77::0000  ppmm..    PPlleeaassee  jjooiinn  uuss..  

        TThhee  nneeww  wweebbppaaggee  iiss  uupp  aanndd  rruunnnniinngg..    VViissiitt  uuss  aatt::      hhttttpp::////wwwwww..qqssll..nneett//bbttaarrcc//    ..    LLooookk  ffoorr  tthhee  ““DDaanncciinngg  BBeeaarrss””  

        EEcchhooLLiinnkk  iiss    bbaacckk  uupp  aanndd  rruunnnniinngg..    

              UUppccoommiinngg  PPrrooggrraamm::  OOccttoobbeerr  22;;  TToomm  TThhoommppssoonn,,  KKFF55FFIIEE,,  oonn  bbiikkee  rriiddee  tthhrruu  IIoowwaa    

    PPlleeaassee  ppllaann  ttoo  aatttteenndd..  
  

  

  

  
 

        TThhee  OOrraannggee  AAmmaatteeuurr  RRaaddiioo  CClluubb  wwiillll  hhaavvee  tthheeiirr  nneexxtt  mmeeeettiinngg  OOccttoobbeerr  55  aatt  tthhee  RReedd  CCrroossss  CChhaapptteerr  HHoouussee  iinn  OOrraannggee..  

AARREESS  mmeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  66::3300  ppmm  aanndd  tthhee  CClluubb  mmeeeettiinngg  ssttaarrttss  aatt  77::3300  ppmm..    PPlleeaassee  jjooiinn  uuss..  

          WWee  hhaavvee  ssttaarrtteedd    ””CCQQ  aatt  tthhee  DDQQ””  oouurr    HHaamm  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  tthhee  DDaaiirryy  QQuueeeenn  oonn  SSttrriicckkllaanndd  DDrr..  iinn  OOrraannggee  tthhee  

tthhiirrdd  SSaattuurrddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh  aatt  88::3300AAMM..    HHooppee  ttoo  sseeee  yyoouu  tthheerree!!!!  

        TThhee    TTeecchhnniicciiaann  ccllaassss  oonn  AAuugg  1111--1122  aatt  OOrraannggee  RReedd  CCrroossss  wwaass  aa  ggrreeaatt  ssuucccceessss  wwiitthh  88  nneeww  TTeecchhss  ggeettttiinngg  tthheeiirr  ccaallll  

ssiiggnnss..    LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthheemm  oonn  tthhee  aaiirr  aanndd  wweellccoommee  tthheemm  ttoo  HHaamm  RRaaddiioo..  

      AA  CCWW  ((MMoorrssee  CCooddee))  ccllaassss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssttaarrtteedd  bbyy  BBeennnniiee,,  WW55TTYYZZ  oonn  TThhuurrssddaayy  nniigghhttss  aatt  tthhee  OOrraannggee  RReedd  CCrroossss  CChhaapptteerr  

aatt  66::3300ppmm..    CCoommee  oouutt  aanndd  LLeeaarrnn  CCWW  ((nneexxtt  ccllaasssseess  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2200  &&  2277))  

    CChheecckk  oouutt  oouurr  WWeebb  ssiitteess  aatt:: wwwwww..qqssll..nneett//ww55nndd    

     
  

  

  

        TThhee  JJeeffffeerrssoonn  CCoouunnttyy  CClluubb  wwiillll  hhaavvee  tthheeiirr  nneexxtt  mmeeeettiinngg  OOccttoobbeerr  99tthh  aatt  tthhee  JJCCAARRCC  CClluubbhhoouussee  aatt  221166    1100tthh  SSttrreeeett  iinn  

NNeeddeerrllaanndd  aatt  77::0000  ppmm..    TThhee  nneexxtt  AARREESS  mmeeeettiinngg  wwiillll  bbee  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2200,,  ssaammee  ttiimmee,,  ssaammee  ppllaaccee..    PPlleeaassee  jjooiinn  uuss..  

            UUpp  NNeexxtt  iiss  WWWWIIIIII..55  iinn  WWiinnnniiee,,  TTeexxaass  oonn  SSeepptt  2222..    TThhiiss  iiss  aa  rreeaallllyy  ffuunn  eevveenntt..    PPlleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  TToooottiiee,,  KKCC55HHVVTT  iiff  

yyoouu  ccaann  hheellpp..    TThhiiss  iiss  aa  BBIIGG  EEvveenntt  aanndd  nneeeeddss  aa  lloott  ooff  ooppeerraattoorrss..      

          TThheerree  aarree  ssttiillll  sseevveerraall  ppuubblliicc  sseerrvviiccee  eevveennttss  ccoommiinngg  uupp  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr..    KKeeeepp  JJaammbboorreeee  oonn  tthhee  AAiirr  aanndd  tthhee  GGuusshheerr  

MMaarraatthhoonn  iinn  yyoouurr  ssiigghhttss..      WWee  wwiillll  bbee  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  ssttaaffff  ttoo  sseerrvvee  oouurr  aaggeenncciieess  aanndd  tthhee  ppuubblliicc..  PPlleeaassee  hheellpp  wwhheenn  yyoouu  ccaann..  

CCaarreeyy  JJoollllyy,,  WWBB55VVFFGG,,  hhaadd  hhiiss  ffiirrsstt  ccllaassss  oonn  BBaassiicc  EElleeccttrroonniiccss  CCoouurrssee  ..    ““The next class will be Saturday 29 September 
from 0900-1100. We will go back over series circuits with some hands on circuit building. We will also go into parallel 
circuits and if we get a chance, series-parallel circuits.   Carey”  

      TThhee  MMiidd  aanndd  SSoouutthh  ccoouunnttyy  HHAAMM  OOppeerraattoorrss  mmeeeett  ffoorr  bbrreeaakkffaasstt  oonn  SSaattuurrddaayy  aatt  tthhee  HHoolliiddaayy  IInnnn  oonn  JJiimmmmyy  JJoohhnnssoonn  

aarroouunndd  77--99aamm..  PPlleeaassee  jjooiinn  uuss..    

OOuurr  ssyymmppaatthhiieess  ggoo  oouutt  ttoo  DDoouugg,,  NN55BBSSTT  aanndd  LLiinnddaa,,  NN55BBSSTT  iinn  tthhee  lloossss  ooff  LLiinnddaa’’ss  mmootthheerr..    KKeeeepp  tthheemm  iinn  yyoouurr  tthhoouugghhttss  

aanndd  PPrraayyeerrss..  

CChheecckk  oouutt  oouurr  WWeebb  ssiitteess  aatt::  wwwwww..ww55ssssvv..ccoomm    aanndd    wwwwww..qqssll..nneett//ww55ssssvv    

        
  

  

  

        TThhee  LLaakkeess  AArreeaa  CClluubb  wwiillll  hhaavvee  tthheeiirr  nneexxtt  mmeeeettiinngg  TThhuurrssddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2277    aatt  tthhee  JJaassppeerr  AAiirrppoorrtt,,  BBeellll  FFiieelldd  

TTeerrmmiinnaall  BBuuiillddiinngg  aatt  HHwwyy  119900  WW  &&  FFMM  777777    iinn  JJaassppeerr    aatt  77::0000  ppmm..    PPlleeaassee  jjooiinn  uuss..  

   Hunting season is coming up. Please have fun, obey the rules and be very, very careful and pay attention to your 

surroundings. Stay hydrated when on the lake or in the woods.  The heat is fierce.   

    PPlleeaassee  cchheecckk  oouurr  wweebb  ppaaggee  ::  wwwwww..ww55jjaass..oorrgg  ........ffoorr  tthhee  llaatteesstt  iinnffoo..    WWee  aarree  nnooww  oonn  oouurr  nneeww  ppeerrmmaanneenntt    hhoommee  ffoorr  oouurr  

wweebb  ppaaggee..    IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss  oorr  iiddeeaass  pplleeaassee  lleett  mmee  kknnooww  aatt  ddaakkeelllleerr@@ccmmaaaacccceessss..ccoomm..  
  

  

  

QQCCWWAA  mmeeeettss  aatt  nnoooonn  eevveerryy  tthhiirrdd  SSaattuurrddaayy  aatt  BBaayyttoowwnn  SSeeaaffoooodd  oonn  HHwwyy  334477  jjuusstt  nnoorrtthh  ooff  HHwwyy  7733  iinn  GGrroovveess..  YYoouu  ddoonn''tt  

hhaavvee  ttoo  bbee  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ttoo  ccoommee  aanndd  eennjjooyy  lluunncchh  wwiitthh  uuss..  FFoorr  yyeeaarrss,,  QQCCWWAA  CChhaapptteerr  5511  hhaass  eennccoouurraaggeedd  hhaammss  wwiitthh  lleessss    

tthhaann  2255  yyeeaarrss  lliicceennsseedd  ttiimmee  ttoo  aatttteenndd  oouurr  mmeeeettiinnggss..  

From the Big Thicket Club 

 

FFrroomm  tthhee  OOrraannggee  CClluubb  

 

FFrroomm  tthhee  JJeeffffeerrssoonn  CCoouunnttyy  CClluubb  

 

FFrroomm  tthhee  LLaakkeess  AArreeaa  CClluubb  

 

FFrroomm  tthhee  QQCCWWAA  

http://www.qsl.net/btarc/
http://www.qsl.net/w5nd
http://www.w5ssv.com/
http://www.qsl.net/w5ssv
http://www.w5jas.org/
mailto:dakeller@cmaaccess.com
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AAss  mmaannyy  ooff  yyoouu  kknnooww,,  II  aamm  hheeaavvyy  iinnttoo  NNTTSS  ttrraaffffiicc..    II  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ppaassssiinngg  aa  lloott  ooff  mmeessssaaggeess  oonn  tthhiiss  ssaatteelllliittee,,  ssoo  wwiitthh  tthhee  hheellpp  ooff  RRiicchhaarrdd,,  
KKAA55IIQQXX  hheerree  iiss  ssoommee  iinnffoo::    FFeeeell  ffrreeee  ttoo  ddoo  aa  ““SSeeaarrcchh””  oonn  tthhiiss,,  tthheerree  iiss  aa  mmoouunnttaaiinn  ooff  iinnffoo……..mmaayybbee  oouurr  nneexxtt  pprroojjeecctt  ccoouulldd  bbee……..????????????      

  FITSAT-1 (NIWAKA) 
A Small Artificial Satellite Developed at the Fukuoka Institute of Technology 

Takushi Tanaka 
JA6AVG 

We like to think of space as the one place where all tech is high and all gadgets are bleeding edge. That may be the case most of the time, but Japan’s 

Fukuoka Institute of Technology is taking one small step backward for man by sending a satellite into orbit that uses Morse code and bursts of light to 
send messages back to base. FITSAT-1, which will be launched from the International Space Station (ISS) in September 2012, will use LEDs to flash 

Morse code messages like an outer-space Aldis lamp that may be bright enough to see by the public with the naked eye.  

                                                                                  

FITSAT-1 is a cubesat. That is, a cubical satellite 10 cm (4 in) on a side. Since it weighs only 1.33 kg (3 lb), it’s technically a nanosatellite. It’s unofficial 
nickname is “Niwaka”, which is short for “Hakata Niwaka". Hakata is the old name for Fukuoka, Japan, which is home to the Fukuoka Institute of 

Technology. Sometime in September, it will be launched from the ISS using one of the station’s manipulator arms as a sort of pea shooter. It will then 
orbit between 51.6 degrees north latitude and 51.6 south latitude, making it potentially visible to most of Earth’s inhabited areas. To keep the satellite 
properly aligned, a neodymium magnet is mounted on it so that it points north like a compass needle.  

 

The main purpose of the mission is to test the tiny satellite’s equally tiny high-speed transmitter capable of sending a 480 x 640 jpeg image inside of six 
seconds. The satellite also contains a 439 MHz beacon transmitting a standard Morse code carrier wave signal as well as telemetry. 

 

But what the general public may notice, even if they've never heard of FITSAT-1, is the plan to use to try to send visible-light Morse messages to Earth. 

Using high-power LEDs, the FITSAT-1 fires intense bursts of light like an overcranked flashgun. These bursts will spell out Morse code messages aimed 
at the ground. For the test, the messages will be received by a telescope with a photomultiplier in Fukuoka to determine if visible signals are a viable 
form of satellite communication. However, mission planners hope the flashes will be visible on Earth to the naked eye or binoculars, so there’s still time 

to brush up on your Morse. 

 

Meantime, remember that if you’re outside on a clear night this autumn and you see high in the sky a dot dash signal flashing out against the darkness, 
it’s not an astronaut sending an SOS, it’s FITSAT-1 phoning home.  
Source: Fukuoka Institute of Technology 

Verification Card 
FITSAT sends the beacon signal 30 min after the deployment. Please send the signal report and your postal address to fitsat1@hotmail.co.jp and 

also cc to tanaka@fit.ac.jp. You will receive this verification card. 
The beacon frequency 437.250MHz of FITSAT-1 conflicts with the satellite PRISM of Tokyo Univ. Please confirm that the CW starts "HI DE NIWAKA ...". 

The orbit is almost the same as ISS. JAXA said FITSAT delays 200m from ISS for one cycle around the world. As it goes around 16 times a day, it delays 3.2km per day. If 
10 days passed after deployment, FITSAT passes the same point of ISS after 4 sec (32km/8km=4). 

 

************************************************************************************************************************************ 

Another Field Day type of event is coming up in October.  It is Boy Scout Jamboree on the Air, where Boy Scouts, using Ham 
Radio, can make contacts all over the world.  The Boys really enjoyed this last year and this year we are going to make it a 
weekend event in Nederland.  The BTARC will also be doing a weekend.  OARC is planning a Saturday event but is still 
working on their plan.      
Please come volunteer if you possibly can.  If you would like more info, please call me or check out the links on the WWW.   

http://www.scouting.org/jota.aspx                                                           http://www.arrl.org/jamboree-on-the-air-jota  

If ya’ll haven’t figured it out yet… Area Amateur Radio is getting a GREAT reputation in the community, thanks 
to all your hard work!!                                                                    

by: Randy Leftwich, KE5YLY, BARN Editor 

EEDDIITTOORR’’ss    CCOOMMMMEENNTTSS  

http://www.gizmag.com/tag/cubesat/
http://www.gizmag.com/strand2/22752/
http://www.fit.ac.jp/~tanaka/fitsat.shtml
http://www.scouting.org/jota.aspx
http://www.arrl.org/jamboree-on-the-air-jota
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ARRL in Action: What Have We Been Up to Lately? 
08/01/2012 
 

Compiled by S. Khrystyne Keane, K1SFA, ARRL News Editor,  k1sfa@arrl.org 
 

This feature -- including convenient Web links to useful information -- is a concise monthly update of some of the things ARRL is doing on behalf of its members. This 

installment covers the month of July. 
 

The FCC released its study on Amateur Radio’s role in emergency and disaster communications and the impact of private land use 
regulations on the amateur community’s ability to provide such communications. 
 

ARRL members nominated 14 candidates for the 10 positions of Director and Vice Director. There will be balloting for the 

Director positions in the Hudson and Northwestern Divisions, and for the Vice Director position in the Northwestern Division. 
 

With the resignation of ARRL Southeastern Division Vice Director Andrea Hartlage, KG4IUM, ARRL President Kay Craigie, N3KN, 

appointed James Millsap, WB4NWS, of Acworth, Georgia, to fill the position. 
With four new RAC Sections, hams participating in the ARRL November Sweepstakes will need to collect 83 Sections to make a 

Clean Sweep. 
 

The list of logs received for 2012 ARRL Field Day have been posted online. 
 

ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma, AB1FM, and ARRL VEC Assistant Manager Perry Green, WY1O, participated in the annual 

conference of the National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators. 
 

ARRL Lab Manager Ed Hare, W1RFI, was re-elected as Secretary of the IEEE EMC Society Standards Development Committee at 

the IEEE EMC Society Symposium. 
 

The ARRL presented three sessions of its popular Teachers Institute on Wireless Technology: Two basic sessions in California 

and at ARRL Headquarters, and an advanced session in Dayton Ohio. 
 

ARRL RFI Engineer Mike Gruber, W1MG, and ARRL Lab Manager Ed Hare, W1RFI, are working to help solve power line noise 

near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
 

The National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration updated its 2012 hurricane outlook. 
 

Section Manager elections in Connecticut and Western New York were decided by member balloting, while Puerto Rico will be 

gaining a new Section Manager without balloting and eight Sections will keep their incumbent Section Managers. 
 

Derek Brown, W4DTB, of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, was named the recipient of the 2011 Hiram Percy Maxim Award. 
 

The ARRL Development Office is working on a map to help Diamond Club members identify the location of bricks on the ARRL’s 

Diamond Terrace. 
 

The ARRL Information Technology Department made software changes to improve shipping options in the ARRL Online Store. 

DXCC News: The DXCC Desk approved the 1998 XU1A DXpedition to Cambodia for DXCC credit. 
 

A new QuickStats poll was made available on the ARRL website. 
 

The winner of the August QST Cover Plaque award is Bob Bruninga, WB4APR, for his article “Rethinking Electrical Power for the 

Ham.” 
 

The October print issue of QST was released to the printer and the digital edition was released to the digital publisher. The September 

digital edition of QST was made available to ARRL members. 
 

Official Observer Desk: ARRL Field and Regulatory Correspondent Chuck Skolaut, K0BOG, handled complaints concerning 

interference on 7.251 MHz, unidentified signals on 14.340 MHz, unidentified buzz-type signals on 17 meters, unlicensed truck drivers 

on 2 meters and continuing interference on 14.313 MHz. 
 

Member Contact: ARRL Chief Executive Officer David Sumner, K1ZZ, along with ARRL Chief Operating Officer Harold Kramer, 

WJ1B, and ARRL Marketing Manager Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R, attended the ARRL New England Division Convention in Boxboro, 

Massachusetts. Inderbitzen also attended the ARRL Southeastern Division Convention in Huntsville, Alabama. ARRL Regulatory 

Information Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, attended the ARRL West Virginia State Convention in Weston, West Virginia. ARRL 

Marketing and Public Relations Manager Allen Pitts, W1AGP, attended the ARRL Western Pennsylvania Section Convention in 

Kensington, Pennsylvania. ARRL Field Regulatory Correspondent Chuck Skolaut, K0BOG, attended the ARRL Kansas State 

Convention in Salina, Kansas. 
 

From ARRL: 

mailto:k1sfa@arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-releases-congressionally-mandated-study-on-amateur-radio
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-members-nominate-candidates-for-director-vice-director-2
http://www.arrl.org/news/james-millsap-wb4nws-appointed-vice-director-of-the-arrl-southeastern-division
http://www.arrl.org/news/rac-announces-new-ontario-section-boundaries-abbreviations
http://www.arrl.org/news/2012-arrl-field-day-logs-posted
http://www.arrl.org/news/ncvec-holds-2012-annual-meeting
http://www.arrl.org/news/ncvec-holds-2012-annual-meeting
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-teachers-institute-offers-instructors-wireless-technology-skills-for-the-classroom
http://www.arrl.org/news/noaa-updates-2012-hurricane-season-outlook
http://www.arrl.org/news/summer-section-manager-election-results-announced
http://www.arrl.org/news/north-carolina-teen-named-recipient-of-arrl-s-2011-hiram-percy-maxim-award
http://www.arrl.org/the-arrl-diamond-club
http://www.arrl.org/diamond-club-terrace-at-arrl
http://www.arrl.org/diamond-club-terrace-at-arrl
http://www.arrl.org/news/dxcc-desk-approves-1998-xu1a-cambodian-dxpedition
http://www.arrl.org/news/new-quickstats-poll-now-available-on-arrl-website-19
http://www.arrl.org/news/bob-bruninga-wb4apr-wins-august-qst-cover-plaque-award
http://www.arrl.org/qst
http://www.arrl.org/news/digital-edition-of-september-em-qst-em-now-available
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Surfin’: Whacking Radios 
08/10/2012  
 

By Stan Horzepa, WA1LOU, Contributing Editor  
 

This week, Surfin’ discovers a new way of fixing radios.  
 

I won a Radio Shack Realistic Astronaut 8 circa 1972 multiband receiver at an auction for $1 a few years ago. It had minor cosmetic wear and tear, 

but functioned like new after I sprayed all the switches and pots with an electronics cleaner. 
  

It had been my garage radio ever since, and sits on top of the refrigerator in the back of my workshop. 
 
It is still a mystery to me how it happened, but one day this spring, the radio fell off the top of the refrigerator and onto the concrete floor. After the 
fall, the radio had two problems. 

1. Its handle came apart, but I was able to put it back together easily. 
 
2. The red pointer that moves across the dial became dislodged. Instead of moving freely in its groove, the bottom of the pointer now 
dragged along the clear plastic window of the radio dial. As a result, whenever I changed frequency, the top of the pointer moved along as 

it should (more or less), while the rest of the pointer followed along at a 15 degree angle. In addition, the drag caused the dial mechanism to 
move slowly and unevenly, so I figured that eventually the dial mechanism would fail. 

 
I sought out instructions on how to disassemble the radio, so I could get the pointer back in its groove. 
 
Searching the Internet was fruitless. I did find Realisticdx, a Yahoo! group for vintage Realistic shortwave receivers. The group had some 
information on my broken radio, but not enough to do the job I had to do. 
 

I e-mailed QST “Vintage Radio” columnist John Dilkes, K2TQN, and asked if he had any ideas. Although John does not collect transistor radios, he 
kindly offered some suggestions that I pursued, but so far, I found no solution to my problem. 
 
I decided to fly solo and take the radio apart without guidance. There were no screws at the front of the radio where the damage had been done, but 
there were screws on the back. I figured that I had to start at the back of the radio and work my way toward the front from the inside. 
 
I removed the back cover and the battery/ac line cord storage compartment to reveal the guts of the radio. Viewing this cacophony of electronics, I 
concluded that the prospect of disassembling it all and reassembling it correctly was slim. 

 
I studied the problem for a while, then loosened a few screws to see what that would do, but concluded that this was a mission impossible. So I 
reassembled what I had disassembled and powered up the radio to make sure it still worked. It did, and I resigned myself to living with the out-of-
groove pointer until the dial mechanism finally gave up the ghost. 
 
Then I had a thought: If the force of hitting the floor caused the pointer to slip out of the groove, maybe I could use force to get it back in the groove. 
 
So I gave the front of the radio a good whack with my open hand and lo and behold, the pointer jumped back in its groove and the dial mechanism 
now works as Radio Shack had intended. 

 
Until next time, keep on surfin’! 
 

Editor’s note: Stan Horzepa, WA1LOU, seeks the unusual in radio. To contact Stan, send e-mail or add comments to the WA1LOU blog.  

 

************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Becky Schoenfeld, W1BXY, is New QST Managing Editor     

09/10/2012                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

ARRL Book Editor Becky Schoenfeld, W1BXY, has been promoted to QST Managing Editor, the position formerly held by the late 

Joel Kleinman, N1BKE. 

A Connecticut native, Schoenfeld has more than two decades of publishing experience. Prior to her employment at ARRL 

Headquarters she was Senior Editor at Teaching K-8 magazine, one of the most popular magazines for childhood educators, and 

Senior Project Editor for the prominent textbook publisher MacMillan/McGraw-Hill. In addition, she founded Amaranth magazine, a 

successful poetry journal. 

She holds a Master of Fine Arts from Emerson College and a Bachelor of Arts from Fairfield University. 
Her Amateur Radio activities include chasing grid squares in pursuit of her 6-meter VUCC award and DX hunting on 10 meters. 

FFrroomm  tthhee  IInntteerrnneett  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odTNvbnqhpQ
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/realisticdx/
http://www.eht.com/oldradio/
mailto:%20wa1lou@arrl.org
http://horzepa.blogspot.com/
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Roger Erickson, KD5BUI, Warning Coordination Meteorologist, National Weather Service  

   
Looking Ahead a little….  

What is Wind Chill? 

One of the gravest dangers of winter weather is wind chill. The wind chill is based on the rate of heat loss from exposed 
skin by combined effects of wind and cold. As the wind increases, heat is carried away from the body at an accelerated 
rate, driving down the body temperature. Animals are also effected by wind chill.  

Check out the wind chill chart on the Internet at http://www.weather.gov/er/iln/tables.htm#wind 

 
 

 
 

 

      

 

Radio Operators, 
  
    It was a great pleasure to participate in the 5 May exercise and work with such dedicated staff. That test demonstrated the great depth 
of communication resiliency for Southeast Texas.  Redundant communications is obviously important in a hazard-rich, disaster-prone 
area like we are in. One communication shortfall Emergency Management needs help overcoming is limited community outreach and 
emergency notifications through various phone venues when information technology infrastructure still exists.  
 
    Emergency notification capabilities are now legislatively required for all jurisdictions and many are reliant on public phone lists or 
reverse 911 type databases. The data sources largely miss the largest market though, that of cellular and internet technology. How many 
people have gotten rid of a home phone, maybe to reduce costs, or because they are seldom at home to receive the calls? Cellular and 
smart phones have flooded the market. Emergency Management just needs to tap into this market to make sure information awareness is 
maximized. We can do this through cell phone registration outreach. 
    Cell phone registration can be done at http://thestan.com/, most city or county jurisdictional websites (emergency management links), 
and for City of Beaumont residents or workers, by calling 311. On-line or email registration can be confusing, time-intensive or 
problematic for those with limited internet assets, so some options are provided for those who prefer the personal contact. We need help 
getting the word out so people register their cell phone one way or another.  
 
    Notifications can be important for general awareness information is people choose to receive outreach messages like safety alerts, 
burn bans, and situational updates. Most importantly though, emergency notifications are critical for life safety in cases like hurricane 
evacuation notices or shelter in place notices for a hazardous material spill or active shooter like at the Jefferson County Courthouse last 
month. Registering yourself and spreading the word for cell phone registrations will improve the City’s and County’s ability to get the 
word out in a timely manner. 
 
Thanks for your service to our community. 
Respectfully,  
Tim      
 

 

 

 

 

WWeeaatthheerr  NNeewwss  ffrroomm  RRooggeerr  

 

NNeewwss  ffrroomm  BBeeaauummoonntt  EEmmeerrggeennccyy  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  
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OCTOBER 2012 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

  
7:00pm  BTARC  Mtg 

8pm LAARC Net 
  

8pm  JCARC Net 
7pm  BTARC Net 

8pm   BARC Net 7:30PM  OARC Mtg 8am  BARC Breakfast 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
 Columbus Day 

7pm  JCARC Mtg 

8pm LAARC Net 
  

8pm  JCARC Net 
7pm  BTARC Net 

8pm   BARC Net  8am  BARC Breakfast 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

  8pm LAARC Net 
  

8pm  JCARC Net 

7pm  JCARC ARES Mtg 
7pm  BTARC Net 

8pm   BARC Net 5pm JOTA 
JOTA                         

8am  BARC Breakfast 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

JOTA ends by 5pm  8pm LAARC Net 
  

8pm  JCARC Net 

7pm LAARC Mtg 

7pm  BTARC Net 

8pm   BARC Net  
TX RACES/ARES/MARS SET 
8am  BARC Breakfast 

28 29 30 31    

 7:30pm  BARC  Mtg 8pm LAARC Net 
  

8pm  JCARC Net    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LLooccaall  HHaappppeenniinnggss  

Local Frequencies, Access Codes and Nets 

 52.525 6 Meter FM National Calling Frequency    146.980 H.A.M.S. (Devers, N5FJX, pl 103.5)*# 
144.390 APRS       147.000 Jasper (W5JAS, pl 118.8)*# 
145.010 BPT (W5SSV) Packet      147.060 DuPont (AA5P, pl 103.5) 
145.030 W5SSV-10 RMS Packet    147.180 Orange A.R.C. (W5ND, pl 103.5)* 
145.050 KC5YSM-10 RMS Packet     147.200 Port Arthur  (KC5YSM)  (pl 118.8)*# 
145.210 S.W.L.A.R.C. (W5BII, pl 103.5)*    147.300 Mobil Oil (W5XOM) (pl 103.5)* 
145.230 B.T.A.R.C. (N5BTC, pl 103.5)*#    147.420 Simplex-Orange ARES Primary 
145.330 Anahuac  (KK5XQ, pl 123.0)    147.460 Simplex-Orange ARES Secondary 
145.470 J.C.A.R.C. pl 103.5*      147.570 Simplex-Hardin Co ARES Primary 
145.350 Sulphur A.R.C. (KC5PNH, pl 103.5)*    223.800 Beaumont (KA5QDG) (pl 123.0) 
145.560 Simplex-Jeff Co ARES Secondary   224.920 Devers (KA5QDG) (pl 123.0) 
146.450 Mid County Simplex       
146.520 National Simplex      442.575 Devers (KA5QDG, pl 103.5) 
146.580 Simplex Jeff Co ARES Prim & Special Event  444.500 Beaumont-(WB5ITT, pl 100.0) DOWN 
146.700 B.A.R.C. (W5RIN, pl 107.2)*#     444.700 B.A.R.C. (W5RIN, Salt-Grass, pl 107.2) 
146.730 S.W.L.A.R.C. (W5BII, pl 173.8)#    444.900 Mobil Oil (W5XOM, pl 103.5) 
146.760 B.A.R.C. (SW Lynx Link) pl 107.2  
146.860 Port Arthur (WD5GJP) pl 103.5 
* Denotes transmitted PL tone. # Denotes echo link.  

NETS 
BARC Net Thurs Night 8:00pm 146.700    Daytime Texas Traffic Net   Daily   8:30am       7.285 
JCARC Net Wed Night 8:00pm 145.470    7290 Traffic Net  M-Sat     10am-12N, 1-2pm   7.290 
BTARC Net Thurs Night 7:00pm 145.230    Texas Traffic Net  Daily  6:30pm     3.873 
Org ARC Net Nightly    6:30pm 147.180    Gulf Coast SSB Net  Daily  6:30pm     3.925 
LAARC (Jasper) Tues Night  8:00pm 147.000    Delta SSB Net     M-Sat  7:00pm     3.905 
2M SSB Net  Tues Night  8:30pm 144.270    Ctn Gulf Cst Hurricane Net  Daily 8:00pm     3.935 
2M CW Net  Wed Night  7:30pm 144.160    Southwest Traffic Net  Daily 9:30pm     3.935 
10M CW Net  Fri Night   7:45pm        28.970    Central Tx Emerg Net   Sunday 8:00am    3.910 
10M LAARC Ph Net Wed 8:45pm    28.325 USB                                           Louisiana ARES HF Net  Sunday 7:30pm     3.873 

Texas ARES HF Net  Monday 7:30pm     3.873 
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BBAALLLLOOOONN  GGRROOUUPP  NNEEWWSS  
        TThhee  BBaalllloooonn  GGrroouupp  hhaadd  aa  vveerryy  ssuucccceessssffuull  llaauunncchh  oonn,,  AAuugguusstt  44,,  22001122..  TThhee  WW55RRIINN--88  BBaalllloooonn  ddeeppaarrtteedd  tthhee  BBeeaauummoonntt  MMuunniicciippaall  AAiirrppoorrtt  aafftteerr  

tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  WWeeaatthheerr  SSeerrvviiccee  mmaaddee  tthheeiirr  ppoossiittiivvee  pprreeddiiccttiioonn  ffoorr  llaauunncchh..    WW55RRIINN--88  lliifftteedd  ooffff  aatt  0099::5533aamm  CCDDTT..    TThhee  bbaalllloooonn  rreeaacchheedd  aa  mmaaxxiimmuumm  

aallttiittuuddee  ooff  9933,,777722  fftt  aatt  1111::2277aamm  aanndd  bbuurrsstt  aa  ffeeww  sseeccoonnddss  llaatteerr  ssttaarrttiinngg  iitt’’ss  ddeesscceenntt..      TThhee  TTVV  ccaammeerraa  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  ggrreeaatt  sseennddiinngg  mmaannyy  GGBBss  ooff  

vviiddeeoo..    AApppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  2200  rraaddiioo  ooppeerraattoorrss  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  tthhee  fflliigghhtt  iinn  ssoommee  wwaayy  oorr  aannootthheerr..      TThhee  WW55RRIINN--88  BBaalllloooonn  ddeesscceennddeedd  ggeennttllyy  iinnttoo  aa  

6677,,000000  aaccrree  hhuunnttiinngg  lleeaassee  iinn  PPlluumm  GGrroovvee,,  LLiibbeerrttyy  CCoouunnttyy,,  TTeexxaass  aanndd  llaannddeedd  aatt  1122::1122ppmm  CCDDTT..  

          

          
    Recovery was attempted by Bennie, KE5RTI; Joey, KE5JPS with Holly and Richard, KA5IQX.  After encountering persons that advised the 
property was posted and access was not possible at this point, the crew headed home and Plan B was initiated. The next day the Liberty 

County Sheriff’s Deputies attempted to recover without much success, but was able to come up with a contact.  Mr Lloyd Wells (pictured 
above right) and his buddy, Joe Chapman located the Balloon about 30 ft up in a pine tree.  They managed to shoot enough tree limbs to 
allow it to fall to the ground and recovered the payload.  Richard, KA5IQX, made the trek to take the payload into custody and turn it over to 

Rich, N5ALE, who has it ready to go again already.  Thanks to All that helped out and especially to Mr Wells and Mr Chapman for their 
Bravery and Perseverance in taking good care of our package.  Also thanks goes out to Liberty County SO, EMS & Tarkington Fire 
Department.   

As I Understand, new antennas are built, X Band repeater is being fine tuned and readied……Stand By…..Here We Go Again>>>>>>>>>>Q 
The group is asking each member for a $20.00 donation and looking for corporate sponsors. 

 

  
 
 
 

BARN YARD:  

 

From: Doug Thomas, N5BST (n5bst@arrl.net), Secretary-Treasurer, W5SSV  
I am adding a new page to our website. I have had a couple of members asking me to list some items that they have for sale.  

So, just “click” on the sign at www.w5ssv.com and it will take you to the listing.  
If any of you have items that you might want to list, just drop me an e-mail and let me know. 
**************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

From: Buddy Greig, K5TXS  (buddy@greig.org or greigcl@swbell.net)  409-350-0005 or 409-866-5655   
(These have been in here for sale for a while.  Give Him a Holler and Make Reasonable Offer) 
 Icom IC 746  HF+6M+2M Multi-mode transceiver (N1500) 

 Icom IC 2350  2M/440 FM mobile transceiver – Xband repeat  (N600) 
 Power supplies (2) 
**************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

From: Larry Perkins, W5LDP  (papaperk@gt.rr.com )   409-860-1925 
Beam:  Mosley TA34 XL WARC 5 Element Tri-band plus 17M WARC   
Rotor:  Hygain Ham IV  

I will sell both with the mast for $1000. I am not interested in selling them separately. The antenna is assembled and on my tower at about 10 ft. elevation.  
 

The Beaumont Amateur Radio Club has some equipment for sale that was donated by Richard Medlin, W5RBP 

EQUIPMENT LIST 

    

 

Manufacturer Model Number New Price Description 
 

 
Asking Price  

MFJ MFJ-931 $109.95 Artificial Ground 
 

Asking Price is Half of New Price 

Radio Wavz FTD-45 $275.00 Folded Terminated Dipole 
 

Asking Price is Half of New Price 

Polyphaser IS-PLDO $199.95 AC/DC Power Protection 
 

Asking Price is Half of New Price 

 
Please send anything you want to buy, sell or trade to me so I can post it.  Randy, KE5YLY, rwleftwich@aol.com or 409-466-5828 

LB’s Tips and Techniques. 

Use upholstery cleaners on soiled seats. The same upholstery cleaners you use at home can be used on your car’s upholstery. Use them 
sparingly, however, to avoid saturating the fabric. Use a clean cloth to wipe away the foam. On velour seats, brush the fibers gently to avoid 
matting them and to preserve the original texture of the fabric. 

 

WW55RRIINN  BBAALLLLOOOONN  NNEEWWSS    
 

mailto:buddy@greig.org
mailto:greigcl@swbell.net
mailto:papaperk@gt.rr.com
mailto:rwleftwich@aol.com
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The BARN 

                                         A Publication of the  

                         BEAUMONT AMATEUR RADIO CLUB  

                          P.O. Box 7073 Beaumont, TX 77726  

 

 

 
 
  
 

        BEAUMONT AMATEUR RADIO CLUB OFFICERS           DIRECTORS 
PRESIDENT WALT LOMBARD W5CPH  892-5663   CRAIG HARDER  KE5PIQ           347-2265 
VICE-PRES. MIKE FAUCHEAUX N5KBW  727-1071   TOOTIE HEINTSCHEL  KC5HVT              962-1435 
SECRETARY VIVID PEEVEY KF5CEF     DAVID FOURNERAT  KF5CAE           860-4494 
TREASURER L.B. LITTLE  WB5YDA  782-3115   JOHN HARRINGTON W5EME              665-6311 
BARN EDITOR RANDY LEFTWICH KE5YLY  466-5828 
CLUB WEBSITE RICH HUDGINS N5ALE  201-4238 
 

      http://www.qsl.net/w5rin/ 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

MEMBERSHIP.....................$20.00 
 

   (ANNUAL RATES) 
 

7.50 
 

NAME: _______________________    CALL: ____________   LICENSE CLASS: ________   ARRL (Y/N)      PHONE: ___________ 
 
ADDRESS: __________________ CITY/STATE ZIP CODE: _______________________  E-MAIL: ___________________________ 

 
NEW MEMBERS: DUES ARE PRORATED MONTHLY THROUGH DECEMBER. SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE BARN ARE GOOD FOR ONE YEAR (12 ISSUES) STARTING WITH 

THE FIRST ISSUE AFTER RECEIPT OF THE APPROPRIATE AMOUNT. MARK THE CORRESPONDING BOX ABOVE AND MAIL WITH YOUR REMITTANCE TO “TREASURER” 

AT THE ADDRESS ABOVE.  

Club Directory... 

http://www.qsl.net/w5rin/

