
Radio’s Game of Hide & Seek 



 What is Fox Hunting? 

 How does it Work? 

 What’s needed to participate? 

 Commercial Systems 

 Activity on LI 

 Bibliography 

Note: The term “Bunny Hunting” is used for short-range direction 
finding, while “Fox Hunting” is used for long-range direction finding. 
These loose terms are believed to have been originated by British 
radio engineers. 



 The radio version of Hide & Seek 
 The fox conceals a portable radio transmitter at a 

location in a defined zone. 
 The hidden transmitter periodically sends out a 

beacon signal 
 The hunters must locate the transmitter by 

listening for the beacon 
 Who wins the hunt? 
◦ 1st hunter to find the transmitter 
◦ Hunter with the least elapsed time to find the transmitter 
◦ Hunter who found it using the least mileage 
◦ Hunter with the most number of points 
◦ All participants gain skills & knowledge 
◦ Hunter who had the most fun 



 Fox 
◦ A foxbox contains a transmitter, 

battery, antenna, and 
controller/timer unit. The 
transmitter is often an old handi-
talkie or mobile radio. 2 or 3 watts 
of power is plenty. 

 Hunter 
◦ Directional Antenna 
◦ Receiver with “S” meter 
◦ Attenuator for close-in hunting 
◦ Map of zone containing the fox’s 

den 
◦ Compass  (or GPS device) 



 Motor vehicle and driver, navigator 

 Detail scaled area map and compass 

 Hunters need a directional antenna and a 
receiver with a signal strength meter that’s 
tuned to the fox’s beacon 

 Hunters triangulate the fox’s location within 
the zone by taking bearings from different 
locations using the directional antenna 

 The signal gets stronger as the hunters 
converge on the fox 



    

Bearing sectors from three RDF positions drawn on a map for triangulation. 
In this case, bearings are from loop antennas, which have 180° ambiguity 











 A group of Long Island transmitter hunting enthusiasts conduct 2 
meter hunts on Friday nights (with an occasional Sunday event) and 
they’d like new participants to join in. 

 Anyone interested in learning more about the activity of radio 
direction finding and radio "fox hunting" is invited to participate as 
a hunter, a rider, or a fox. 

 A LITHARC discussion group, Long Island Transmitter Hunters 
ARC, is established on Yahoo Groups as a central information and 
communications site, and all are welcome to sign up for 
information about upcoming events. 

 If you would like our group to conduct a hunt in your area and 
include members of your radio club, please let us know.  

 For more information, contact Larry, WA2SUH at wa2suh@aol.com 

 The Yahoo Group link is: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LITHARC/ 
 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LITHARC/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LITHARC/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LITHARC/


 An active group of Western Suffolk County and Nassau 
County Long Island, NY hams enjoying and promoting 
hidden transmitter or "Bunny/Fox" hunting on LI. All hams 
and members of this Group are welcome to join for mostly 
night-time hunts and occasional daytime hunts year 
round. They always try to have at least 3 hunters, so 
sometimes it is hard to get a hunt together. The goals are 
to have fun, to become technically proficient, and to keep 
up the tradition of transmitter hunting. 
 

 The hunt will be centered on the parking lot of the Micro 
Center (655 Merrick Avenue, Westbury,) across the street 
from Eisenhower Park. Bob, N2DET will be within 3 1/2 
miles of that point. So, we will meet on the 146.640 Plaza 
repeater (Mineola) at 7:45 PM and the hunt will be on 
145.555 simplex at 8 PM. Normally there is no PL on the 
repeater but 100.0 is used sometimes if there is a band 
opening. See you there.  Details from hunt on 03/11/2011 
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